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PREFACE. 
HE deſire of happineſs is ſo 
coeſſential with our nature, 
ſo interwoven and incorporate 
with it, that nothing but 
the deſolution of the whole frame can 
extinouiſh it. This runs thro the 
whole race of mankind, and amid/? 
the infinit variety of other inclina- 
ticns, preſerves its ſelf entire. T he 
moſt various contradiftory tempers 40 
yet con$þire in this, and men of the 
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q The Prelace. 
moſt unequal fortunes, are yet equal 
in their wiſhes of being happy. 

But this concurrence as to the end 
is not more univerſal then the di{a- 
ereement about the way. Every man 

ould have happineſs, but wherein 
that conſiſ/s, or how it is to be at- 
tein'd, has bin wery diver/ly opin'd. 
Indeed the ultimate /u/ reme þ pt 
neſs as It 35 orivin, ally inherent in 
God, ſo it 3s wraft up in thoſe clouds 
and : darkneſs. which, as the P/lmift 
faies, are round abour him, ”/al. 18. 
T1. And wecan ſee nothing of it, but 
in thoſe goleams and raies he 3s 
pleas'd 10 dart out upon us; ſo that 
all our eſtimates as 1g our final felt- 
city, muſ be meſur'd by thoſe revela- 
tions he has made of it. 

But one would think, our temporal 
Happineſs were as much a myſtery as 
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our yt , to ſee what warity of 
blind purſuits are made after it. "One 
man thinks tis ſeated on the top pin- 
nacte of honour, and climbs 11:t per- 
hajs he falls head-lons. Another 
7 "ins it a mineral, tha: muſt be 

” Ad out t oj Ie irtÞ, an: [ teils to Hs 
Tae clf with thick clay, Hab. 2. 6. 
and at loft fins a grave, nhere he 
ſous bt bis treaſure. 4 third ſuppoſes 
it conſiſls in the wariety of pleaſures , 
and wearies himſelf in' that purſuit , 
which only clojies and diſappoints. 
[et every one of theſe can read you 
leciures of the groſs miſtake and folly 
of the other, whilſt himſelf is equal- 
ly deluded. 

Thus do men chaſe an imaginary 
good, till rhez meet with real evils; 
herein expo/tns themſelves to the jame 
cheat Laban put upon Jacob, they 
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ſerve for Rachel, and are rewarded 
with Leah, court fancied beauty, and 
marry loath'd deformity. Such deluſrve 
felicities as theſe are the largeſſes of 
the Prince of the Air, who once at- 
temted to hare inveigled even Chrilt 
himſelf, Mat. 4. 

But God's propoſals are more ſ1n- 
cere : he knows how ſandy, how jalſe 
a foundation all theſe external things 
muſt make, and therefore warns us not 
to build ſo much as our preſent ſatisfa- 
er1on upon them, but j/ews us a more 
certain, a more compendious way t0 
acquire what we gaſp after , by tel- 
ling us that as Godlineſs in reſpect 
of the next, ſo contentment for his 
world is great gain, x Jim. 6. 6. Ut 
is indeed the unum neceſlarium, the 
one point in which all the lines of 
worldly happineſs are concentred, and 
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ro complete its excellence, tis to be had 
at home : nay indeed only there. We 
need not ramble in wild purſuits after 
it , we may form it within our own 
breaſts: no man wants materials for 
it, that knows but how to put them 
together. 

And the direqting t9 that kill 
zs the only deſion of the enſuing [ ract ;, 
which coming upon ſo kind an er- 
rand, may at lea/t hope for an unpre- 
qudic'd reception. Conteniment is a 
thing we all profeſs to aſpire ro, and 
therefore it cannot be thought an un- 
friendly office to endeavor to condudt 
men to it. How far the enſuing con- 
facterations may attend to that end, 1 
muſt leave to the judoment and ex- 
perience of the Reader, only deſiring 
him, that þe will weioh them with 
that ſeriouſneſs which befits a thing 

where- 
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wherein both his happineſs and duty 
are concern: for in this ( as in ma- 
ny other inſiances) God has ſ0 1wist- 
ed them tovether, that we cannot be 
innocently miſerable, The preſent in- 
felicities of our murmurs and nnpa- 
tiencies have an appendent gut , 
which will conſien 1s t0 a more irre- 
werjible flate of difſatisfation here- 
after. 


THE 


CONTENTMENT 
"oe % 1. = 


Of the neceſſary Connexion be- 
taveen Happmeſs aid Con- 
tentment. 


' "5 OD who 1s cllentially hap- 
py in himſelt, can reccive 
: T no acceſhion to his telicity 


by the poor contributions 

of men. He cannot there- 

tore be ſuppos'd to have made them up- 
on intuitionot increahng, but commus- 
cating his happineſs. And this his ori- 
ginal 
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ginal deſign 15 very viſible in all the parts 
of his economy towards them, When 
lapſed man had counterplotted againſt 
himſelf, deteated the purpoſe of the Di- 
vine goodneſs, and plunged his whole na- 
ture into the oppolite ſtare of endleſs mi- 
ſery ; he yet reintorcd his firit deſign, and 
by an expedient as full of wonder as mer- 
cy, the death of his Son, recovers him to 
his tormer capacity of blifs. And that it 
might not only be a bare capacity, he has 
added ail ocher methods proper to work 
upon a rational creature. He has l[hew- 
ed him Ins danger, ſer before him 1n 
peripective that eternal "Tophet, which 
he is advisd to ſhun. On the other fide he 
has no leſs lively deſcribd the heavenly 
Feruſalem, the celeitial Country to which 
he 1s to aſpire : _ farther has levell'd 
his road to it, leads him not 25 he did the 
Ifrachites the the wiilernels, thro intri- 
cate inazes to puzle his underſtanding ; 
thro a land of drought wherein were fiery 
Serpents and Scorprons, Deurt. 8. rg. to 
diſcourage and attright him, but has in 
the Goſpel chalktout a plain, a ſafe, nay 
a pleaſant path; as much ſuperior both in 
the eaſe of the way, and 1n the end to 
which it leads, as heaven is to Canaan. 


2. BY 
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2. By doing this, he has not only le- 
cured our grand and ultimate happinels, 
but provided for our intermedial allo. 
Thoſe Chriſtiau duties which are to carry 
us to heaven, are our refreſhment, our 
viaticum in our journey , his yoke 1s not 
to gall and fret us, but an engine by which 
we may with eaſe {and almoſt inſenfibly ) 
draw all the clogs and incumbrances of 
human lite. For whether we take Chri- 
ſtianity in irs whole complex, or in 1ts 
ſeveral and diſtinct branches, tis certain- 
ly the moſt exccllent, the molt com- 
pendious art of happy living : its very 
ta+ks are rewards, and jts precepts are 
nothing but a divine ſort of \lchymy, to 
ſublime at once our nature and our plea- 
ſures. 

7. Tuls may be evidenc'd in every 
particular of the Evangelical Law : but 
having formerly made ſome attemt to- 
wards it in another * tract, I ſhall , 
not here reaſlume the whole ſub- Ckriftur re 
ject. I lhall only fingle ont one s 
particular precept, whercin happineſs is 
not (as in others) only implicd, and 
mult be catcht at the rebound by conle- 
quence and event ; but is literally expreſt, 
and 15 the very matter of the duty ; I 
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mean the precept of acquielcence and 
Contentment ; Happineſs and this true ge- 
nuine Contentment, being terms ſo con- 
vertible, that to bid us be content, is but 
another phraſe for bidding ns be happy. 
4. TEMPORAL enjoiments, ſuch as 
arc pleaſure, wealth, honor, and the reſt, 
tho they make fſpecious pretences to be 


the mealure oi human happineſs,are all of 


them juſtly diſcarded by the Viilotopher 
11 his Echics,upon this one coufttderation, 
that coming troi abroad they may be 
with-held or taken from us : and our ten- 
ure being precarious, we even tor that rea- 
lon are unhap>oy 11 our moſt Uelirable pol- 
{cſhons,becaule wo {til are liable to be lo. 
And theretore he concludes, that felicity 
mult be placed im the mind and foul, which 
{ſtands withour thc reach of tortune; and 
in the practice of vertue, which in its 
own nature, and not in its contingent ule 
3s truly good, and therefore certainly ren- 
ders the poſſeſlors ſuch. 

5. BUT this practice being diffuſed 
thro the whole extent of Moral duty, £- 


pittetus thought he had deſerved well of 


human nature, when he drew it up 11 two 
ſhort words, to /u/fain and abſlein: that 
35, to bear with conitancy adverſe events, 

and 
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and with moderation enjoy thoſe that are 
proſperous. Which complexure of Phi- 
lolophy is yet more fully, as well as more 
compendioully cxpreſt in the fingle no- 
tion of Contentment : which involves the 
patient bearing of all miſadventures, and 
generous Conicmt of ſenſual illectives. 
I'his tate of mind the Greeks expreſs by 
calling it ayrzoxas, or ſeli-fufticiency , 
which, we know properly ſpeaking, 15 one 
of the incommunicable attributes of rhe 
divine nature: and the Stoics expretly 
pretend,that by it mortal men are enabled 
co rival their Gods; in Sexrcca's Phraſe , 
to make a controverſy with Jupiter him- 
ſelf. But abaring the 1nſolent blaſphemy 
of an independent ftelicity , Chriſtianity 
acknowledges a material truth inthe al- 
{ertion : 2nd S, Paul declarcs of himſclt, 
that having /earnt how to want and howto 
abound, and in whatever ſtate he happens to 
be in, therewith to be content: he 5 able to 
ao all thinzs thro Chriſt that ſirengthens 
him, Plil. 4. x1, 12, 13. and having no- 
thing to poſſeſs all things, 2 Cor. 6. 10- 

6. W HICH great event comes about, 
not only becaute all good things are emi- 
nently 1n the divine nature, aud he who 
by Vertue and Religion poſſefies Him, 

thereby 
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thereby in a full equivalence has every 
thing ; butalſo upon human melures, and 
pr nciples of Philoſophy : the compen- 
dious addreſs to wealth, as Plato rightly 
obſcrv'd,being not to encreaſe poſſeſtons, 
but leſſen defires. And it fo, twill tollow 
that the contented man muſt be abundant- 
ly provided tor, being ſo entirely fati:fied 
with what he has, as to have no delires at 
all. Indeed tis trily ſaid of covetous men, 
and is cqually verified ot all who have any 
defire to gratity, that they want no lefs 
what they have, then what they have not: 
but the reverſe of that Paradox is really 
made good by Content ment, which beſtows 
on men the enjoiment of whatever they 
have, and alſo whatever they have not ; 
and by teaching to want nothing , abun- 
dantly ſecures not to want happineſs. 

7- ON the other fide this one grace 
being abſenr, it is not in the power of any 
ſucceſs or afluence to make lit: a tole- 
rable thing.Let all the materials of earth- 
ly happineſs be amaſt together and flung 
upon one man, they will without con- 
tentment be bur like the fatal prize of 
Tarpeia's treaſon, who was prelt to death 
with the weight of her booty. He that 
has the elements of felicity, and yet Ccan- 

not 
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not form them 1nto a ſatisfaction,is more 
deſperately miſerable then he that wants 
them: for he who wants them has yet 
ſomthing to hope for,and thinks it he had 
them he might be happy ; but he who in- 
ſignificantly potlefſes them, has no re- 
ſerve, has not fo much as the Viattery of 
an expectation ; for he has nothing left ro 
defire,and vet can be as little ſaid to ea- 

[OV. 
$. HE therefore that won'd have the 
extract,the quinteflence ot happineſs, muſt 
ſeek itin Content. All outward acceſſions 
are but the droſs & earthly part: this alone 
is the ſpirit, whichwhen tis once ſeparated, 
depend; not upon tlie tate of the other; 
but preſerves its vigor when that is de- 
{troid.St. P.ulwhom I before mention 'd, 
1s a ready inſtance of it, who proteſles to 
be content zn what ever ſlate; Contentment 
being not ſo infeparately link'd to exter- 
nal things,but that they may ſubſiſt aparr. 
Thar thole arc often without it we are 
too ſure,and that it may be without them 
is as certainly true ; tho by our own de- 
fau'r we have not ſo many examples of 
it. A hcart that right'y computes the 
difterence between temporals and erer- 
nals, may reſolve with the Prophet , Al- 
tho 
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tho t the fra-tr ee ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 
fruit be in the vines, the laber of the oltve 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhail. viold mo meat ; 
the flocks ſpall be cut from the fold, and there 
Soallbe no herds in tho ['all; yet [will regoyce 
in the Lord, Fa - my in the God of my Sal- 

vation, Hab., . He that has God 
need not ak þ ore the w antot any 
thing elſe: nor can he that conhiders the 
pienty and g'ory oi his tuture ſtate, be 
much dejected with the want or abject- 
neſs of his prelent. 

9. Yer ſo induigent 15 God to ou 
infirmities, that knowing how men. 
impatient natures are to wal; only by 
faith,and not at all by ſieht, 2 Cor. 5. 7. he 
is pleas'd to give us tair autepalts of ſa - 
tiztactioa here, diſpenſes his temporal 
b'eflings tho not equally, yet fo univer- 
{aliy, that he that has lealt, has cnough to 
oblige not only his acquieſcence, but his 
thanktulneſs. Tho every man has not all 
he wiſhes, yet he has that which is more 
valuable then that he complains to want ; 
nay which he himſelt could worſe ſpare 
were it put to his option. 

10. ANv now from ſuch a diſpoſurc of 
things who would not expect that man- 


kind ſhould be the cheartullelt part of the 
creation 
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creation ? that the ſun ſhould not more 
rejoice to run his courſe, Pſal. 19, 5, then 
man ſhould to finiſh his? that a journy 
which has ſo bleſſed an end, and ſuch 
good accommodation by the way, ſhould 
be paſt with all imaginabie alacrity > and 
that we ſhould live here practicers and 
learners of the ſtate of unmix'd inter- 
minable joies to which we afpire 2 But 
alas, it we look upon the univerſality ot 
men, we ſhall find it nothing ſo ; but 
while all other creatures vglad{omly fol- 
low the order of their creation, take ple- 
ſure in thoſe things God has afſign'd for 
them, we with a ſullen perverſneſs quar- 
rel at what we thould enjoy, and in eve- 
ry thing make it our buſineſs, not to fit 
it for our uſe, but ro tind out fome con- 
celed quality which may render it unfit. 
We look inlidioully upon our bleflings, 
like men that defign'd only to pick a quar- 
rel, and ſtart a pretence tor mutining. 
From hence it 1s that man, who was de- 
ſign'd the Lord of the world, ro whoſe 
ſatisfaction all infcrior beings were to 
contribute, is now the unhappieſt of the 
Creatures: nay as it the whole order of 
the univerſe were inverted, he becomes 
{lave to his own vaſſals, conrts all theſe 
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little ſublunary things with ſuch paſſion, 
that if they prove coy and fly his embra- 
ces, he is mad and deſperate ; if they fling 
themſelves into his Arms, he 1s then glut- 
ted and ſatiated;like Amnon he hates more 
then he loved, 2 Sam. 13.15. and is ſicker 
of his poſſeſſion, then he was of his defire, 
10. AND thus will it ever be cill we 
can keep our deſires more at home, and 
not ſuffer them to ramble after things 
without reach. That honeſt Roman, 
who from his extraordinary induſtry up- 
on his little ſpot of ground received ſuch 
an increaſe as brought him under ſuſpi- 
cion of witchcraft, is a good example 
for us. God has placed none of us in fo 
barren a ſoil, in ſo forlorn a ſtate, but 
there is ſomthing in it which may aftord 
us comfort ; let us husband that to the ut- 
moſt, and tis ſcarce imaginable what im- 
provement, even he that appears the moſt 
miſerable may make of his condition. 
Bur if ina ſullen humor we will not cul- 
tivate our own field, becauſe we have 
perhaps more mind to our neighbor's, we 
may thank our ſelves it we ſtarve. The 
deſpiſing of what God has already given 
us, 1s ſure but cold invitation to farther 
bounty, Meu are indeed forced ſomtimes 
to 
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to reward the mutinous : but God is not 
to be ſo attaqued,nor is it that ſort of vio- 
lence which can ever force heaven, The 
Heathen could ſay that Jupiter ſent his 
plagues among the poorer ſort of men, 
becauſe they were alwaies repining: and 
indeed there is ſo much of truth in the 
obſervation, that our impatience and diſ- 
content at our preſent condition, 15 the 
greateſt provocation to God to make it 
worlſe. 

1. IT muſt therefore be reſoiv d to be 
very contrary to our intereſt, and ſurely 
tis no leſs to our duty. It is ſoif we do but 
own our ſelves men, for in that is impli d 
a ſubordination and ſubmiſſion to that 
power which made us ſo; and to diſpute 
his managery of the world, to make other 
diſtributions of it then he has don, is to 
renounce our ſubjeQion, and ſet up for 
dominion. But this is yet more 1ntole- 
rable as we are Chriſtians, it being a ſpe- 
cial part of the Evangelical diſcipline, 
cherefully to conform to any condition - 
to now how to be abaſed,and how to abouna, 
zo be full and to be hungry, Phil.4-12. to be 
careful for nothing, ver.6. Nay ſo little do's 
Chriſt give countenance to our peeviſh 
aiſcontents, our wanton out-crics when 

; B 2 we 


—_— 


Be EI De on ne non 


— -- = 


_ A 


12 The Art oft Contentment. 


we are not hurt, that he requires more 
then a contentment, an exultancy and 
tranſport of joy under the heavieſt preſ- 
ſures, under reproches and perſecutions, 
Regorce ye in that day,and leap for joy, Lu.6. 
23. And ſure nothing can be more con- 
trary to this, then to be alwaies whining 
and complaining, crying in the Prophets 
phraſe, my /canne/s my leanneſs, wo rs me, 
Iſa. 24. 16. when perhaps Moſes's fimile 
do's better fit our ſtate, Jeſurun waxed fat 
and kicked, Deut. 32.15. 

12. ANp as this querulous humor is 
againſt our intereſt and duty, fo is it vi- 
ſibly againſt our eaſe. Tis a ſickneſs of 
the mind, a perpetual gnawing and cra- 
ning of the appetitc without any polhbi- 
lity of ſatistaction:and indeed is the ſame 
in the heart which the Caninus appetitus 
15 11 the ſtomach, to which we may aptly 
enough apply that deſcription we find in 
the Prophet, he ſhall ſnatch on the right 
hand and be hungry, and he ſhall cat on the 
left and not be ſatisfied, Elay gy. 20. Where 
this ſharp, this fretting humor abounds, 
nothing converts into uuriſhment : every 
new acceſhon dos but excite ſome new 
achtre:and as tis obſerv d of a trencher-ted 
dog, that he taſts not one bir tor the mw 
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dy expeQation of the next ; ſo a diſcon- 
tented mind is ſo intent upon his purſuits, 
that he has no reliſh of his acqueſts. So 
that what the Prophet ſpeaks: of the Co- 
vetous, is equally appliable to all other 
forts of Male-contents :- be enlarges his 
deſire as hell, and is as death, and cannot 
be {atisfied, Hab. 2. 5. And lure if the 
aefire accompliſhed be, as Solomon faies, 
ſweet to the ſoul, Prov. 13. 19. it muſt 
be exceedingly bitter, to be thus con- 
demned to endleſs unaccompliſhable de- 
fires; and yet this is the torture which 
every repining uncontented ſpirit pro- 
vides for its ſelf. 

13. WHaT a madneſs 1s it then for 
men to be ſo deſperatly bent againſt their 
intereſt and duty, as to renounce even 
their eaſe too for company ? One would 
think this age were ſenſual enough to be 
at defiance with the leaſt ſhadow of unea- 
ſtneſs. It is fo I am ſure where it ought 
not, every thing is laborious when tis in- 
compliance with their duty:a few minutes 
ſpent in praier, 0h what a wearineſs is it ) 
Mal. 2.13. It they chance but to mils a 
meal,they are ready to cry out,their 4nees 
are weak thro faſiing, Plal. 10g. 23. yet 
they Can without regret, or any felt-com- 
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paſſion, macerate and cruciate themſelves 
with anxious cares and vexations, and 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 6. 10. prerce 
themſelves thro with many ſorrows. That 
propoſal therefore which was very raſhly 
made by St. Peter to our Saviour, Maſter 
pity thy ſelf, Mat. 16. 22. which we render 
be it far from thee, would here be an ad- 
viſed motion to the generality of man- 
kind, who are commonly made unhap- 
py not by any thing without them, but 

y thoſe reſtleſs impatiencies that are 
within them. 

14. IT may therefore be a ſeaſonable 
office to endevor the appeaſing theſe 
ſtorms, by recalling them to thoſe ſober 
rational conſiderations, which may ſhew 
as well the folly, as uneaſfineſs of this re- 
pining unſatisfiable hamor. Tis certain 
that im true reaſoning, we can find no- 
thing whereon to found it, but a great 
deal to enforce the contrary. Indeed tis 
ſo much againſt the dictate of reaſona- 
ble nature to affect damage, fin, and 
torment, that were there nothing elſe to 
be ſaid but what I have already men- 
tiond, it might competently diſcover the 
great unreaſonableneſs of this fin. 

I5. BUT we need not confine our ap- 


peal 
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peal to reaſon, as it is only a judge of uti- 
lity and advantage ; but enlarge it to an- 
other notion, as it is judge of equity and 
right: in which reſpect alſo it gives as 
clear and peremtory a ſentence againſt 
all murmuring impatience. To evince 
this I ſhall infiſt upon theſe particulars. 
T1. that God is debtor to no man, and 
therefore what ever he affords to any, it 
is upon bounty not of right, a benevo- 
lence not a due. 2%, That this bounty is 
not ſtreight or narrow, confin d to ſome 
few particular perſons, and wholly over- 
Skipping the reſt, but more or le's univer- 
ſally dittuſed to all, So that he who has 
the leaſt,cannot juſtly ſay bur he has bin li- 
berally dealt with. 3” That if we compare 
our bleſſings with our allajes, our good 
things with our evil, we ſhall find our 
good far ſurmounting. 4? Thar we ſhall 
find them yet more ſo, it we compare 
them with the good we have don, as on 
the contrary we {hall find our aflictions 
ſcarce diſcernible it balanced with our 
fins. 5% That as God 1s Rector of the uni- 
verſe,ſo it appertains to him to make ſuch 
allotments, ſuch diſtributions, as may beſt 
preſerve the ſtate of the whole. 6 Thar 
God notwithſtanding that yniverſal care, 

has 


16 The Art of Contentment. 


has alſo a peculiar aſpect on every parti- 
cular Perſon, and diſpoſes to him what 
he diſcerns beſt for him in ſpecial. 5 It 
we compare our adverſities with thoſe 
of other men, we ſhall alwaies find ſom- 
thing that equals it not exceeds our own. 
All theſe are certain irretragable truths, 
and there is none of them ſingle but may, 
if well preſt upon the mind, charm it 
into a calmneſs and reſignation ; but 
when there is ſuch a conſpiration of argu- 
ments, it muſt be a very obſtinate perverſ\- 
neſs that can refift them: or ſhould they 
fail to er torce a full conviction, will yet 
introduce thoſe ſubſidiary proots, which 
I have to alledge, ſo advantagioully, as 
will being put altogether, amount unto 
pertect and uncoutroulable Evidence, 
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Of God's abſolute Sovernignt;. 


b. H E firſt propoſition, that God 1s 
debtor to no man.ts too clear and 
apparent to require much of illuſtration: 
for as he isa free agent and may act as 
he pleaſes, ſo he is the ſole proprietary, 
and can wrongfully detain trom none, 
becauſe all original right is in himſelt. 
This has bia ſo inuch acknowledged by 
the blindeſt Heathens, that none of them 
durſt make inſolent addreiſes to their 
Gods, challenge any thing of them as of 
debr, but by ſacrifices and prayers own d 
their dependance aud wants,and implord 
ſupplies. And ſure Chrittanity teaches 
us not to be more fawcy. It thoſe Dot- 
ties who ow d their very being to their 
votaries,were yet acknowledged to be the 
ſpring and ſource of all, we can with no 
pretence deny it to that ſupreme power 
in whom we live, move, and have ory being, 
Acts 17. 28, For if it were merely an 
C act 
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act of his choice to give us a being, all 
his ſubſequent bounties can have no other 
original then his own good pleaſure. We 
could put no obligation upon God betore 
we were: and when we began to be, we 
were his creatures, and ſo by the moſt 1n- 


 diſputable right owe our ſelves to him, 


but can have no antecedent title on which 
to claim any thing trom him : ſo that the 
Apoſtle might well make the challenge 
which he doth on God's behalt, who hath 
given any thing unto him, and it ſhall be re- 
compenc d to him again? Rom. 11. 3x. 

2. Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us 
not tobe too bold in our expectation from 
one to whom we can plead no right.It has 
as little of prudence as modeſty, to preſs 
impudently upon the bounty of a Patron, 
and dos but give him temtation (at leaſt 
pretence) to deny. And it it be thus with 
men, who potlibly may ſomtimes have an 
interelt, ſortimesa vanity to oblige us; it 
mult be much more {o towards God, who 
cannot be in want of us, & theretore need 
not buy us. Ozr good,as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, 
extends not tohim, Plal. 16.2. He has a 
tundamental right in that little we are, 
which will fttand good tho it ſhould ne- 
ver be corroborated by greater benetits, 

With 
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With what an humble baſhfulneſs ſhould 
we then ſue for any thing, who have no 
argument to invite the leaſt donation ? 
being already ſo preingaged,that we can- 
not mortgage ſo much as our ſelves in 
conlideration of any new favor:and ſurely 
extravagant hopes do very ill bet people 
in this condition. We ſee the modeſty 
of good Mephiboſheth, who tho he was 
by a {landerous accuſation outed of halt 
the eſtate David had given him, ver upon 
a reflection that he derivd it all from his 
good pleaſure, diſputed not the ſentence, 
but cheartully rchign'd the whole to the 
ſame diſpolure, trom which he received 
it, ſaying, Yea, let him take all, 2 Sam.19. 
3o. Arare example and fit for imitation, 
as being adapted to the preſent caſe, not 
only in that one circumſtance of his ha- 
ving receiv dall from the King, but alſo in 
that of the attainder of his blood, which 
he conteſſes in the former part of the verſe, 
for all of my father's houſe were but dead men 
before my Lord. And alas may we not ſay 
the very ſame? was not our whole race 
tainted in our firſt Parent 2? So that if God 
had not the primary title of vaſſalage, 
he would in our fall have acquir'd that 
of confiſcation and eſcheat. And can we 

C 2 think 
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think our ſelves then in terms to capitu- 
late and make our own conditions, and 
expect God thould humor us in all our 
wild demands ? 

3- Tris is indeed to keep up that old 
rebellion of our Progenitor, for that con- 
ſiſted in a diſcontent with that portion 
God had aftign'd him, and coveting what 
he had reftrain'd him. Nay indeed 1t 
comes up to the height of the Devil's pro- 
poſal, the attemrting #o be as God, Gen. 
2.5. For tis an endevor to wreit the ma- 
nagery out of his hands, to ſuperſede his 
Autority of diſpenſing to ns, and to carve 
for our ſelves. This is fo mad an infolence, 
that were 1t poſſible to ſtate a caſe exadtly 
parallel between man and man, it would 
raiſe the indignation of any that but pre- 
tended to inyenuity. Yet this is, without 
Hyperbole,the true meaning of every mur- 
muring repining thought we entertain, 

4. BUT as bad as it is, who 1s there 
of ns, that can 1n this particular ſay, we 
have mae our hcarts clean? Prov.20.9. Tis 
truc we make ſome formal acknowledge- 
ment ſometimes that we receive all trom 
God's gift : cuſtom teaches us trom our in- 
fanc y atter every meal we eat to give him 
thanks; (tho even thar is now thought too 

much 
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much reſpect, and begins to be diſcarded 
as unfaſhionable;) Yet ſure he cannot be 
thought to do that in earneſt, that has all 
the time of his eating bin grumbling that 
his table abounds not with ſuch delicacies 
as his neighbors. And yet at this rate 
God knows are moſt of our thankſgivings. 
Indeed we have not ſo much ordinary ci- 
Vility to God, as we have to men. The 
common proverb teaches us not too Curi- 
ouſly to pry into the blemithes of what 
is given us: but on Gods gifts we fit as 
Cenſors, nicely examine every thing 
which is 10 any way diſfagreeable to our 
fancies, and as if we dealt with him under 
the notion of chapmen, diſparage it, as 
Solomon faies buyers uſe to do, 2t zs 
naught,it is naught, ſateth the buyer, Prov. 
20.14. Nay we ſeem yet more abſurdly 
to Change the ſcene, and as it God were 
to make oblation to us, we as critically 
obſerve the detects of his benctaCtions, 
as the Levitical prieſts were to do thoſe of 
the ſacrifice, and (like angry Deities) 
 ſcornfully reject what ever do's not per- 
tectly anſwer our wanton appetites. 

5. AND now ſhould God take us at 
our words, withdraw all thoſe bleſſings 
which we lo faſtidioully deſpiſe, what a 

CON- 
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condition were we in? Tis ſure we have 
nothing to plead in reverle of that judge- 
ment. 'There is nothing in it againſt ju- 
ſtice - for he takes but his own. This he 
intimates to Iſrael, Hof. 2.9. I will re- 
turn and take away my corn in the time 
thereof, and my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, 
and will recover my wooll and my flax: in 
which he aſſerts his own propriety, my 
corn, my wine,&e. and recalls them to the 
remembrance that they were but uſufru- 
ctuaries : and tis as evident that our 
tenure 15 but the ſame. Nay this pro- 
ceeding would not be repugnant even to 
mercy, for even that is not obliged 
ſtill ro proſtitute its ſelt to our contemt. 
I am ſure ſuch a tolcrance is beyond all 
the meaſures of human lenity. Should 
any of us offer an alms to an indigent 
wretch, and he when he flees it 15 Silver, 
ſhould murmur and exclame that it is 
not Gold, would we not draw back our 
hand, and reſerve our charity tor a more 
worthy object 7 Tis true indeed Gods 
thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor 
our narrow bowels equal meaſures for the 
divine compaſſitons, and we experimen- 
tally find that his Jong-ſuffering infinitly 


exceeds ours; yet we know he dos in the 
parable 


wm Do Tis awmuco 


SEcT.I1. Of God's Abſolute Soveraignty. 23 


parable of the Lord and the ſervant, Mar. 
18. dec'are that he will proportion his 
mercy by ours, in that inſtance ; and we 
have no promiſe that he will not do it 
in this: nay we have all reaſon to expect 
he ſhould ; for ſince his wiſdom promts 
him to do nothing in vain, and all his 
bounty to us is defignd to make us hap- 
py, when he ſees that end utterly fru- 
ſtrated by our diſcontents, to what pur- 
poſe ſhould he continue that to us which 
we will be never the better tor / 

6. BES1DEs tho he be exceedingly 
patient, yet he is not negligent or 1n- 
ſenſible ; he takes particular notice, not 
only with what diligence we enuploy , 
but with what affection we reſent eve- 
ry of his bleſſings. And as ingratitude is 
a vice odious to:men, lo it is extremely 
provoking to God: fo that in this ſenſe 
alſo, the words of our Saviour are moſt 
true, from him that hath not (z.e.) that 
hath not a gratetul ſenſe and value, ſal! 
be taken away even that he hath, Mat. 25. 
29. But we may find a threatning of this 
kind yet more exprels to Iſrael, becauſe 
thou ſerveaſt not the Lord thy God with 
gladneſs and with joifulneſs of heart for 
the abundance of all things, therefore ſhalt 

thou 
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thou ſerve thine enemies, whom the Lord 
God will ſend among thee, in hunger and in 
thirſt and in nakedneſs and in want of all 
things, Deut. 28. 27,28. aſad and ditmal 
inverſion, yet tounded wholly in the want 
of that cheertul recognition which God 
expected trom them. And it lirael the 
lot of his own inheritance, that people 
whom he had fingled out from all the na- 
tions of the world, could thus forfeit his 
tavor by untharktulneſs, ſure none of us 
can ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of 
it. In a word, as God loves a cheerful 
giver, ſo he alſo loves a cheerful receiver; 
one that complies with his end in be- 
ſtowing, by taking a juſt complacence 1n 
his gifts. But the querulous and uuſa- 
tisfied, reproch his bounty ; accuſe him of 
illiberality and narrowneſs of mind. So 
that he ſeems even in his honor engaged 
tobring them to a righter apprehenbon 
of him, and by a deprivation teach them 
the value of thoſe good things, which 
they could not learn by the enjoyment. 

7. Is therefore ingenuity and grati- 
tude cannot, yet at leaſt let prudence 
and ſfelt-love engage us againſt this fin 
of Murmuring, which we tee do's abun- 
dantly juſtity the character the Wiſe man 
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gives, when hetells us 715 unprofitable,Wil. 
1,11. he might have ſaid pernicious alſo, 
for ſo it evidently is in its effects. Let us 
then arm our ſelves againſt it, and to that 
purpoſe impreſs deeply upon our minds 
the preſent conſideration, that God owes 
us nothing,and that what ever we reccive 
isanalms, and not a tribute. Drogenes be- 
ing asked what wine drank the moſt plc - 
ſant, anſwered, that which is drunk at an- 
other's coſt. And this circumſtance we 
Can never miſs of to recommend our 
good things to us: for be they little or 
much, they come gratzs, When theretore 
in a pettiſh mood we find our ſelves apt 
to charge God fooliſhly, and to think him 
{trait-handed towards us, let us ima- 
ginc we hear God cxpoſtulating with 
us, as the houſholder in the parable, Frzcnd 
1 do thee no wrong : 5 it not lawful for me 
to do what { nill with mine own? Nat. 20. 
15. Il God have not the right of diſpo- 
ſtng, let us find out thoſe that have, and 
fee how much better we {hall ſpeed - but 
it he hath, let us take heed of diſputing 
with him: we that fubſiit merely by his 
favor, had necd court and cherith it b; 
all the. arts of humble obſervance. E- 
very man is ready to fay how ill beggary 
ID 71G 
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and pride do agree. The firſt qualification 
we canuot put off, O let us not provide 
it 0{ the other ſo inconvenient ſo odious 
an adjunct. Let us leave off preſcribing 
to God (which no ingenuous man would 
do to an earthly benefactor) and let us 
betake our ſelves to a more holy and ſuc- 
ceſsful policy , the acknowledgement of 
paſt mercies, and our own unworthineſs. 
This was Jacob s method, 1 am not wor- 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth whith thou haſt ſhewd unto thy 
ſervant : for mth my ſtaff [ paſſed over this 
Jordan, endnow Jambecome two bands,and 
with this humble preface he introduces 
his petition for reſcuc in his preſent di- 
ſtrels, Delever me I pray thee from the hand 
of my brother, &Cc. Gen. 32.109, 11. An 
exccilent patrern oft Divine Rhetoric , 
which the iucccls demonſtrates to have 
bit yery prevalent, And we cannot tran- 
{cribe a better copy, ty render our de- 
fires as luccesfiui. Indeed we are fo ut- 
teriy deititutre of all arguments trom our 
feles, that we Can make no reaſonable 
torm of addrets, if we found it not in 
tomrhing of Gol - and there 13 nothing 
even in him adapred to our rurpole, but 
Nis mercy ; vor Can that be ſo advan- 
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tageouſly urged by any thing, as by the 
former inſtances it has given of ir ſelf: 
for as God only is fit to be a precedent to 
himſelt, fo he loves to be ſo. Thus we 
find. not only Moſes, but God often rc- 
colleCting his miraculous favors towards 
{ſrael, as an argument to do more : let us 
therefore accoſt him in his own way, and 
by a frequent and grateful recounting of 
his former mercies, engage him to future - 
Nor need we be at a loſs for matter ot 
ſuch recollection, it we will bur fcrioutly 
conſider what we have already received, 
which is the ſubjeCt of the next Section, 
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© £CT. HILL 
Of God's unlimited bounty. 


1. DT is the known character of an un- 
worthy nature, to write 1njuries 1n 
Marble, and benefts in duſt : and how- 
ever lome (as Seneca well oblerves) may 
acquit themſelves of this imputation as 
to man, yet ſcarce any do ſo in relatron 
to God. Tis true indeed the charge muſt 
be a little varied; for God neither will 
nor can do us injury: yet we receive a- 
ny thing that is adverſe with ſuch a re- 
ſeutment as1f it were, and engrave that in 
our memories with indelible characters, 
winlft 11s creat and real benefits are either 
notatallobiervd, or with ſo tranfhent an 
advertence, that the compariſon of duſt 
is beyond our pitch, and we may be more 
properly ſaid to write them in water. 
Nay fo far are we from keeping records 
and regitters uf hi; favors, that even thoſe 
ſtanding anc! fixt ones which ſenſe can 
promt us to (without rhe aid of our me- 

morics) cannot obtain our notice. 
2. WERE it not thus, it were impoſl- 
fible tor men to be fo perpetually in the 
COM- 
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complaining Key, as if their voices were 
capable of no other ſound. One wants 
this, and another that, and a third ſom- 
thing beyond them both, and ſo on a& 
nfimtum; when all this while every one 
of them enjoies a multitude of good 
things without any remark. That very 
breath wherewith they utter their com- 
plaints, is a bleſling, and a fundamental 
one too: for if God ſhould withdraw that, 
they were incapable of whatloever elle 
they either have, or defire. Tis true that 
ſome mens impatiencies have riſen ſo 
high, as to caſt away lite, becauſe it was 
not clothed with all circumſtances they 
wiſht. Yet theſe are rare initances, and 
do ouly ſhew ſuch mens depraved judge- 
ment of things. A rich Jewel 1s not the 
leſs valuable, becauſe a mad man in his 
raving fit flings it into the fire : but as to 
the generality of men, the Devil (tho a 
liar) gave a true account of their ſenſe, 
when he ſaid, Skzn for shin, and all that a 
man bath will he ptve for his life, Job 2. 4+ 
And tho perhaps in an angry fit many 
men have with Jonas, Chap.4.3. wi/ht to 
die,yet ten to one ſhould death then come, 
they would be as willing to divert it, as 
was the man in the Apologue, who weari- 
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ed with his burden of ſticks, flung it down 
and call'd for death, but when he came, 
own'd no other occaſion for him, but to 
be helpt up again with his bundle. I dare 
in this appeal to the experience of thoſe, 
who have ſeemed very weary of lite, whe- 
ther when any ſuddain danger has furpri- 
ſed them, it has not as ſuddenly altered 
their mind, and -made them more deſire 
life, then before they abhorr d it. Tis the 
common ſaying, as long as there is life 
there is hope : there is fo as to ſecular con- 
cerns; for what ſtrange revolutions do we 
often ſee in the age of man? from what 
deſpicable beginnings have many arriv 4 
fo the moſt ſplendid conditions > Of 
which we have divers moddern as well as 
ancient inſtances. And indeed tis admi- 
rable to ſee what time and induſtry will 
(with God's bleſling) cftect. Brut there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſ- 
dom in the grave, Fcclel.g.ro. we can im- 
prove no more when we are once tran{- 
planced thither. 

}. BUT this is yet much more conſt- 
derable in reſpec of our ſpiritual ſtate. 
Our life is the day wherein we are towork, 
Joh.9.4. (yea to work out our Salvation: } 
but when the night comes (when death 0- 
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vertakes) no mancan work. Now alas when 
tis confider d how much of this day the 
molt of us have loiter d away, how many 
of us have ſtood idle till the fixth or ninth 
hour, it will be our concern not to have 
our day clote before the eleventh. Nay 
alas tis yet worle with us: we have not on- 
iy bin idle, but very often ill buſted ; ſo 
that we have a great part of our time to 
unravel, and that 1S not to bedon in a mo- 
ment. For tho our works may fitly e- 
nough be repreicuted by the Prophets 
compariion of a /pider's web, lay.yg.y. 
yet they waut the belt property even ot 
that; they cannot be ſo ſoon undon. 
Vices that are radicated by time and Cu- 
itom, lie too deep ro be lightly ſwept a- 
way. Tis noealy thing to perſwade our 
ſelves, to the will of parting with them. 
Many violences we mult ofter to our 
ſelves: a long and ſtrict courſe of morti- 
fication mutt be gon thro, ere we can find 
in our hearts to bid them be gon: and yet 
when we do fo, they are not fo tractable 
as the Centurion's ſervants. They will in- 
deed come when ever we bid them, bur 
they will jcarce go ſo: they mult be ex- 
pelld by force a: od by flow degrees ; : we 
mult fght tor every ;1ch of ground we 

gain 
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gain from them : and as God would not 
aſſiſt the Iſraelites to ſubdue rhe Canaa- 
nites at once, Deut.7.22. ſo neither ordi- 
narily do's he us to maſter pertectly our 
corruptions. Now a proceſs of this dith- 
culty is not to be diſpatcht on a ſudden. 
And yet this is not all our task, for we 
have not only ill habits ro extirpate, but 
we have alſo good ones to acquire : tis 
not a mere negative vertue will ſerve our 
rurns, nor will empty lamps center us 1nto 
the marriage chamber, Mat. 2s. 10. Ie 
muſt add to our faith vertue, and to vertue 
knowledge,and to knowledge temperance,S8C. 
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2 Pet. 1.5, Nolink mult be wanting of 


that ſacred chain, but we muſt (as the 
ſame Apoſtle adviſes) be holy in all manner 
of conver{ation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 

4. Axp now I would dehre the Rea- 
der ſerioutly ro conſider, whether he can 
npon good grounds tell himſelt that this 
{o difficult (and yet ſo neceſſary) a work 
is efteCtually wrought in him. If it be, 
he 15 a happy man, and can with no pre- 
rence Complain of any external want : (he 
that is fed with Manna, mult be [trangely 
perverſe it he murmure for a belly-tull of 
lcebs and ontons, Num.11.15. ) Buton the 
contrary he owes infinite thanks to God, 

that 
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that has ſpared him time for this impor- 
tant buſineſs, and did not put a period to 
his natural lite, before he had begun a ſpi- 
ritual. For I fear there are among the beſt 
of us few of ſo entire an innocence, but 
they may remember ſome,either kabits or 
acts of fin, in which it would have bin 
dreadful for them to have bin ſnatcht a- 
way. And then how comprehenſive, how 
prolific a mercy has lite bin to them, 
when it has carried eternity in its womb, 
and their continuance on earth has qua- 
lified them for heaven? Neither are ſuch 
perſons only to look on it as a blefling 1n 
the retroſpect, as it relates to the paſt, bur 
alſo in the preſent aud turure: which if 
they continue to employ well, do's not 
only confirm, but advance their reward. 
Befides God may pleaſe by chem to glo- 
rify himſelf, make them inſtrumental to 
his ſervice ; which as it is the greateſt ho- 
nor, ſo it is allo the greateſt ſatisfaftion 
to a good heart. He ſhews himſelt too 
mercenary that ſo longs for his reward, as 
to grow impatient of his attendances: he 
that loves God, thinks himſclt bleſt ia the 
opportunity of doing work, as well as in 
receiving wages. Thus we ſee how life is 
under all theſe aſpects a mercy to a pions 
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man, and {uch as not only obliges him to 
contentment, but gratitude. 

5. BUT ſuppoling a man cannot give 
this comfortable account of his lite, but 
is conſcious that he has ſpent it to a very 
different purpole, yet do's not that at all 
leſſen his obligations to God, who meant 
he ſhould have emploid it better, and 
that he has not don ſo 1s merely his own 
fault. Nay indecd the worſe his ſtate is, 
the greater mercy it 13, that God has not 
made it irreveifible, that he has not cut 
him off at once from the carth and the 
poſſibility ot heaven too, but affords him 
yet a longer day,if yet be will hear his vorce, 
Plal.gg.7. This long-ſuttering is one of 
the molt tranſcendent acts of divine good- 
neſs, and tfgrefore the Apoſtle rightly 
{tiles it the r7ches of his goodneſs and long- 


ſufferins and forbearance, Rom.2.,4. and to 


at laſt we commonly acknowledg it, when 
we have worn it out, and can no longer 
receive advantage by it. What a value 
dos gaſping deſpairing foul put upon a 
[mall parcel ot that time, which betore 
he knew not how tait enough to ſquan- 
der? Oh that men would fer the {ame e- 
{ti mate on 1t betore: and then certainly,as 
it would make them better husbands of 

its 
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it, ſo it would alſo render them more 
chankful for it, Accounting that the long - 
ſuffering of our Lord 2s Salvation, 2 Pet. 
3. v9; 

6. Ixperp did men but rightly com- 
pute the benefit of life upon this ſcore, 
all ſecular encumbrances and uneafincfles 
of it would be over-whelmed, and ſtand 
only as Cyphers in the account. What a 
ſhame is it then that we jhould ſpend our 
breath in fighs and out-cries? which if 
we would employ to thoſe nobler ends 
for which twas given, would ſuperſede 
our complaints, and make us conteſs we 
were well dealt with, that ozr /ife (tho 
bare and ftript of all outward acceflarics) 
# gtven us for a prey, Jer. 15.5. And in- 
deed he that has yet the great work of life 
to do, can very ill ſpare time or ſorrow to 
beſtow upon the regretting any temporal 
diſtreſs, ſince his whole ſtock 1s little e- 
nough to bewail and repair his neglects 
of his eternal concerns. Were our hves 
therefore deſtitute of all outward com- 
forr, nay were they nothing but a ſcene 
of perpetual diſaſters, yet this one advan- 
tage of life would infinitly out-wergh 
them all, and render our murmuring ve- 
ry inexculable. 

KF 2 7. DUE 
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7. BUT God has not put this to the 
utmoſt trial, has never plac'd any man 
in ſuch a ſtate of unmist calamity, but 
that he ſtill affords many and great allaies: 
he finds it fir ſomtimes to detalk ſome of 
our outward comforts, and perhaps im- 
bitter others, but he never takes all away, 
This muſt be acknowledged, it we do but 
conſider how many things there are in 
which the whole race of mankind do 
in common partake. The four Elements, 
fire and water, air and earth, do not more 
make up every man's compolition, then 
they ſupply his needs : the whole hoſt of 
heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, Als/es 
will tell us, are by God azwided to all na- 
#:10ns under the whole heaven, Deut. 4. 19. 
Thoſe reſplendent bodies equally afford 
their light and influence to all. The Sun 
ſhines as bright on the poor Cottage, as on 
the moſt magnificent Palace; and the 
ſtars have their benign Aſpects, as well tor 
nm that zs behind the 1{4ll, as tor him that 
firteth on the Throne, Fx.11.5. Propricty 
(the preat incendiary below) breeds no 
contuſion 1n thoſe celeſtial Orbs, but they 
are every mans trefure,yet no man's pecu- 
liar (as it they meant to teach us, that our 
love of appropriation deſcends uot from 

above, 
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above, ſam. 3.15. is no heavenly quality.) 
8. AND as they make no itin@ion 
of the ranks and degrees of men, ſo nei- 
ther do they of their vertues. Our Sa- 
vior tells us, God cauſes hs Sun to riſe on 
the good and on the evil, and [endeth rain on 
the juſt and on the unjuſt, Mat.5.45. It now 
we deſcend lower to the ſublunary crea- 
tures, they equally pay their homage to 
man, donot diſdain the dominion of the 
poor, and ſubmit to that of the rich, but 
ſhew us that their inſtin&t extends to 
the whole nature, An horſe draws the 
poor man's plough as tamely as the Prin- 
ce 5 Chariot, and the beggar's hangry cur 
follows him with as much obſequiouſneſs 
anGaffection as the pamper'd lap-dogs of 
the niceſt Ladies. The ſheep obey a poor 
mercenary ſhepherd as well as they did the 
Daughters of the wealthy Laban, Gen. 29. 
9. or of Jethro a Prince, Exod.2-26, and as 
willingly yield their fleece to clothe La- 
zarus, as to make purple tor Dives. And as 
animals, fo vegetables are as communica- 
tive of their qualities to one man as ano- 
ther. The corn nuriſhes, the truits retreſh, 
the flowers delight, the fimples cure the 

. Poor man as well as the rich. 
9+ BUT I foreſee it will be ge 
thar 
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that theſe natural priviledges are inſigni- 
ficant, becauſe they are evacuated by 
thoſe poſitive laws which bound pro- 
priety, and that therefore tho one man 
could ule the creatures as well as another, 
yet every man has them not to uſe, I an- 
ſwer, that for ſome of the things I have 
mention'd, they are ſtill in their native 
latitude, cannot be incloſed or monopo- 
lizd. The moſt ravenous oppreflor could 
never yet lock up the ſun in his cheſt: he 
that laies houſe to houſe and land to land, till 
there be no place, Elay.5.8. cannot incloſe 
the common air: and the like may be 
ſaid of divers of rhe reſt : ſo that there are 
ſome (and thoſe no mean) bleflings, which 
continue ſtill the indeteifible right of 
mankind in general. 

ro. As for thoſe other things which are 
liable to the reſtrictive terms of meum and 
tuum, tis not to be denid but there is 
vaſt difference in the diſpenſing them ; as 
great as Nathan's parable deſcribes, when 
he ſpeaks of the numerous flocks of the 
rich man, and the ſingle ewe lamb of the 
poor, 2 Sam.12.2, yet there 15 ſcarce any 
ſo deplorably indigent, but that by one 
means or other, he has or may have the 
neceflary ſupports of lite. Peraaps they 


fall 
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fali not into his lap by birth-right and 
inheritance, yet they are acquirable by 
labor and induſtry, which is perhaps the 
better tenure. They cannot it may be 
arrive to Sodom's fulneſs of bread, yet if 
they have not her abundance of Idlenef, 
Ez.16.40. they commonly need not want 
that, which was the height of Agar 's with, 
food conventent, Pro.z0.8. Tis true indeed, 
if they will fold their hands in their bo- 
ſom, if with So/omon's Slugpgard,they will not 
plough by reaſon of the cold, they mult take 
his tate in the ſummer, as they have his 
eaſe in the winter, they may beg in harveſt, 
and have nothing, Prov.24.4. But then tis 
viſible they are the Authors ol their own 
neceſſities. And indeed to men of ſuch 
lazy careleſs natures, tis hard to ſay, what 
degree of Gods bounty can keep them 
from want, fince we often ſee the faireſt 
fortunes diſhpated as well by the ſupine 
negligence, as the riotous prodigality of 
the owners. And therefore 1t men will be 
idle,they are not to accuſe God, but them- 
ſelves it they be indigent. 

I1. BUT then there is one caſe where- 
in men ſeem more inevitably exposd,and 
that is when by age, fickneſs, or decre- 
pitneſs, they are dilabled trom work, 

OT 
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or when their family is too numerous tor 
their work to maintain. And this indeed 
ſeems the moſt forlorn ſtate of poverty : 
yet God has provided for them alſo, by 
aſligning ſuch perſons to the care of the 
rich: nay he has put an extraordinary mark 
of favor on them, given them the honor 
of being his proxies and repreſentatives, 
made them letters of Attorny (as it were) 
to demand relief in his name,and upon his 
account. And tho tis too true, that even 
that Autority will not prevail with many 
of the rich to open their purſes, yet even 
in this Age of trozen charity, there are 
{till ſome who remember upon what terms 
they received their wealth, and employ 
it accordingly. And tho the number of 
them is not ſo great as were to be wiſht, 
yet there are in all parts ſome ſcattered 
here and there like Ces of refuge in the 
Land, Deut. rg. 2. to which theſe poor 
diſtreſſed creatures may tlee tor ſuccour. 
And 1 think I may ſay, that between 


the lepal proviſions that are made in this | 


caſe, and voluntary contributions, there 
are not very many that want the things 
that are of ablolute neceflity : and we 
know St. Pan! comprizes thole in a ſmall 
compals, fuo4 and ratment, and propoſes 

them 
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them as ſufficient materials of Content, 
1 Tim. 6. 8. I ſay not this to contract 
any man's bowels, or lefſen his compaſſi- 
ons to ſuch poor wretches. For how much 
ſoever they lend, I wiſh as Foab did in an- 
other caſe to David, the Lord zncreaſe it 
a hundred fold, 2 Sam.24.3. Ionly urge 
it as an evidence of the aſſertion I am to 
prove, that no man is ſo pretermitted by 
God, or his diſpoſal of temporals, but 
that even he that ſeems the moſt aban- 
dond has a ſhare in his Providence, and 
conſequently eannot juſtly murmur, fince 
even this ſtate, which is the higheſt 1n- 
ſtance of human indigence, is not with- 
out its receits from God. 

12. BUT the number in this form are 
but tew, compard to tholc in a higher; 
for between this & the higheſt affluence, 
how many intermc«dial degrees are there, 
in which men partake not only of the ne- 
ceſſaries, but comtorts of htc? that have 
not only tood and raiment, but their di- 
ſtintion of Holy-day and Working-day. 
fare and apparel 2 He that is but one ſtep 
advanced irom beggery has fo much, he 
that has gOL tO A ſecond has more then is 
neceflary. and ſo every degree riſes in 
plenty till ic comes to vanity and excels, 
F And 
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And even there too there are gradual ri- 
ſings, ſome having ſo much tewel for 
luxury, that they are at as great a loſs for 
invention, as others can be for materials; 
and complain that there are no farther 
Riots lefc tor them to efſay. How many 
are there who have fo cloid and glutted 
their ſenſes, that they want ſome other 
inlets tor pleaſure, and with the rich man 
:n the Goſpel, are in diſtre!s where to be- 
fttow their abundance r 

13. Amp ſure ſuch as theſe cannot de- 
ny that they have receiv d good things, 
yet generally there are none leſs conten- 


ted ; which is a clear demonſtration that | 


ſ 


our repinings proceed not from any de- | 
tect of bounty 1n God, but from the ma». 


lignant temper of our own hearts. And as 
it is ancaſier thing to ſatisfy the cravings 
ot an hungr., then to cure the nauſeous 
recoilinss of a ſurtcited ſtomach ; ſo cer« 
tainly the diſcontents of the poor are 
much caſter allai'd then thoſe of the rich, 
The indigence of rhe one has contracted 
his defires,aud has taught him not to look 
farther then a little beyond bare neceſſa- 
ries; ſo that a moderate Alms ſatisfies, and 
a liberal tranſports him : but he who by a 
perpetual repletion has hi: dehires ſtrertcht 

and 
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aud extended, is capable of no ſuch ſari(- 
tation. When his enjoiments foreſtall all 
particular purſuits, and he knows not up-. 
on what to faſten his next with; vet even 
then he has ſome contus'd uniorm d ap- 
petites, and thinks himſel{ milcrable, be- 
cauſe he cannot tell what would mak: 
him more happy. And yet th1> 15 that en- 
vid ſtate which men with ſo much gree- 
dinels aſpire to. Every man looks on it as 
the top of telicity, to have nothing more 
to wilh in the World. And yet alas even 
that, when attain'd, would be their tor- 
ment. Ler men never think then that con- 
tentment is to be caught by long and fo- 
reign chaces; he is likelicit to find it who 
ſits at home, and duly contemplates thoſe 
B:eſhugs which Gud has brought within 
his reach, of which every mau has a fair 
proportion, it he will advert to it. 

14. Fox beſides theſe external accet- 
tons (of which the meanclt have ſome, 
the middle fort a great deal, and the up- 
permoſt rather too much) main is a prin- 
cipality within himſelt, and has in his 
compoſure ſo many cxcellent imprefles of 
his Maker's power and goodneſs. that he 
need not ask leave of any cxterior tning 
to be happy, it he know but aright how 
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to valuc himſelt. The very meaneſt part 
of him, his body, is a piece of admirable 
workmanſhip, of a molt incomprehenſt- 
ble contrivance, as the Pſalmitt ſaies, he 
is fearfully and wonderfully made; and 'tis 
aſtoniſhing to think of whata  mmetry 
of parts this beautiiul Fabric is made up. 
Nor are they only for ſhew, but uſe : eve- 
ry member, every limb is endowed with 
a particular faculty to make it ſerviceable 
to the whole ; and rhat admirable con- 
cexture of veins and arteries, finews and 
muſcles, nerves and tendons, none are ſu- 
perfluous, bur ſome way or other contri- 
bute to vegetation, ſenſe,or motion. Nay 


che moſt noble and molt uſeful parts are | 


all of the 1 double, not only as a reſerve 
in caſc of miſadventure of one part ; but 
alſo as an inſtance of the bounty of the 
Donor. And indeed it 1s obſervable of 
Galen in his Writings, that after he had 
taken great carc to exemt himſelf and all 
of his Profeſſion from taking notice of 
the Deity, by ſaying, That to diſcourſe 
concerning the Gods, was the task of ſpe- 
culative Philoſophers; yet coming to 
write de uſu partium and conſidering the 
frame of human Bodies, and therein dif- 
covering the wonderful contrivance of 
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every part in reterence to its ſelf, and alſo 
to the whole, their ſtrength, agility, and 
various movement, infinitly ſurpaſling 
the powers of all Mechanic Engines, he 
ſeems to have had the fate we read of Sau! 
in holy Scripture, and agaiuſt his genius 
and purpoſe, to become a Prophet, break- 
ing frequently out into Hymns and ſacred 
raptures,ſaying, Theſe Myſteries are more 
Divine then the Samothracian or Eleuſint- 
an ; and conteſting, they both ſtrictly re- 
q':ire,and infinitly excel the low returns 
of human praiſe. But beyond the fabric 
of parts as organic, what an extract of 
wonder are our ſenſes, thoſe five operati- 
ons of the Lord, as the ſon of Syrach rightly 
(and by way of eminence) ſtiles them, Er. 
17.52 By thele we draw all outward ob- 
jects to our ſelves. What were the beauties 
of the Univerſe to us, if we had not fight 
to behold them, or the moſt melodious 
ſounds, if we had not hearing? and ſo of 
the reſt. And yet theſe are not only gene- 
rally given, but alſo preſerv'd to the 
greater part of men: and perhaps would 
be to more,did notour baſe undervaluing 
of common mercies force God ſomtimes 
fo inſtruct us in their worth, by making 
us feel what it is ro want them. 

IS. MUL- 


——_— ——_— 
— 


46 The Art of Contentment. 


15. MuLTiITupe of refreſhments alſo 
God has provided for our Bodies, parti- 
cularly that of fleep, of which he has 
bin ſo confiderate, as in his diitributions 
of time, to makc a folema allotment tor 
it: yet who almolt when hc lies down con=- 
fiders the mercy, or when he riſes reireſht, 
riſes thanktul alſo > Burt it our reſt at any 
time be interrupted by the cares of our 
mind, or pains of our bodies, then, (and 
not till then) we conhder, that ' tis God 
who gives his beloved ſleep, Plal.127.2. and 
think ita bleſſing worth our elteem. Thus 
It 15 with hcalth, ſtrength, and every thing 
elſe, we deſpile it whilſt we have it, and 


impatiently defire it whilſt we have it | 


not; but in the interim ſure we cannot 
complain, that God's hand is ſhortned to- 
wards us, when in the ordinary courſe of 
his Providence we commonly enjoy theſe 
Mercies many years, which we tind ſo 
much miſs of, it they be withdrawn but 
for a few hours. And indeed, there is 
not a greater inſtance of human pravi- 
ty then our ſenſeleſs contemt of Bleſ- 
ſings, merely becaule they are cuſtoma- 
ry ; which in true reaſon is an argument 
why we ſhould prize them the” more. 
When we deal with men, we diſcern - 
we 
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well enough ; he that gives me once 100 
pounds, TI account not ſo much my Be- 
netactor, as if he made it my annual re- 
venue : yet God muſt loſe his thanks, by 
multiplying his favors; and his benefits 
grow more inviſible by their being al- 
waies before us. 

16. Bur the Body ( with its enjoi- 
ment) is but the loweſt initance of God s 
bounty, tis but a decent caſe for that 
ineſtimable Jewel he has put 1n ic: the 
Soul, like the Ark, is the thing for which 
this whole Tabernacle was framed ; and 
that isa ſpark of Divinity, in which alone 
it is that God accompliſhed his defign of 
making man in his own image, Gen. 1.26, 
'Twould be too long to attemr an exact 
ſurvey of its particular Fxcellencies. The 
mere intellef&tual powers wherewith it 1s 
indued, have excrciſed the curiofity and 
raiſed the admiration of the great con- 
templations of Nature in all Ages; yet at- 
ter all, of ſo ſubrile compoture is the foul, 
that it is inſcrutable even to it felt: and 
tho the fimpleft man knows he has the 
faculties of Imagination, Apprehenſion, 
Memory, Reflecting; yet the learnedit 
cannot aſhgn where they are ſeated, or by 
what means they operate. 'Tis enough 
Lo 
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to us that we have them, and many ex- 
cellent uſes for them 5 one whereot (and 
a moſt neceſſary one ) is a thankful re- 
flexion on the goodneſs of God who gave 
them. He might have made us in the 
very loweſt form of Creatures, infenſible 
ſtocks or ſtones; or it he had advancd us 
a ſtep higher,he might have fixt us among 
mere Animals, made us perhaps of the 
nox1ou3, at beſt of the tamer fort of beaſts: 
but he has plac'd us in the higheſt rank of 
viſible creatures, and not only given us 
Dominion over the works of his hands, Plal, 
8.6. but has given us Reaſon wherewith 
to manage that Soveraignty, without 
which we had only bin the more maſlter- 
leſs fort of brutes. 

17. YET ſtill the Soul is to be conſh- 
derd in a higher notion, that of its Im- 
mortality and capacity of cndleſs Bliſs: 
and here indeed 1t owns 1ts extraction, 
and i5an Image of the firſt Being, whoſe 
felicity is coexiftent with himſelt. This, 
as 1t 15 the molt tranſcendent accompliſh- 
ment of our Nature, fot 15 moſt univer- 
ſal. Whatever difparity there may be 
berween man and man in other reſpects, 
yet in this all are equal. The poor beg- 
ger at the gate has a Soul as capacious of 
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eternal happineſs, as he whole crumbs he 
begs for (nay fomtimes better prepar'd 
for it, as that parable [hews, Luk.16.21.) 
And tho the dignitics of earth are the 
prize of the rich and noble, the ſubtle and 
deſigning; yet heaven isas eafily mounted 
from the dung-hill as the throne, and an 
honeſt ſimplicity will ſooner bring us thi- 
ther, then all the Machiavelian policy. 
Nay God has not only defign d us to fo 
glorious an end, but has don all on his 
part to ſecure us of it, fent his Son to lead 
us the way, his Spirit to quicken us in 
it. We need not diſpute how univerſal 
this is, tis ſure it concerns all to whom 
I am now {peaking, thoſc that are within 
the pale of the Church: aud it it thould 
prove confind only to them, the more 
peculiar 1s their obligation, that are thus 
fingled out from the relt of the World, 
and the greater ought to be their thank- 
fulneſs. The heathen Philoſopher made 
it matter of his ſolemn acknowledgment 
to fortune, that he was born a Grecian and 
nota Barbarian: and ſure the advantage 
of our Chriſtianity are of a much higher 
ſtrein, and ought to be infinitly more Ccc- 
lebrated. The Apoſtle we tind otten ay- 
plauding this glorious privilege, as that 
(; witich 
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which makes us fellow citizens with the 
Sints, and of the houjhould of God, Ephel. 2. 
19. nay whichelevates us to a higher ſtate, 
the adoption of Sons, Gal. 4. 5. nor only 
Sons, but Heirs al/o of God, and joint Hears 
with Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17. And what ambi- 
tion is there ſo greedy which this will not 
ſatisfy 2 yet this is our common ſtate, the 
birth-right of our regeneration, it we do 
not degrade our felves, and with £/a 
baſely fell our title. 

18. AND now methinks every man 
may interrogate himſelf in the ſame form, 
wherein Jonadab did Amnon, 2 SAm.13.4. 
Il/hy art thou, being the King's ſon, thus lean 


from day to day? Why ſhoulgl a Perſon, who 


is adopted by the Kiny of Kings, thus 
languiſh and pine £ What 15 there below 
the ſun worthy his notice, much lefs his de- 
fires, that hath a Kingdom above it 2 Cer- 
tainly did we but know how to eſtimate 
our {cl\ves upon this account, twere 1m- 
pollible for us with ſuch ſordid condefl- 
Ceiutions, to court every petty wordly in- 
tereſt, and ſo impartiently ves our ſelves 
when we cannot attainit. Alas how un- 
worthily do we bear the name of Chri- 
(tans, when that which carried the Fore- 
iathers of our Faith thro the molt tiery tri- 
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als,cannot ſupport us under the difappoint- 
ment of any extravagant deſire? They ha 
ſuch ro/pett to the recompence of the rewa 1}, 
Heb. 11. 26. as made them cheerfully ex- 
pole their Vame to ignominy, their Gookls 
to rapine, their Bodies to the molt exqtt- 
ſite tortures, and their Lives to death. Yer 
the ſame hopes cannot work us to any 
tolerable degree of patience , when we 
ſufter bur the ſmalleſt diminution 11 any 
of theſe. Whar ſhall we ſay » Is Reavei 
grown leis valuable, or Farth more then 
it was then * No ſurcly, but we are more 
infatuated in our eſtimates: we have 1o 
long abetted the rivalry of the hand-mai«, 
that the Miſtreſs, like Sarah, appears 
deſpicable. Like Fonah we lit down {ul- 
len upon the withering of a gourd, never 
conſidering that God has provided us a 
better ſhelter, a buzlins of God eternal in 
the Heavens, 2 Cor.y.1i. Indeed there 
can be no temporal deltitution fo grear, 
which ſuch an expectation cannot make 
lupportable. Were we in fob's condition 
fitting upon a dung-hill,and ſcraping our 
ſelves with a potſheard; vet as long as we 
can ſay with him, Our redermer liveth, Job 
19.25. wc have all reaſon to ſay wit 
him alſo, Bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 
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Chap. 1.21. What a madneſs is it then 
for us to expoſe our ſelves to be piercd 
and wounded by every temporal adverh- 
ry, who have ſo impenetrable an armour? 
nay what an ungratetul contumely 1s it 
to that goodneſs of God, to ſhew that we 
cannot make him a counterpoiſe to the 
molt trivial ſecular ſatisfaction 2 on which 
account ſure he may again take up that ex- 
probrating complaint we find in the Pro- 
phet, A rondly price that I was valued at 
by them. 7,4C. 11. 13. 

19. Bu T how mean ſoever he 1s in our 
eyes, tho Chrilt ſeem the ſame to us in his 
glory which he did in his abjetion; ro 


have no beauty that we ſhould defire him; | 


yet he puts another rate upon himlſelt, 
and tells us, fe that loves Father or [0 
ther , Son by Daughter more then me, i 
not worthy of me. Mat. 10.37. Now our 
love and our joy are paſhons coincident, 

and therefore whatever we joy more in 
then we do in him, we may be preſumd 
to love better; and 1t he cannot endure 
the competition of thoſe more 11genuow? 
objects of our love he there mentions, how 
Will he ſufter that of our vanitics, our 
childiſh wanton appetites > And yet thoſe 
are the things atter which we ſo umpati- 
ently 
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ently rave. For I believe I may truly 
affirm, that if there were a ſcrutiny made 
into all the diſcontents of mankind, for 
one that were faſtned upon any great con- 
ſiderable calamity, there are many that 
are founded only in the irregularity of our 
own dehires, 

20, By what has bin ſaid we may jult- 
ly conclude 1n the Prophet's phraſe, God 
hath not bin to us a wilderneſs, a land of 
darkneſs, Jer.2.31. but has gracioully dil- 
penc't tous in all our intereſts. Yet the 
inſtances here given are only common, 
ſuch as relate to all, or at leaſt the far 
greater part of mankind - but what vo- 
lums might be made, ſhould every man 
ſet down his own particular experiences 
ot mercy? In that caſe 'twould be no ex- 
travagant Hyperbole we find Joh. 22. 25. 
That even'the world it ſelf could not contain 
the books which ſhould be written, God 
knows,our memoriesare very trail,and our 
obſervations {light in this point: yet ab- 
{traCting from all the forgotten or neglc- 
Cted ftavors,what vaſt catalogues may eve- 
Ty man make to himſelf, it he would but 
yet recolle&, what ettects he has had of 
God's bounty in giving, of his provideuce 
in protecting, of his grace in reſtraining, 
and 
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and exciting, of his patience in forbear- 
ing? And certainly all cheſe productions 
of the divine goodneſs were never de- 
hign'd to dic in the birth. The Pſalmilt 
will tell us, The / 6r {hath ſo don his marvel. 
lous works, that they ought ty be had in re- 
membrance. Pl.111.4, Let every man then 
make 1t his dayly care to recount to him- 
felt the wonders God hath don, as for 
the children of men in gencral, ſo for 
himſelt in particular. When the //raclites 
murmured under their bondage, Pha- 
raoh imputcs it to their idleneſs, and 
preſcribes them more work. as the rea- 
dictt curc: a piece indeed of inhuman 
Tyranny in lim, but may with equity 
and ſucceſs be practiſ'd by us upon our 
ſelves. When we find our appetites mu- 
tinous, complaining of our preſent con- 
dition, let us ſer our ſelves to work, :m- 
poſe it as a task upon our ſelves to re- 
collect the many inſtances of God's mer- 
cies. And lurc'y it we do 1t ſincerely, 
and with intention, we cannot have palt 
thro halt our ſtages, betore our ſullen 
murmurs will be beat out of counte- 
nanc?, and retire with ſhame, when they 
are Contronted with fuch a cloud of wit- 
acfſes, fuch ſignal reſtumonics of God's 

good» 
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goodneſs to us. For when we have mu- 
ſter'd up all our little grievances, moſt 
critically examind all our wants, we ſhall 
find them very unproportionable to our 
comforts, and to our receits ; 1n which 
comparative notion, the next Section 15 
to conhder them, 
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Of the Surpluſage of cur Enjoiments 


above our Sufferings 


"oy O regulate our eſtimate of thoſe 

things which we either cnjoy or 
ſufter,there are three precedent querics to 
be made : the firſt of their number or plen- 


ry, the {ſecond of their weight, the third 


of their conſtancy and continuance ; for 


—— 


according as they partake more ot theſe | 
properties, every good is more good, and ' 


every evil is more evil. 
be our beſt method of trial in the preſent 
caſe, to compare our bleſlings and our ca- 
lamitics in theſe three reſpects. 

2, ANv firſt in that of plenty. The 
mercies of God are the ſource of all our 
good, arc fer out to us in holy Scripture 
in the molt /zperlatzve ſtrein. They are mul: 
titudes, Plal. 102. 29. Plentcous redemtion, 
Pfal. 130. 7. As high as the Heaven, Pal. 
103.11. FHe fills all things living with 


plenteovuſneſs, Plai.i45.16, lis merCcies 1n- 
deed 


It will therefore | 


Oy FF a 


bhuky &, on 


N = kk A 


SECT.IV. Enjoiments above Sufferings, 57 


deed are ſuch as come not within the 
compaſs of number, but ſtretch them- 
ſelves to infinity, and are belt repreſent- 
ed by ſuch a calculation as God made to 
Abreham, when he ſhew d him the nu- 
merouſneſs of his poſterity by the innu- 
merableneſs of the ſtars, Gen.15.5, Were 
there but a fingle mercy apportion'd ro 
cach minutc of our lives, the ſum would 
ariſe very high: but how is our Arithme- 
tic confounded, when every minute has 
more then we can diſtintly number * 
For beſides the original ſtock mention'd 
in the laſt ſetion, and the acceſlion of 
new bounty, the giving us ſomewhat 
which we had not betorc; what an accu- 
mulative mercy 1s it, the preſerving what 
we have? We are made up of ſo many 
pieces, have ſuch varieties of intereſts, 
ſpiritual, temporal, public and private ; for 
our ſelves, for our triends,and dependants ; 
that it is not a contuſed general regard 
that will keep all theſc in ſecurity one mo- 
ment. We are like a vaſt bulding, which 
coſts as much to maintain, as to erect. And 
indeed conſidering the corruptibleneſs of 
our materials, our preſervation 1s no leſs 
a work of omnipotence, then our firſt 
forming : uay perhaps tis rather a greater. 
Our 
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Our or:2zinal clay tho it had no aptneſs, 
vet it had no averlions to the receiving 
2a human torm ; but was in the hand of the 
poirer to make it what he pleaſed : but we 
now have principles of decay within us, 
wich vehemently tend to diflolution; 
we want the ſupplies of ſeveral things 
without us, the tailing whereof return us 
again to our duſt. Nay we do not only 5 
need the aid, but we ſear the hoſtility of 
outward things. 'That very air which fom- 
Limes refreihes us, may at another ſtarve | 
and treeze us: that which warms and. 
comforts, has allo a power of conſu- , 
ming us. Yea that very meat which nou- | 
rithes, may choak and ſtifle us. In a} 
word, there 15no Creature ſo deſpicable, ſo } 
inconſhiderable, which may nor ſomtimes 1 
ſerve us, and which may not at any time 
(it God permit) ruine us. Now whence 
151t that we fo conltantly, fo frequently 
hnd the good, the benign cthcacy ot thele 
things, aud ſo teldom, 1o rarely the evil? 
whence I ſay is it, but trom rhe aCtive 
unwearied providence, which draws forth 
tie b>tter properties of the creatures for 
Our uſe, and reftrains the worſer for our 
fecurity 2 which with a particular adver- 
tence watches not only over every Pete 
ſon, 
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ſon, but over every ſeveral concern of 
that perſon. And how aſtoniſhing a con- 


templation is this ? If the mere ebbing and | 


flowing of the ſca, put the Philoſopher 
into ſuch an extaſy, thar he flung him- 
ſelf into it becauſe he could nor com- 
prehend the inſ{crutable cauſe of it ; in 
what perpetual raptures of admiration 
may we be, who have every minute with - 
in us,and about us, more and greater won- 
ders, and thoſe too in our tavor, when we 
deſerve rather the divine power lhould 
exert it ſel in our deſtruction ? 

3. Bur alas our danger from the vi- 
ſible creature is lit:le, compar d with 
thoſe trom the ſpirits of darknets, // c wre- 
ſtle, not only with fleſh and bloud, but with 
Principalities and Powers, with ſpiritual 
wickedneſs, &c. Eph. 6.12. So inveterate 
is the enmity between the Serp2nt and the 
ſeed of the Woman in general, that he 
watches all advantages againit us, not on» 
Iy in our fouls, but even our bodies, our 
goods, and in every part of our Concerns. 
Thus we ſee he nor only atlaulted Job's 
foul by the wicked infinuations of his 
Witz, (with more effect) his body with 
boil's and ſores, his poſſeſthons by the 
Chaldeans and Sabeans , and the images 
H 2 Ol 
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of himſelf, his dearcit Children, by a | 


wind from the wilderneſs. Job 1. And can 
we think his malice is now worn out? no 
ſurely he {till wiſhes as ill to mankind as 
ever, and we ſhould ſoon ſee the wotul ef- 
feats of it, did not the ſame power, which 
let him looſe tor Fob's trial, reſtrain him 
for our ſafety. Nay had he but power to 


aftright, tho not. to hurt us, even that. 
would make our lives very uncomfortable. 


We cannot hear the relation of Sprights 
or apparitions, but our b'ood chilis upon 


1t, and a horror runs through our veins : 


what ſhould we then do it he ſhould make 
his night-wa'ks thro our chambers, and 
with his illuſory terrors diſturb our reſt ? 
Yer all chis and much more he would do, 
it God did not chain up this o/4 Dragon, 
Rev.2o. Nay it he werc not at the ex- 
pence of a guard about us, and thoſe no 
leſs then Angels. I ſhall not diſpute whe- 
ther every perſon hath not his peculiar 
Guardian: for tho many have not impro- 
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bably aſſerted it, we have ground enough | 
of acquieſcencec in the general affirmation 7 


ot the Apoſtle, That they are all miniſiring 
Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them, who 


fhall be hetres of Salvation, Heb. 1. 14 


And now it the Reader plcaſe to ſum 
| : up 
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up how many are his concerns, and how 
many are the dangers which await him in 
them all, he cannot ſure render the ac- 
count of thoſe mercies which preſerve 
the one,and divert the other, in any other 
phraſe then thar of the Pſalmiſt, They are 
more then lam able to expreſs, Vial. 40. 7. 
4. WE may now challenge the moſt 
miſerable, or the moſt querulous man 
living, to produce cauſes of complaint, 
proportionable to thoſe of thanks-giving. 
He that has the greateſt ſtock of calami- 
ties, can never Vye with the heaps of be- 
nefits; the diſproportion is greater then 
that of the Armies of 4hab and Benha- 
dad, 1 Kings 20. 27. whereof the one 
was like two little flocks of Kids, the other 
filed the country, God has told us that 
he affh&s not willingly, nor grieves the chil- 
dren of men, Lam. 3.33. whereas on the 
contrary,. he delzohteth in mercy. Mich. 7. 
18, We may judge by our ſelves which 
he is Iikelieſt often to repete, thoſe acts 
which he doth with regret and reluctancy, 
or thoſe which he do's with pleaſure and 
delight. Bur we need no inferences where 
we have the atteſtation of experience. 
Let every man therefore make this his 
judge in this caſe, let him every night 
rC- 
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recolledt, how many things within and 
abour him he 1s concern'd in, and con- 
fider how many of thoſe have bin pre- 
ſerv dint to him, {till accounting every 
ting focontinued as a new donation. It 
he beyin with Is Spiritual ſtate, tis too 
oſhble - may ſomrimes find he has loſt 

bi EMN0Ce1CeC, COmmitted fome, perhaps 
many ins: but even in theſe he will find 
caute to juttify God, it he do but recol- 
lect wich what inward checks and admo- 
nitions, and outward reſtraints, God has 
endevored to bridle him. 1t he will break 
thro thole fences, that dos not at all de- 
rogate trom the mercy ot God which fo 
guarded him, but it rather illuſtrates his 
goodneſs, that atrer ſo manv quenchings 
of h's Spirits, dos yet continue its influ- 
ence. So that even he that has the moſt 
deploravly violated his integrity, 15 Fet to 
contels that God 5 purpole was to have 
preſery'd it intire: and he might really fo 
have kepr it, had he compli'd with thoſe 
aids which were attorded him. But in tem- 
poral conecrns we are not ſo apt to under- 
mine our felyes, and therefore ſhall much 
more r*:. fad we have fſutter d detri- 
ment in them, then in our ſpiritual ; but 
are there ordinarily like to mect with a 
better 
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better account. Let a man therefore con- 
ſider what is lacking to him of all the ſe- 
cular good things he had in the morn- 
ing, and tell me whether for the moſt 
part he may not give ſuch an account, as 
the //raclitiſh officers did of their men 
after the ſlaughter of the Mzdtanztes ; That 
he hath not loft one. Num. 31. 39. Or it 
ſomtimes he do ſuffer a diminution, yer 
at the worlt he will ind that many more 
good things have bin preſerv d to him, 
then have bin taken from him. A man 
may perhaps meet with ſome dammage 1n 
his eſtate, yet tis manifold ods rhar thar 
dammage 15 but partial, and thar he hs 
ill more left then 15 loſt. Or it it be 
more intire; yet it he have his health, Is 
I mbs, his fenfes, his friends, and all things 
behide his eſtate Ictt him ; fo that for one 
thing he has loſt, he fill retains a multi- 


trade ; he may ſay ot it as the Diſciples of 


the tew Loaves, I/ hat s this amo ng ſo many, 
Mat.14.17. Ariſtippus being bemoan'd for 
the loſs of a Farm,repli'd with ſome lharp- 
nels upon his Condoler, You have but one 
held, and I have yet three lett, why thoutd 
I not rather grieve for you ? intimating 
that a man is not ſo much toeſtimate what 
he has loſt, as whar he has lett. A piece 
of 
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of wiſdom which if we would tran{cribe, 
we might quickly convince our ſelves that 
even in our moſt adverſe eſtate there are as 
Elijah ſpeaks, more with us then againſt us, 
2 King.6.16. that our enjoiments are more 
then our ſufferings, and God s aCts of grace 
do far out-number thoſe of his ſeverity, 
5. Anvp as they do out-number, ſo allo 
do they out-weigh them. "The mercies 
we receive from God are (as the laſt Se- 
ction has ſhew'd) of the greateſt 1mpor- 
tance; the moſt ſubſtantial ſolid goods: 


and the greateſt of all, mean thoſe which | 
concern ourcternal ſ[tate,are fo firmly fixt | 


on us, that unlels we will voluntarily quit 


our clame, tis not in the power of men | 
or devils to defeat us. Light bodies are | 


eaſily blown away by cvery guſt of wind, 
but this wer7ght of glory, as the Apoſtle call 
it, 2 Cor. 4. 17. continues firm and fta- 
ble, IS Do againſt all ſtorms, like the 
ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land. Wai. 
32.2. Thoſe dark adumbrations we have 
of it, might have ſerved to reireſh and 
deceive the tediouſnels of our pilgrimage, 
and theretore the molt tormidable cala- 
mities of this lite are below all meaſurcs of 
compariſon with this hope of our calling, 
this riches of the vlory of our inheritance, 
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of, 


poiſe of all, we either do or can ſuffer 
here. 

6. Ix therefore there be any fo for- 
lorn as to temporals, that he can fetc:1 
thence noevidence of God's tatherly care 
of him, yet this one conſideration may 
{olve his doubts, and convince him thar 
he is not abdicated by him. Weread ot 
no gifts Abraham gave l/aar, yet to the 
ſons of the concubins tis 1a1d he did, Ger. 
25.6. It had bin a very fallacious inte- 
rence , if ſjaac ſhould have concluded 
himſelf neglected, bccaule his tar greater 
portion was bur in reverſfions. And it 
will be the ſame in any of us, it we argue 
an unkindneſs from any temporal wants 
who have the entail of an eternal inheri- 
tance, But ſurely God dvy's not leave himetf 
without witneſs, A.14.17. even in fecu- 
lar things; there 15 no man breathing but 
has ſome bleſſings of his Iett hand, as well 
as his right, as 1 have aheady mentiond 
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and unleſs it be ſome few prodigies of 
Calamity, in whoſe puniſhment or pati- 
ENCcc God deligus ſignally to glorify him- 
felt, there are none who enjoy not greater 
Comforts of lite then thoſe they wanr, 1 
mea: func asare really greater, tho per- 
naps to tneir prejudicate tancics they do 
not appear lo. 1 hus in point of health, 
if a man be diſafteted 1n one part, yet 
ail the reit ot his body may be (and ot- 
tn 15) well ; or if he have a complica- 


121, aid have more then one diſeaſe, | 
yet there is no man that has all, or hal: 
ſo many as are incident to human bo- | 


dies, fo tnat he 1s comparatively more 


healthy then ſick. So again it 15 not ve-| 
ry common for a man to loſe a limb, or 
ſenſe; the gencrality of men keep them 


to their laſt; and they who do, have in 


" thac an overbalance to moſt outward 


adverſities; and cven they who are lo 
unhappy to loſe ONe , yet commonly 
keeptherelt; atlealt the Major part: orit 
at any time auy man 1s left a ieer brez- 
thing trunk, yet it is by ſuch ſtupitying 
diivales as dead the ſenſe, or fach mor- 
Lal ones as ſoon take them away ; and fo 

the remedy overtakes the Malady. Be- 
ices it picaſes God very often to make 
CO1u- 
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compenſation for the want of one mem- 
ber or faculty by improving the uſe of 
another. We have ſeen feet ſupply all 
the neceſſary uſes of hands to thoſe who 
have had none: and it isa thing of daily 
obſervation, that men thar are blind,have 
the greater internal light ; have their 10- 
tellects more vigorous and active, by their 
abſtractions from viſible objects. 

-. Trvs alſo it is in the matter of 
wealth ; he that is forced to get his bread 
by the ſweat of his browes, tis true he 
cannot have thoſe delicacies wherewith 
rich men abound ; yet his labor helps him 
to a more poignant, more ſavory ſauce 
then a whole Colledge of Fpicures can 
compound, His hunger gives a higher 
gult to his dry cruſt, then the ſurterted 
ſtomach can find in the moſt coſtly, molt 
elaborate mixtures: ſo verifying the ob- 
ſervation-oft Solomon, The full ſoul loatheth 
the hony comb, but to the hunory ſoul e- 
very bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. He 
cannot zndeed ſtretch himſelf upon his bed of 
lvory, Am. 6. 4- yet lis fleeps are foun- 
der then thofe that can. 'The Wiſe man 
tells us, and experience do's {o too, that 
the ſleep of @ labourins man tis ſweet, V.cclel. 
f.12. He 15 not clothed Gorgeoully , 
2 has 


-' 
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has not the ſplendor of glittering appa- 
rel ; fo neither has he the care of con- 
rriving ic, the fears of being fore-ſtald 
11 4 new invention, or any of thoſe un- 
manly {olicitudes which attend that va- 
uity. He has the proper genuine uſe of 
cloathing,the preventing | lame and cold; 


and is happily detcrmind to that which , 


the wiſer mci of the world have volun- 
tarily choſen, 'To conclude, he has one 
advantage beyond all theſe ; his necefhi- 
ties refcue him from 1dlencſs, and all its 


onlequent temtations; which 1s ſo great ' 


— TEES 


a a benofir, that 1f rich men be not their ! 


own task-maiters as his wants are his, it 
they do not provide themſelves of buſ- 
ncſs, that one want of theirs is infinitly 
more dcplorable then all his: and he is 


aw 


not only happy comparatively with him- | 


ſelt,in having b-tter things then he wants, 
Dut with them alſo. 

8, IF we come now to reputation 
and tame, the account will be much the 
ſame. He that is eminent in the world for 
fome great atchievement, is {et UP asAn 


object ol every man's remark ; when as his | 


excellencies on the one hand: are vilible, 
fo his faults and blemiſhes are 0a the 0- 
ther, Ani a; human frailty makes it too 

Pro- 
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probable theſe later will be really more, to 


human envy makes it ſure that they lhall. 


be more preciſely, more curioully obſer- 
ved, aud more loudly blazond. So that 
upon the whole, a good quiet ſecurity, 
tho it be not the road to glory, yet is the 
likelieft fence againſt infamy. And in- 
deed he that can kcep up the repnte of 
a ſober integrity within his own private 
ſphere, nced not envy the triumphant 
ſallies of others, which often meet with 
a tatal turn at the latter end of the day. 
Put 'twill be ſaid that even that more 
moderate ſort of reputation 1s not every 
man's portion, but that many lic under 
great ignominy and ſcandals. I ſhall here 
ask whether thoſe be juſt or unjuſt - It 
they be juſt, they belong not to our pre- 
{ent ſubject, which relates only to thoic 
intiictions which are the effeas of God 5 
immediate providence, not of our own 
crimes;. for I never doubted but that by 
thoſe we may diveſt our ſelves of any, 
nay of all the good things God has de- 
fign'd us: but if the obloquy be unjuſt. 
tis probable that 'tis raken up only by 11! 
men, and that the good paſs a more e- 
quitable ſentence; and then ſurely the 
atteſtation of a few ſuch, is able to out- 
weigh 
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weigh a multitude of the others. And in 
this caſe a man may not only find pa- 
tience but pleaſure in reproches. Socrates 
lookrt with trouble and jealouſy on him- 
ſeit when ill men commended him, ſay- 
ing, Whatill have 1 don ? and ſure a Chri- 
ſtian has a farther reaſon to be pleasd 
with their revilings, they being his ſecu- 
rity againſt the woe pronounc'd to thoſe 
whom all men ſpeak well of, Luke 6. 26. 
But ſomtimes it happens, that even good 
men are ſeduc'd, and either by the artift- 
ces of the wicked, or their own too haſty 
credulity, give credit to unjuſt reports, 
And this 1 confeſs is a ſharp trial to the in- 
jur'd perſon; yet even this cannot often be 
univerſal: there can ſcarce be any inno- 
cence ſo forlorn but that there -may be 
opportunities of clearing it to ſome 90r 0- 
ther,and by them propagating it to more 
and it the cloud ever come to be dif- 
pers'd, their tame will appear with the 
brighter luſter. But 1t none of this hap- 
pen, they have yet a certain and more 
bleſſed retreat, even an appeal to the un- 


crring judge, who never beholds us with | 


more approbation, then when we are un- 
der the unjuſt condemnation of men. In- 
deed we have then a double tie upon him, 

not 
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not only his juſtice but his pity is concern d 
in our cauſe. God particularly owns him- 
ſelt as the refuge of the oppreſſed, and 
there is ſcarce a ſharper and more ſenſible 
oppreſſion then this of Calumny : yet e- 
ven this proves advantage, whilſt it pro- 
cures God's immediate patronage, makes 
us the objects of his more peculiar care 
and compaſſion, who can make our righte- 
ouſneſs as clear as the light, Pla.z7.6. 1t he 
ſee it fit; but if in his wiſilom he chuſe 
not that for us, 'tis comfort enough for us 
that we have approvd it to him. Twas 
Elkanah's queſtion to- Hannah in her dit- 
conlolation, Am not I better to thee then 
ten Sons? 1Sam.1.8. And ſure we may 
ſay the like of God's approbation, that ris 
better to us, I ſay not then ten, but ren 
thouſand Eulogies of men. 'The very E- 
cho of it in the teſtimony of a good con- 
{cience is an unſpeakable comfort, and 
this voice ſounds more audibly, more 
{weetly, among the loudeſt, the harſheſt 
accuſations of men, So thar we {ce even 
this aflault too is not without its guard, & 
theſe waters of Mara ”, LE-x0.1 5.23, may be 
render'd not only wholeſom but pleaſant, 

9. I have now inltanced 1n the three 
molt general concerns of human lite, the 
Body, 
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Body, Goods, and Fame, to which heads 
may be reduced moſt of the afflictions 
incident to our out-ward ftate, as far as 
immediately concerns our fſclves, Bur 
there is no man ſtands fo fingle in the 
world, but he has ſome relations or friends 
in which he thinks himſeclt interefſed, and 
many times thoſe oblique ſtrokes which 
wound us thro them, are as painful as 
the more direct: yet here allo God is 
ordinarily pleas'd to provide ſome allaies, 
if we would but take notice of them, He 
who has had one friend die, has ordina- 
rily divers others ſurviving ; or if he have 
not that,uſually God raiſes him up others. 
Tis true we cannot have a ſucceſſion of 
Fathers and Mothers, yet we often have 
of other friends that are no leſs helptul 
to us: and indeed there are ſcarce in a- 
ny thing more remarkable evidences of 
Providence, then in this particular. He 
that is able out of ſtones to raiſe up chil- 
dren to Abraham, Mat. 3.9. dos many 
times by as unexpected a production ſup- 
ply friends to the deſolate. But we do ſom- 
times Ilole our friends while they are li- 
ving ; they withdraw their kindneſs which 
is the foul of friendſhip: and it this hap- 
pen by our own demerit, we can accuſe 

nci- 
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neither God nor them for it: nor can we 
rationally expe& that God ſhould pro- 
vide ſupplies, when we wiltully deſpoil 
our ſelves. But when they are unkind 
without provocation, then is the ſeaſon 
for his interpoſition, who utes to take up 
thoſe whom Father and Mother for/ake ; 
Pſal. 27. 10, and we frequently ſee ſignal 
proofs of his carc in exciting the compal- 
fions of other friends and relatives, or per- 
haps of mere ſtrangers. Nay ſomtimes 
God makes the inhumanity of a man's re- 
lations, the occaſion of his advantage. 
Thus the barbarous malice of Joſeph's bres 
thren was the firſt ſtep to his Dominion 
over Egypt. And tis a common obſer- 
vation in Families, that the moſt diſcoun- 
tenanc'd child oft makes better proof, 

then the dearling. 
i0. We areyetliable to a third affli- 
tion by the calamity of our friends, 
which by the Sympathy of Kindneſs preſ- 
ſes us no leſs ( perhaps more) ſenſibly 
then our own: but then tis to be conſfi- 
der'd, that theirs are capable of the fame 
allaying circumſtances that ours are, and 
God has the fame arts of alleviating their 
burdens ; ſo that we have the ſame argu- 
ments for acquieſcence in their ſuffer - g3 
K TNac 
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that we have i in Our OW 1 ; and ſhall dos a 
more friendly office in impreflting thoſe 
upon them, then in the molt patlionate a- 
_— their {orrows. 

. Tre laſt ani greateſt diſcomfort 
hos friends, 1s that oft their fin: and if 
ever we may be al'ow d that diſconiolate 
ſtrein of the Prophet, Eſa. 22. 4. Turn 
away from me, 1 will weep bitter'v, labor 
not to Comfort me; this feems to be the 
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time. Yet cvyen this vally of Achor is not 
without a door of hope, Hol.22.15. A ViCi- 
ous perſon may be ted , multitudes 


have bin: ſo that ſo long as God conti- 
nues life, we ought no morc to depolite 
our hope then to quit our endevor. Be- 
ſides there are tew that make this com- 
plaint that have not ſomthing to balance, 
or at leaſt to lighten it. 1 ſhall initance 
in that relation which is the neareſt and 
molt tender, that ot a Parcnt. He that 
has one bad child may have divers good, 
It he have but one virtuous, tis a very great 


mercy; and tis another that he may be_ 


the better taught to value it by. the op- 
polition of the contrary. 


ſo unhappy as to have many children and 

all to conſume his eyes and pricve his heart, 

1 SAM.2.32, it may bea feaſonable reflexion 
for | 
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for him to examin how far he has con- 
tribute! tot, ether by Flrs fond 1ndul- 
gence, or by a remits and carclef: edu- 
cation : or which 1s worlt of all, by his 
moit 1mp:ious example. It any, on all of 
tele be round the cauſe, he 18 not fo much 
to ſeck for allaics to his grief, as tor par- 
don of his fin: and when he has pent- 
tently retracted his own taults, he may 
then have better ground of hope that God 
may reform thole of his children. In the 
mean time he may look on is own atilt- 
ction in them as Gods diſcipline on him, 
and gather at lealt this comtort from it, 
that his heavenly tather has more carc vt 
him then he had of his ; and do's not leave 
him uncorrected. 

12, I HvUs we {ee in all the concerns 
{which arc the mott common ani 1m- 
portant of human life, and wherein the 
juiteſt of 01:7 complaints arc uſually found- 
ed) there is ſuch a temperature and mix- 
ture, that the good dos more then equal 
the ill ; and that not on ly in the vrofler 
bulk, when our whole tate 15 weighed 
tog. ther, bur in every ſingle branch of 
it: God having herein dealt with this 
little world Man, as he has don with the 
gereater, wherein he is obſervd to have 
K -2 tar- 
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farniſhed every country with Specific re- | z#he. 
medies for their peculiar diſeaſes. I have | to | 
only given theſe ſhort hints by way of | tho 
eſſay and pattern for the Readers con- | mit; 
templation, which when he ſhall have ex- | our 
tended to all thoſe more minute particu- | vag 
lars wherein he 1s eſpecially concernd, I 
more curiouſly compar'd his ſufferings | con! 
with his allaies and comforts; I cannot | whe 
doubt but he will own himſelt an inſtance | The 
.of the truth of the preſent "Theſis, and deſi: 
confeſs, that he has much more cauſe of |, wan 
thankfulneſs then complaint. tite: 

12. THis I ſay ſuppoling his aftlicti- | ting 
ons to be of thoſe more ſolid and confide- | the) 
rable fort 1 have before mention d. But | Mat 
how many are there who have tew or none | port 
of ſuch, who ſeem to be ſeated in the land oth 
of Goſhen, in a place exemt from all the | eve! 
plagues that infeſt their Neighbors? And quit 
thoſe one would think ſhould give a rea- we « 
dy ſuffrage to this concluſion, as having hab 
no temtation to oppugn it; yet 1 doubt the 
tis far otherwiſe, and that ſuch men are poo 
of all the moſt unſatisfied. For tho they wer 
have no crofles of God's impoſing, they | all 
uſually create a multitude to themielves. nar' 
And here we may ſay with Davzid, It is bred 
better to fall into the hand of God then _ | Sall 

the 
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the hand of man, 2 Sam. 24-14. tis eaher 
to bear the afflictions God ſends, then 
thoſe we make to our ſelves. His are li- 
mited both for quantity and quality, but 
our own are as boundleſs as thoſe extra- 

vagant dehires from which they ſpring. 
14. AND this is the true cauſe why 
contentment is ſo much a ſtranger to thoſe 
who have all the outward cauſes of it. 
They have no definite meaſure of their 
deſires; tis not the ſupply of all their real 
wants will ſerve their turn: their appe- 
tites are precarious and depend upon con- 
tingencies. They hunger not becauſe 
they are emty, but becauſe others are full. 
Many a man would have liked his own 
portion well enough, had he not ſcen an- 
other have ſomthing he liked better. Nay 
even the molt inconfiderable things ac- 
quire a value by being anothers; when 
we deſpiſe much greater of our own. A- 
hab might well have ſatisfied himfelf with 
the Kingdom of //racl, had not Noboth s 
poor plot laid in his eye; but ſo raving 
were his defires after it, that he diſreliſhes 
all the pomps of a Crown, yea the ordi- 
nary retreſhments of nature, can eat no 
bread till he have that to turniſh him with 
Sallads, 1 Kings 21,2, And how many 
are 
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are there now adaies whoſe cloathoes it yns 

caſy it they fee another have had but the 
Inck to be a little more ingemoutly vain ; 
whoſe meat 15 unfavory it they have feen 
but a greater rarity, a newer COOxCry at 
another's Tablo: in a word who make 
other peoples excefles the ſtandard of their 
own felicities ? 

5. Nos arc our appetites only ex- 
cited thus by our outward object , bur 
precipitated and hurried on by our inward 
laſts. The proud man fo longs tor ho- 
mage and adoration, tnat nothing can 
pleaſe him 1| chat be wanting. /Jaman 
can hnd no gult in all the ſenſualities of 
the Perſian Court, becaule a poor deſpi- 

cable [ew denics his abaiſance, Eſt.5.12- 
Ttheluſttul fo 1mpatiently purſues his 1m- 
pure deſigns, that any d:thcultv he meets 
11 them, makes him pine and languilh 
like Amnon, who could no way recover 
his own health but by violating his fitter 's 
honor. 2 Sam.13.14. The revengetul la- 


bors under an Hydropic thirlt till he have 
the blood of his ene ay: all the liquor of 
Abſalom «theep-ſhearing could not quench 
his, withour the {laughter of his brother, 

And thus every one of our 
rack till they 


have 


2 : Sam [4.22 
paſhons keeps us upon the 
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have obtained cheir deſiyns. Nay when 
they have, the very cmtineſs of thoſe ac- 
quiiitions-is a new torment.and puts us up- 
on freſh purſuits. Thus between the 1m- 
petuouſncſz of our defires, and the emti- 
neſs of our enjoiments, we ſtill a7/quret 
our ſelves in va, Pla.cg.7. And whilft 
we have ſuch cruel tas:-maſters, tis not 
{ſtrange to fi: us groaning under our bur- 
dens. If we will indulge to all our vi- 
cious or tooliih appetites, think our hves 
bound up with tiem, and folcite the 
{ſatisfaction of them with as 1mpatient a 
vehemence, a3 Aache{ did tor children, 
Gen. 30.1. give nie thertor {ate: no won- 
der thar we arc alwaies complaining ot 
diſappointments; fince 11 theſe the very 
ſucceſs 13 a defeat, and is but the exchang- 
ing the paii of a craving ravenous fto- 
mach, for that ot a clo!'d and nauſeated. 
Indeed mcn ot this temper condemn 
themſelves to a perpetual reſtlcſnefs: they 
are like phantaitic mutincers, who when 
their ſuperiors {end them blanks ro write 
their own conditions, know not what wall 
p'eale them: and even Omnipotence 1t 
lelt cannot ſatisty theſe till it have new 
moulded them, and reduced their defires 
to a Ccrtauuty, 

16. BUT 
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16, BUT in the mean time how un- 
juſtly do they accuſe God of illiberality, 
becauſc every thing anſwers not their hu- 
mor? He has made them reaſonable crea- 
tures, and has provided them fatisfacti- 
Ons proportionable to their nature ; but 
if they will have wild irrational expeCta- 
cions, neither his wiſdom, nor his good- 
neſs is concernd to ſatisfy thoſe. His 
ſupplies are real and folid, and therefore 
have no correſpondence to imaginary 
wants. If we will create ſuch to our ſelves 
why do we not create an imaginary fatil- 
faftion tothem > "'Lwere the merrier fren- 
zy of the two, to ve like the mad Athe- 
nian, that thought all the ſhips that came 
into his harbor his own : and twere bet- 
ter /x:07 like to have our Arms fill d with 
a cloud, then to have them perpetually 
beating our own breaſts, and be ftill ror- 
menting our ſelves with unſatishable de- 
fires. Yet this is the ftace to which men 
voluntarily ſubject themſelves, and then 
quarrel at God becauſe they will not let 
themſelves be happy. Bur ſurc their ve- 


ry complaints juſtity God, and argue that | 


he has dealt very kindly with them, and 
afforded them all the neceſſary accomo- 
dations ot lite ; for did they want them, 

| they 
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they would not be fo ſenſible of the w ant 
of the other. He thar is at perteC&t catc 
may feel with ſome vcxation the biting 
of a flea or gnar, which would not be 
at all obſervable it he were up07: ene 
rack, And jhould Go:! change the icenc, 
and make theſe nice people tecl the 
deſtitution of nececflaries; a'l thoſe ro 
grets about ſupertluities would be over- 
whelmed. In the mean time how d-- 
plorable a thing is it, chat we are ft:1! 
the poorer for God s bounty, tnat thot.: 
to whom he has opened his hand w:- 
deft, ſhould open their mouth fo too, in 
out-cries and murmur: ? For I think 1} 
may ſay, that gencra.iy thoſe, that are 
the farthelt remov'd trom w ant, are ſo 
from contcut too; they take no notice 
of all the real {ubitantial blefings they 
enjoy, leave theſe ( like the ninety nine 
ſneep in the wilderneſs) torgotten and 
neglect-d, to go in queſt atrer foine fu- 
oitive fſatistaction, which like a thadow 
flies {till taſter in proportion to their pir- 
ſuir. 

17. ANd now would Gol they could 
be recalled from this unvrotitable chace, 
and inſtead of the }lortleeches note. Gor e, 
give, Prov. 30, 15. take up that ot the 
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Pſalmiſt, what ſhall [ render to the Lord 
for all the benefits he hath don unto me? 
Pſa. 116.12. Let them count how ma- 
ny valuable or rather ineſtimable things 
they have received trom his mercy, and 
then confront them with thoſe corre- 
Ctions they have found from his juſtice; 
and it they do this impartially, I doubt 
not they will find wherewithal to check 
their higheſt mutinies ; and will join 
with me in confeſling, that their good 

things abundantly out-weigh their ill. 
18. Ir now we carry on the compa- 
riſon to the laſt eircumltance, and con- 
I:der the conſtancy, we ſhall find as wide 
a difference, Let us take the Pſalmilts 
teſtimony, and there will appear a very 
diltant date of his mercies and puuniſh- 
ments. {11s merczes endure for ever, Plal. 
136. whereas his wrath endures but the 
twinkling of an eye, Plal. 30.5. And ac- 
cordingly God owns his acts of ſeverity 
as his /{range work, Ia.28.21. that which 
he reſorts to only upon ſpecial emergen- 
cies; but his mercies are renewed every 
mornins, 1am. 3.25. and doubtleſs we 
may all upon trial athrm the fame. "There 
are many of the moſt necetſary com- 
torts of lite which do not only ſom- 
t1mes 
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times viſit us as gueſts, but dwell with 
us as inmates and domeſtics. How ma- 
ny are there who have lived in a perpe- 
tual afluence from their cradles to their 
graves, have never known wat it is tO 
want? And tho the goods of tortune are 
erhaps leſs conſtant to ſome, yet the re- 

treſhments of nature are uſually foto us 
all, Weeat and drink, we fleep, we re- 
create, we Converſe in a continued Cir- 
cle, and go our round almolt as conſtant- 
ly as the fun do's his. Or it God do«+ 
ſomtimes 2 little interrupt us in it, put 
ſome ſhort reſtraint vpon our refreſ1- 
ments, yet that comparatively to the 
time we enjoy them, 1s but proportiona- 
ble to the ſtop he has ſomtimes made of 
the Sun, Fo/.10.13. 2 Kings 20. 8. Of Of 
the ſea, Frxor.14.21, winch as they were 
no ſubverhons of the courſe of nature, 
ſo neither are thoſe ſhort pauſes he fom- 
times makes, a repeal of thoſe fixt and 
cuſtomary benefits his providence uſual- 
ly allots us. But who 1s there can ſay that 
any one of his afflictions has bin of equal 
continuance, or has preſt him with ſo t&w 
intermiſſions 2 Perhaps he may have milt 
ſome few nights {lcep: but what 1s that 
ro a twelve-months, or perhaps 2 whole 
Ec 2 lives 
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lives en; jOy 1g It > Tis poſlil Me his ſto- 
mach and his mcat have not alwaics bin 
reauy mot wenſs but how much oftner 
have they wet to his delight 2 and ge- 
ncrally thot ic things that are molt uſe- 
ful, are but rarely 1aterrupted. Nay to 
a great many cven the delicacies of life 
arc no lets conttiut, and their luxuries 
arc ticir bread : where- 
as unlets tlicir vices or their fancies Cres 
ate uncalinct}cs to the thole that come 
immediately from God's hand, make 
long intermifions and ihort ftaies. Yet 
tor al this they that ſhould meaſure by 
the uncc flantue (5 of mens complaints, 
would judge that rhe {cene was quite 
reverlt, aud that our good things Are as 
Fo m_ , {wifter {en a WeaUrr * ſhuttle, 
Job -. 6. whiltk our ill, ike Gehaxzes 
/ _ cleave inſeparably to 5, 2 King, 
$. IO. 
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day, becauſe we expect a fit the next. it. A 
ſtrange ſtupid folly thus to court vexa- 
tion, and be miſerable in Chimera. Do's 
any man or indecd any beaſt defire to 
keep a diltaſtiul rehſh till in his mouth, 
to chew the cud i wager oall and worm- 
wood 2 yet certainly there are a multi- 
tude of people whoſe lives are imbitter'd 
to them merely by theſe fantaſtic imagi- 
nary ſufferings. Nor do we only tright 
our {elves with images and Ideas of paſt 
calamitics, but we dreſs up new bug- 
bears and mormoes, are Poctic and ae- 
rial in our inventions, and lay Roman- 
tic ſcenes of diftrefſes. 'This is a thing 
very incident to jealous natures, who are 
alwaics railing alarms to themſelves. A 
ſuſpicious man looks on every body with 
dread. One man he tears has deſigns 
upon his tortune, another on his reputa- 
tion, perhaps a third upon his life : whilſt 
in the mean time , the only ll defign 
againlt him 15 managed by himſelt ; his 
own caulelets fears and jealoufties which 
put . him in a ftate of hoſtility with all 
the world; and do often betray him t9 
thevery things he groundletly ſuſpected. 
For it is not {cldom ſeen that men have 
incurrd real miſchicts by a tond folici- 
tude 
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tude of avoiding imaginary ones. I do 
not queſtion but this is a ſtate calami- 
tous enough, and ſhall acknowledge it 
very likely that ſuch perſons ſhall have 
lictle or no truce from thcir troubles, who 
have ſuch an exhauſted ſpring within 
themſelves; yet we may ſay to them as 
the Prophet did to the houſe of Faced, 
Is the ſpirit of the Lord ſtraitned ? are 
theſe his doings * Micii. 2. 7, Such men 
muſt not cry out that Gods hand lies 
heavy upon them, but their own ; and 
{o can be no impeachment to the truth 
of our obfervation, that God's blefling3 
are of a longer duration, keep a more 
fixt ſteddy courſe then his puniſhments, 
The reſult of all 1s, that the generality 
of mankind have good things ( even as 
to temporals) which do in the three re- 
{pects fore-mention d exceed the ill. 1 
mean the true and real ills which God 
ſends, tho not thoſe fancitul ones they 
raiſe ro themſelves. h 
20. ANp now why ſhould it not ap- 
pear a reaſonable propolition that men 
ſhould entertain themſelves with the plea 
ſanter parts of God's diſpenſations to 
them, and not alwaies porc upon the 
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ſo much a fairer object, and x perpetual- 
ly in their eye, why ſhould we look on 
the more {adning ſpectacles of human 
frailty or misfortune thro all the mag- 
nifying optics our fancies can ſupply , 
and perverlly turn away our eyes from 
the chearfuller > Yet this God knows is 
too much the caſe with moſt of us. How 
nicely and critically do we obſerve eve- 
ry little adverſe accident of our lives” 
what tragical ſtories of them do our me- 
morics preſ-nt us with > When alas a 
whole current of proſperity glides by 
without our notice. Like little children 
our fingers are never off the ſore place, 
till we have _ every light tcratch in- 
to an Ulcer. Nay like the leuder fort 
of beggars, we make artificial fores to 
vive us a pretence of complaint. And 
can we then exper '& God ſhould concern 
himſelf in the cure > Indeed in the courſe 
of his ordinary ae there 1s n0 
cure for ſuch people, unlels it be by re- 
rulfion, the making them teel the ſmart 
of ſome very great and prefhing attli- 
tion. 1 hey therefore put themſelves un- 
der an unhappy dilemma, cirher to con- 
tnue ther own tormentors, Or to en- 
dure the {evere!t courſe of Gods difci- 

pline, 
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pline. "1's true the laft is rhe more 
eligible, but I am {ure the beit way 1s to 

revent both, by ajuſt and grateful jon! 
of God's. mercics, which will be yet Pagan 
ther illuftrated if we compare then with 
cur own demcrits. 
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Of our Demerit towards God. 


1, | T is the common fault of our na- 

ture, that we are very apt to be par- 
tial to our ſelves, and to ſquare our expe- 
Aations more by what we wiſh, then by 
what we deſerve. Somthing of this is vi- 
fible in our dealings with men. We oft 
look to reap where we have not ſowed, Mat. 
25.25. expect benefits where we do none: 
yet in Civil tranſactions there are ſtill re- 
maining ſuch footſteps of natural juſtice, 
that we are not univerſally fo unreaſon- 
able : all trathc and commerce ſubſiſting 
vpon the principle of equal retribution, 
giving one good thing for another equiva- 
lent ; ſo that no man expects to buy corn 
with chatt, or Gold with droſs. But in our 
dealings with God, we put off even this 
common equity ; are vaſt 1n ourexspecta- 
tions, but penurious and baſe in our re- 
turns, aud asit God were our ſteward not 
our Lord, we require of him with a con- 
dence proper only to thoſe who ask their 
M Own: 
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own: whilit in the interim, what we of- 
ter to him is with ſuch a diſdaintul fh1ght- 
neſs, as if we meaat it rather an alms then 
an homagc. 

2. Gop indecd is ſo munificenr, that he 
prevents us nath his bleſſings, Plal. 21. 3. 
gives us many things betore we ask: had 
he not don ſo we could not have bin fo 
much as in a capacity of a:zking. But tho 
the firſt & fundamental mercies are abſo- 
Iutc and tree, yet the ſublequent are con- 
ditional: and accordingly we tind 1n {cri- 
pture, that God makes no promiſe either 
concerning this lite or a better, but on con- 
dition of Obedience. "The Jews who had 
much larger propolals of remporal hap- 
pineſs then Chriſtians have, yet never had 
them upon other terms. God expreſly 
articled for the performance of his com- 
mands,and made all their enjoiments for- 
feitable upon the failure, as we may leeat 
large in the book of Deuteronomy. And 
under the Goſpel, St. Pau! appropriates 
the promiſes as well of this life as of that to 
come unto gotllineſs, 1 T1. 4. 8. 


man,whether he have kept his title entire, 


and have not by breach ot the condition | 


forfeited his clame even 10 the molt com: 
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theretore be a material inquiry tor cvery | 


uing 
Cerus. 


SECT.V. Of our Demerit towards God, 9 I 


wh 94 OS 4 DA 


ror 


mon ordmary bleflings: for it he have, 
common reaſon will tetl him he can chal- 
lenge none; and thatthe utmolt he can 
hope tor, mutt be ouly upon a new ſcore 
of unmerited favor. 

3- And here certainly every mouth muſt 
be ſtopped, and all the world become guilty 
before God, Rom. 3. 19. For alas who 1s 
there that can ſay his obedience las bin in 
any degree proportionable to his obliga- 
tion? 'Tis manifeſt we have all received 
abundantly trom God's hand : but what 
has he had from ours? I may challenge the 
beſt- man, to caſt up the account of his 
belt day, and tell me whether his receits 
have not infinitly exceeded his disburt- 
ments: whether for any one good thing 
he has don, he has not receive! many. 
Nor is the diſparity only in number, but 
much more in value. God's works are per- 
tec, all he do's for us like the firſt 6 daies 
productions, areal! very good, Gen.r. but 
alas our very righteouſnep is as filthy rags, 
Efai.64.6. We otter him the blind and the 
lame, Mal.1.9. a few yawuing drowſy prat- 
ers perhaps, wherein he has the leaft ſhare ; 
the tuller current of our thoughts run- 
uing towards our ſecular or ſinful con- 
cerns. We drop it may be a ſcanty Alms, 
| M 2 wherein 
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wherein tis odds our vain-glory ſcram- 
bles for a ſhare with him, it it do not whol- 
ly ingroſs it. Weſit an hour at a ſermon, 
but tis rather to hear the wit or cloquence 
of the preacher, then the word of God. 
Like the duller fort of animals, we like 
well to have our itching ears {cratcht, 
but grow ſturdy and reſtive when we 
ſhould do what we are there taught. In 
a word all our ſervices at the belt are mi- 
ſerably maim'd and imperfect;and too of- 
ten corrupt and unſound. So that God 
may well upbraid us as he did //rael, Of- 
fer it now to thy governor, will he be pleas'd 
withit? Mal.1.1. Thele very iniquities of 
our holy things are enough to defeat all 
our pretences to any good from Gods 
hand. Yet God knows, this is much the 
beſt fide of us: tis not every one that can 


make ſo fair an appearance as this amounts : 


to. With many, there is no place to com- 
plain of the blemiſhes of their ſacrifices, 
for they ofter none; of whom we may lay 


in the words of the Pſalmiſt, God z5 not mm 


ell their thoughts, Pſal.10.4. I fear there 


want not thoſe who drive away the day, | 


the week, nay the year, without remem- 


bring in whoſe hand thetr time 7s, Plal. | 


31,18, or paying him auy ſolemn _ 
| of 
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of it ; who enjoy the ſervices of all infe- 
rior creatures, without conſidering that 
theirs are more due to the ſupreme Lord : 
in a word, who live as ifFaey were abſo- 
lutely independent; had their exiſtence 
purely trom theggelves, and had no Crea- 
tor to whom they owed their being, or 
any conſequent duty. And ſure men who 
thus diſcard themſelves from God's fami- 
ly, have very little reaſon to expect the 
proviſions ot it: yet even ſuch as theſe 
have the impudence to complain, it any 
thing be wanting to their needs ( ſhall I 
ſay ) or to their luſts; can ravingly pro- 
fane God's name in their impatiencies, 
which they know not how to uſe in their 
prayers: as if the Deity were conſiderable 
1n no other notion, then that of their ca- 
terer or ſteward. | 

4. I F now we ſerioully reflet, what 
can be more admirable then that infinite 
patience of God ; who notwithſtanding 
the miſerable infirmities of the pious, and 
the leud contemrt of the impious, {till goes 
on reſolutely in his bounty, and conti- 
nues to all mankind ſome, and to ſome 
all his temporal bleſſings? He has no ob- 
ligation of juſtice to do ſo, for it is no 
part of his compact; he has none of gra- 
| titude, 
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titude, for he is perpetually afironted and 
diſobliged. Surely we may well fay with 
David, 1s this after the manner of men, 
0 Lord? 1 Chitr.17.17, Can the higheſt 
human indulgence bear any proportion 
with this divine Clemedf y? no certaialy, 
n0 finite patience but would be exhauſted 
with the thouſandth part of our provo- 
Cations. 

5. BUT 1s not our dealing too as lit- 
tle after the manner of men; I mean of 
reaſonable creatures * For us who have 
forfeited our right to a!l, and yet by mere 
favor are ftill kept in the poſſeſhon of 
many great bleſſings: for us to grow muti- 
nous, becauſe there is perhaps ſomthing 
more trifling which is den1d us, is ſuch 
a ſtupid ingratitude, as one would think 
impoſſible ro human nature. Should a Te- 
nant with us have at once forfeited his 
feaſe, and malicioully affronted his Land- 
lord, he would ſure think himſelt very 
gently dealt with, it he were ſuffer d ro 
enjoy bur a part of his firſt eſtate ; but 
we ſhould think him not only inſfolenr, 
but mad, who when the whole were left 
him, ſhould quarrel & clamor it he might 
not have his Cottage adorn'd with marble 


floors, and guilded roofs, Yet at this wild 
rate 
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rate we behave our ſelves to our great 
Landlord, grow pettiſh and angry it we 
have not every thing we can fancy, tho 
we enjoy many more uſeful, merely by 
his indulgence. And can there be any 
thing imagin d more unreaſonable? Let us 
therefore 1f not for piety, yet at leaſt to 
juſtify our clame to rationality, be more 
ingenuous; let us not conſult only with 
our tond appetites, and be thus perpetu- 
ally ſoliciting their ſatisfaction ; bur ra- 
ther refle& on what tenure we hold what 
we already have, even that of ſuperabun- 
dant mercy; and fear, leaſt like infolent 
beggers by the umpudence of our de- 
mands we divert even that charity which 
was deſign d us.. In ſhort let every man 
when he computes what he wants of his 
defires, reckon as exactly how much he is 
ſhort of his duty; and when he has duly 
ponder d both , he will think it a very 
oentle compoſition to have the one un- 
ſupplicd, ſo he may have the other re- 
mitted ; and will ice caule contentedly to 
fir down and fay with honelt Aſephiboſheth, 
What right have I to cry any more unto the 
Ang > 2 Sam.19.28. But it it be thus with us 
upon the mere {core of our impertections 
or omiſſions, what an obnoxious ſtate do 
our 


96 
our innumerable actual fins put us in ? If 
the ſpots of our ſacrifices are provoking, 
whatare our ſacrileges and bold protana- 
tions? If thoſe who negle or forget God 
are liſted among his enemies, what are 
thoſe who avowedly defy him? Indeed 
he that ſoberly conſiders the world, and 
fees how daringly the divine Majeſty is 
daily affronted, cannot but wonder that 
the perverſions of our manners , thoſe 
prodigies in morality, ſhould not be an- 
{wer'd with as great prodigies in calamity 
too ; that we ſhould ever have other ruin 
then that of Sodom, or the earth ſerve us 
jor any other purpoſe then to be, as it was 
ro Korah, Num.16. our living ſepulcher, 

6. Nor is this longanimity of God 
obſervable only towards the maſs and col- 
lective body of mankind, but to every 
man in particular, Who 1s there that if 
he ranſack his conſcience, thall nor find 
guilts enow to jultify God in the utmoſt 
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leverities towards him? ſo that how much | 


{oever his puniſhments are ſhort of that, 


ſo much he evidently owes to the lenity 
and compaſſion of God. And who i; 


there that ſutters in this world the utmoſt 
that God can inflict” We have a great 
many ſuffering capacities, and if thoſe 

were 
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were all fill'd up to the height, our con- 
dition would ſcarce differ trom that of 
the damned in any thing but duration. 
But God is more merciful, and never in- 
flicts at that rate on us here. Every man's 
experience can tell him, that God diſchar- 
ges not his whole quiver at once upon him, 
but exemts him in many more particulars 
then he afflifts him ; and yet the ſame 
experience will probably tell moſt of us, 
that we are not ſo modeſt in our affaults 
upon God; we attaque him in all his con- 
cerns (as far as our feeble malice can 
reach; ) in his Soveraignty, in his honor, 
in his relatives, nay ſomtimes in his very 
eflence and being. And as they are uni- 
verſal in reſpe& of him, ſo alſo in regard 
of our ſelves: we engage all our powers 
in this war, do not only yzeld ( as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks) our members inſtruments of 
unrighteouſneſs, Rom.6.18. but we preſs 
them upon the ſervice of ſenſual and vile 
luſts even beyond our native propenſfions. 
Nor are only the members of our body, 
but the faculties of our ſoul alſo thus em- 
ploied ; our underſtandings are buſied firft 
in contriving fins, and then excuſes and 
diſguiſes for them; our wills are yet more 
{turdy rebels, and when the underſtand- 
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ing is beat out of all its out-works, yet 
fallenly keep their hold in ſpight of all 
conviction; and our aftections madly ruſh 
on like the horſe unto the battel, Jer.$.6, 
deterred by nothing of danger,lo there be 
but fin enough in the attemr. 

-. AND now with what ftacc can peo- 
ple that thus purſue an hoſtility, expect 
that it ſhould not be return'd unto them ? 
Do's any man denounce war, and yet ex- 
pect from his adverſary all rhe carefles,the 
obligements of friendihips Selt-detence 
will promt even the meckelt nature to Ge- 
{ſpoil his cnemy, at lealt ot thoſe things 
which he uſes to his annoiance ; and it 
God jhould give way even to that lowelt 
degree of anger, where or what were we? 
For fince we employ our whole ſelves a- 
gaink him, nothing bur deſtruction can 
avert Our injuries. But tis happy for us 
we haic to do with one who cannot tear 
us, who knows the impotence of our wild 

ttemts, and fo allaies his reſentment of 
our infolence with his pity of our follies, 
Were it not tcr this, we lhould not be 
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[e1t in a poliibility to oft toiterate our pro- | 
vocations. Every wicked imagination and | 
black delign, would be at once deteatcd | 


aud punitht by intatuation and trenzy: eve- 


Ty | 


men 
com! 
ly,as 
punc 
then 
let h 


cent, 
h1s f11 
ineq! 
of af} 
think 
they 
He f 


SECT.V. Of our Demerit towards God, 99 


—_— —  _ - PAY 


ry blaſphemous Atheiſtical ſpeech would 
wither the tongue like that arm of Jero- 
boam which he ſtretcht againlt the Pro- 
phet, 2 Azng. 13. 4. and every 1mpious 
act w ould like the prohibited retroſpect 
of Lot s Wite, fix us perpecual monuments 
of divine vengeance. 

8. AND then how much do we owe 
to the mercy and commileration of our 
God, that he /uffers not his whole diſplca- 
ſure to ariſe, Pla. 78. 29. that he abates 
any thing of that jutt ſeverity he might 
ule rowards us > He that is condemned to 
the Gallowes, would think it a mercy to 
icape with any inferior penalty : why have 
we then ſuch mean thoughts of God s Cle- 
mency, when he deſcends to ſuch low 
compoſtions with us, corrects us fo tight = 
ly,asSif twere matter only of cerc mony and 
punctilio, the regard of his honor, rather 
then the execution of his wrath © For alas 
ler him among us that 1s the molt inno- 
cent,and undeſervedly afflicted, muiter up 
his fins and ſ{ufferings,and he will tec a vaſt 
inequality: and (had he not other grounds 
of aſſurance) would be almolt temted to 
think thoſe were not the provoking caule, 
they are ſo unproportionably anſwered. 
He fins in innumerable inſtances, and 13 
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puniſht in few; he ſins habitually and per- 
petually, and ſuffers rarely and ſeldom; 
nay perhaps he has ſomtimes find with 
greedineſs, and yet God has puniſhr with 
regret and reluctancy, How ſhall 1 give 
thee up, O Ephraim? Rol.11.8. And when 
all theſe diſparities are confider'd, we muſt 
certainly join heartily in Ezra s confeſhon, 
Thou, O God, has puniſht us leſs then our 
mntquittes deſerve, Fara g-13. 

9. Nay beſides all our antecedent, 
we have after-guilrs no leſs provoking, 1 
mean our ungracious repinings at the 
light chaſtiſements of our former fins, 
our out-cries upon every little ancafineſs, 
which may juſtly cauſc God to turn our 
whips into Scorpions; and according as 
he threatned //racl, Lev.26.18. to pumjb 
us yet ſeven times more. And yet even 
this dos dot immediately exaſperate him, 


The Fews were an inſtance how long he | 


could bear with a murmuring generati- 
on, but certainly we of this nation are a 
greater: yet let us not be high-minded but | 
fear, Rom. 11. 20. for we ſee at laſt the | 
doom fell heavy tho it was protracted: 
a ſucceſhon of miraculous judgments pur- 
ſued thoſe murmurers, ſo that not one 
of them enter'd Canaan. And tis very ob- 
ſer- | 
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ſervable, that whereas to other ſins God's 
denunciations are in ſcripture conditio- 
| nal and reverſible ; this was abſolute and 
bound with an oath, He [ware in his wrath 
that they ſhould not enter into his reſt, Pal. 
95.11. Andyet if we compare the hard- 
ſhips of the /ſraelites in the wilderneſs 
with moſt of our ſufferings, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs our mutinies have leſs 
temtation, and conſequently leſs excuſe. 
From whence tis very reaſonable to infer, 
as the greatneſs of our danger if we per- 
fiſt, ſo the greatneſs of God's long-luffer- 
ing towards us, who yet allows us ſpace 
to reform: and ſure new complaints ſound 
very ill from us, who are liable to ſo ſe- 
vere an account for our old ones. I fear 
the moſt rehgn'd perſons of us will upon 
recollection find, they have upon one 
occaſion or other out-vied the number 
of the /ſraelites murmurs: thercfore un- 
leſs we will emulate them in their plagues, 
let us fear to add one more, leſt that make 
up the fatal ſum, and render our deſtru- 
Ction irrevocable. 

10. Uyox all theſe conſiderations it 
appears how little reaſon any of us have to 
repine at ourheavieſt preſſures. But there 


is yet a farther circumſtance to be advert- 
cd 


102 "The Art of Contentmentr. 


ed to, and 1s too applicable to many of 
us, that is, that our ſins are not only the 
conſtant meritorious cauſe of our ſuffer- 
1ngs, but they are alſo very often the in- 
{trumental cauſe alfo; and produce them 
nut only by way of retaliation from God, 
but by a natural ethcacy. Solomon tells us 
he that /oves pleaſure, ſhall be a poor man, 
and that a whoriſh waman will bring a 
man to a piece 5f bread, Prov.6.26. that 
he that [its long at the wine ſhall have red- 
neſs of oye, Chap. 23. 29, 39. that the 
Hothful ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger, 19.15. and 
all thoſe not by immediate ſupernatural 
inthction from God, but as the proper 
Lenune ctiects of thoſe reſpective vices. 
Indeed God in his original eſtabliſhment 
of things, has made fo cloſe a connexion 
berwcen fin and puniſhment, that he 1s 
wot often put to exert his power 1n any 
extraordinary way, but may truſt us to 
be Our Own LiCctors : our own backſlidings 
reprove us, Jer.2.19. andour inigquities are 
of chemlelsc es enough to become our run, 

Fn 
Io oe therefore be a ſeaſonable 
——_— tor every man to put to himſelt, 
whether the troubles he labours under be 
not of this fort; whether the poverty he 
COm- 
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complains of, be not the effect of his riot 
and profuſion, his floth and negligence ? 
whether when he cries out that hx comel;-» 
neſs 's turnd into corruption, Dan. ro. 8. 
he may not anſwer himfelft, that they are 
his vilits to the harlots houſes which have 
thus made rottenne/, enter into his bones, 
Hab. 3.16. whether when he is beſet with 
contentions, and has wounds withour 
cauſe, he have not tarried long at the wine , 
when he has loft his friend, whether he 
have not by ſome treacherous wornd,F.ccle, 
22.22. forced him to depart: or when 
he lies under infamy, whether it be not 
only the Echo of his own ſcandalous 
crimes. If he nd ir thus with him, cer- 
fainly his mouth 1s ſtopt, and he cannot 
without the mott diiingenuous unpudence 
complain of any but himtelt. He could 
not be 10norant that ſuch effects did natu- 
rally attend ſuch cauſes, and theretore if 
he would take the one, he mult take the 
other allo, No man ſure can be fo mad, 
as to think God fhould work miracles 
(diſunite thote things which nature hath 
conjorn } ouly that he may {in at caſe, 
have all the beſtial pleaſures he can pro- 
ject, and none of the conſequent ſmarr. 
We read indeed God divided the lea, but 
ic 
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it was to make the way for the ranſomed of 
the Lord to paſi over, Ia.15.10. thoſe who 
were his own people, and went in at his 
command ; but when they were ſecured, 
we find the waters immediately return'd 
to their chanel, and overwhelmed the E- 
gyptians, who ventured without the ſame 
warrant. And ſure the caſe is alike here: 
whenany man can produce God's mandate 
for him to run into all exceſs of riot, to 
deſecrate the temple of the holy Ghoſt, 
and make his body the member of an harlot, 
x Cor. 6. 15. in a word when God bids 
him do any of thoſe things, which God 
and good men abhor, then and not before 
he may hope he may ſever ſuch acts from 
their native penal effects; for till then 
( how protule ſoever ſome Legendary fto- 
ries repreſent him) he will certainly never 
{o beſtow his miracles. 

12. BUT I fear upon ſcrutiny therewill 
appear a yet farther circumſtance upon 
which to arraign our mutinies - for tho 
it be unreaſonable enough to charge God 


with the 1ll effects of our own leudneſs, ! 


yet tis a higher ſtep to murmur becauſe 
we have not materials to be wicked e- 
nough. And this I tear is the caſe with 
too many of us, who tho they are Yr 
0 
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| ſodeſpoil'd by their ſins, but that they can 


keep up their round of vicious pleaſures, 
yet are diſcontented becauſe they think 
ſome others have them more exquiſite, 
think their vices are not Gentile enough, 
unleſs they be very expenſive, and are co- 
vetous only that they may be more luxurj- 
ous. Theſe are ſuch as St. Fames ſpeaks of, 
who ash amiſs, that they may conſume tt upon 
their luſts, Jam.4.3. And ſure to be muti- 
nous on this account 1s one of the higheſt 
picces of frenzy. Would any man in his 
wits tell another he will cut his throat,and 
then expect he ſhould turniſh him with a 


knife for it? And yet to this amount our 


murmurs againſt God, for his not giving 
us thoſe things wherewith we only defign 
to wage war with him. For ſurely if the 
diſcontents of mankind were cloſely inſpe- 
Ged,I doubt a great many would be found 
of this kind. It concerns theReader there- 
fore to make the inquiſition 11 his own 
breaſt, both in this and all the tormer par- 
ticulars; and I doubt nor, it he do it with 
any ingenuity and uprightneſs,he will be a- 
bundantly convinced that for his tew mites 
of obedience he paies to God, he reccives 
talents of mercies (even temporal) from 
him : and that on the other de, that God 
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as much ch underpaies his fins, as he overpaies 
his ſervices: by which God do's ſufficient- 
Iy atteſt how little he delights in our affli- 
ction, how glady he takes any light occa- 
fion of carelling and cheriſhing, and over- 
$Kips thoſe of punilhing us. Which ſure 
onghrtio make us Convert all our diſfplea- 
fares 2 221nſt our fins, which extort thoſe 
acts of feverity trom him, ro which his na- 
tu:ient moltaverſle. And here indeed our 
Yen ments cannot be too ſharp : but to- 
wards God our httelt addreſs will be in the 
pen:tential torm of the Prophet Danzel, 0 
Lord tous belongeth conſuſion of face : but to 
the Lord our God belong mercies and forgive: 
neſs, tho we have rebelled againſt him, Dan. 
9.8,9, And as his juſtice 1s to be revered 
in his inflictions,fo 1s Iis wiſdom alſo, in 
lo dilpoktng of events to particular per- 
ſons, as may beſt conhitt with the univerſal 
Occonomy and managery of the world: 

the confideration whereof is the delign of 
the next Section. 
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Ls H Ex God made the univeric , 
he intended not only to glority 
himſelf in one tranſient act of his power, 
and then leave this great and wondertul 
production of his, as the Oſtrich her cygs 
in the witdernefs, Lam. 4. 3» an having 
drawn it out of its firſt Chaos, he fecur'd 
it from returning thither again, by eſta- 
bliſhing as a dae fy mmetry of parts,to alſc 
a regular order of motion. Hence it is 
that the heavens have their conſtant re- 
volutions, the carth its {uccethon of de- 
terminate ſeaſons,animals their alternate 
courſe of generation a1 | ror : —_ 
by this wile Oeconomy, the world atrer 
ſo many thouſand years, {eems (till 1n pi 
{pring ard firſt beauty. Pur it had bin 
ig vain to have thus ſecured the detecti- 
on of the creatures, if man for whote fa! 
they were made had bin exclude. 
this care. His faculty of realoin werid 
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have made him but the more fatal inſtry 
ment of confuſion, and taught him the 
more compendious waies of diſturbing the 
world. Fob compares him to the wild aſ- 
ſes colt, Job 11.12, which takes its range 
without adverting to, any thing of the 
common good, God has theretore dou- 
bly hedged in this unruly creature, made 
a tence of laws about him { both natural 
and poſitive) and beſides has taken him 
into the common circle of his providence; 
ſo that he, as well as the reſt of the crea- 
tion, has his particular ſtation aſhgnd 
him: and that not only 1n reference to 
other creatures, but himſelt ; has put a 
difference between one man and another, 
ordained ſeveral ranks and Claſles of men, 
and endowed them with ſpecial and ap- 
propriate qualifications for thoſe ſtations 
wherein he has ſet them. 

2. Tris, as it is a work of infinite wil- 
dom in God, {o it is of unſpeakable ad- 
vantage to men, Without this regular dil- 
poſure, the world would have bin 1n the 
ſame confuſion which we read of in the 
hoſt of the Midianztes, Every man's ſword 
agamji his fellow. Judg.7.22. Nothing but 
force could determine who ſhould do, or 


enjoy any thing; and even that decihion 
alſo 
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alſo would have bin repelable by a greater 
force: ſo that we have all reaſon to confeſs 
the utility of that order God has ſet among 
men: and even he that bears the loweſt and 
moſt deſpicable place in it, is certainly 
infinitely more happy by contributing to 
that general Harmony, then he could be 
in any ſtate of diſcord. 

3. WERE this now well confider'd, 
methinks it ſhould filence all our com- 
plaints, and men ſhould not be ſo vehe- 
mently concern'd in what part of the ſtru- 
cture it pleaſcs the great Architect to put 
them: for every man is to look on him- 
ſelf only as a ſmall parcel of thoſe mate- 
rials which God is to put into form. F.- 
very ſtone is not fit for the corner, nor 
every little rafter for the main bean - the 
wiſdom of the Maſter builder is alone to 
determin that. And ſure there cannot 
be a more vile contemt of the divine wil- 
dom then to diſpute his choice. Had God 
wiſdom enough to contrive this valt and 
beautitul tabric,and may he not be truſted 
with one of us poor worms ? Did he by his 
wiſdom make the heavens, and by his un- 
derſtanding ſtretch out the clouds, Prov. 3. 
I9. and ſhall he not know where to place 
a little lump of figur'd earth > 'This js cer- 
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fainly the molt abſurd diltruſt 1magina- 
ble,and yet this is really the true meaning 
of our repining at the condition he has 
placed us 1. 

4. Tre truth is, we are ſo jull of our 
ſelves, that we can ſee nothing beyond 
it: every man expects Gol thould place 
him where he has a mind to be, tho by 
it he diicompole the whole ſcheme of his 
providence. Burt tho we are fo ſenſcletly 
martial, vert God is not lo : he that com- 
prehenis at once the whole concern of 
mankind, applies himſelt to the accomo- 
dating thoſe, not the humoring any par- 
ticular perlon. He has made the great and 
*he [mall, and carcth for all alike, Wild. 
5.7. He is the common Father of man- 
kind, and difpoles things for the public 
actvantagec of this great family;and tis not 
all the impatient cravings of a froward 
cla that inall make him recede trom his 
defigned method. We are apt cnough, 
{ am farce, to tax it not only as a weak- 
nets, but injutitice too in a Prince, when 
ne 1ndulges any thing to a private favo- 
rite to the public diſadvantare; yet To 
unequal arc we, that we murmur at God 
for not doing that, which we murmur at 
men tor doing. 
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5. BEsIlbves a4 man 1s to conſider , 
that other men have the ſame appetites 
with himſclf. If he dillike an inferior ſtate, 
why ſhould he not think others do lo too 2 
and then as the wiſe man ſpeaks, Whoſe 
voice ſhall the Lord hear © FE.cclus. 34. 24. 
Tis ſure great inſolence in me to expect 
that God ſhould be more concern d to hu- 
mor me, then thole multitudes of others 
who have the lame deftires.: And the more 
impatieut my longings are, the lels um 
reaſon lhould be my hopes ; for mutiny 


1510 ſuch endearing quality as to render 


any mana deatling to God. But itall men 
ſhould have cqual fatisfaCtions, we lhou} 4 
puzic even Omnipotcnce it ſelt. Every 
man would bc above and ſuperior: yer 
thoſe are comparative terms; and it 10 
man Were below, uo man could be above. 
Soin wealth, molt men dehire more, bit 
every man (0s at lealt Johire to keep wha® 
he has; how then thall ove part of the 
world be ſupplied without the dininy- 
tion of the other, unlets there lhonlkd be 
as miraculous a multiplication of freature 
for mens avarice, as there was of Louaves 
for their hunger. Alat.16.y. It was a good 
anſwer which the Ambaſſadors of an op- 
preſt Province made to Antony, If, O F'm- 
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eror, thou wilt have double taxes trom 
us, thou muſt help us to double Springs 
and Harveſts. And ſure God mult be at 
the expence of a new Creation, make us 
a double world, if he ſhould oblige him- 
ſelf to ſatisfy all the unreaſonable appe- 
rites of men ; and it he ſatisfy not all, why 
ſhould any particular perſon look that his 
alone ſhould be indulged to ? 

6. YET as unreaſonable as it is, the 
moſt of us do betray ſuch a perſwaſion, 
No man is diſcontented that there are 
lower, as well as higher degrees in the 
world ; that there are poor as well as rich, 
but all ſenſible men aflent to the fitneſs 
of it : yet if themſelves happen to be ſet 
in the lower form, they exclame as if the 
whole order of the world were ſubverted; 
which is a palpable indication that they 
think that Providence which governs 0- 
thers, ſhould ſerve them, and diſtribute 
co them not what it, but themſelves think 
good. This immoderate felt-love is the 
ſpring aud root of molt of our complaints, 
makes us ſuch unequal judgds in our own 
concerns, and promts us to put in Ca- 
veats and exceptions 11 our own behalf, as 
Dauid did on his fons, Sze that thou hurt 


not the young man Abſolam; 2 SAm.18.1y. 
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as if God were to manage the govern- 
ment of the World with a per re- 
oard to our liKing, and were like the An- 
ge! 'sat Sodom, Gen. 19. 22. to do noth? ng 
till we had got into Zoar, had all our de- 
mands ſecared to us. 

. IT would indeed a{tonilh a confi- 
hae man to ſee, that altho the con- 
cerns of men are all diſpoled by an uner- 
ring Wildom, and acknowle deed by 
themſelves to be ſo, yet that ſcarce any 
man 1s pleaſed. The truth is, we have 
gencrally in us the worſer part of the i 0+ 
velers principle, and tho we can very Con- 
tentedly behold multitudes below vs, ver 
arc impatient to ſee any above us; net 
only the foot ( to uſe the Apoſtles fimile) 
complains that it is not the hand, but the ear 
becauſe tt 15 not the eye, 1 Cor. 12.15, 16. 
Not only the lowermoſt, but the higher 
ranks of men are —_—_— it there be any 
one ſtep above them. Nay !o umportit- 
nate is this aſpiring Wong that we 4 
men are forced to feed it, tho but wit 
air and ſhadows. He that Cannet = 
any real advance in hi3 quality, will yet 
do it 1n Ethgies, in all little vaicties and 
pageautries of it. Fvery degree '!l Lvte 
reſpeas uot only emulates, but imeaces 
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its ſuperior, till at laſt by that impatience 
of their proper diſtance they make it grea- 
ter, and fink even below their tirſt ttate 
by their ridiculous protuſtion. Indeed the 
World ſeems to be ſo over-run with this 
vanity,that there is little viſible diſtinction 
oft the degrees, and one hal nieed go to 
the Hera'd othce ro know mens qualities, 
tor neither their habit nor equipage do 
now adaies inform us with any certainty. 
$8. Bur by all this it appears that 
men look on themſelves only as fingle 
perſons, without reterence to the com- 
muznicy whereof they are members. For 
did they confider that, they would endea- 
Vur ratiier to become tic places wherein 
they were {et, by doing the duties belong- 
ing T0 them, then be perpetually project- 
11g ior a Change. Atrec that 15 every yeaTr 
tranſplanted will ncver bear fruit, aud a 
mind that is alwaics hurried from 1ts pro- 
per ſtation, will ſcarce ever do goo! in 
any. Thus is excellently exprelt to us by 
Solomon, As a bird that ward:reth from 
hs neſi, ſo is @ man that tiantereth from 
Se peace, Prov.27.8. Tis caly ro clivine 
the fate ol thole young ones trom whom 
the dam wanders, and tis asealy to guels 
how the dutics ot that place will be per- 
tormed, 
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formed, whoſe owner is alwaies upon the 
wing, and makins towards another. I wiſh 
we had not roo coltly experiments both 
in Church and State of the truth of this 
obſervation. Alas, we forget that we are 
all ſervants to the fame Maſter, and that 
he is to appoint in what office we ſhail 
lerve him. How ſhould we like it in any 
of our own Families, to have an inferior 
ofhcer l-ave his work nndon, becauſe he 
has more mind to be Aſajor-aomo2 Yer 
this infolc *1ce we every day repete to- 
wards God, ſullenly diſpute his orders, 
and unleſs we may chuſe our own implot- 
ments, will do nothing. 

9. T 1s evident, this perverſe temper 
of mankind breeds a great deal of mil- 
chief and diſturbance in the World, but 
would breed arrant confuſion and ſubver- 
fon, if it were ſuffered to have its tull 
range. It God permit but one ambitious 
fpirit to break looſe in an Age, as the i1- 
itrument of his wrath, whar deftrnction 
docs it often times make? Flow does it 
cauſe the whole earth to tremble, and ſhaks 
Aingdoms, as is ſaid of Nebuc! badneggor, 
Ifa.14.16, and may be ſaid of ma: other 
of thole whole-{ale Robbers who "RAM 


diguited the trade > Bur if every afpire- 
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ing humor {ould be as proſperous, where 
wed] ic find tucl to maintain the flame 2 
No doubt every Age produces men of as 
ti nDounded deſires as Alexander or Ceſar, 
but Gotl gives the *j11 410 Re {211C OPPOTItu- 
RiTI'StTO 2 *FOUD, e the wor! And accord- 

KY tl the more ik LY ann; :bitions of pri- 
Vace mon he often oider> it lo, that thoſe 


100127 minds can find no benign gale to 
help tho 16 MOWNLEINg, Hothat fets bounds 


Io tlic S. alas ng, icherto jalt thou come 
end no jurtver, and the the waves thereof 
to/s  HAEOY 1et can they not prevatl,tho 
they roar, yel 1 they not þajs over, Cr. FS. 
22. does a;to depreis the twellin;z pride of 
men, hangs clogs and weights up on them 
that thoy cannot riſe to their ailtected 
height, For tho we are all willi:v to for- 
get it, » t God remembers that hv 1s the 
Re or of the Univerſe, and will atlert hys 
Dominion. The fuvtileſt contwivance 
caunoe ciroumvert him, the oft caring 
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his, and not by eff. Rive ſtrug 11 10S Pro- 
voke, whom we arc {urc neve r £0 bc , 
We may, like unima:agd Horſes, fome 
and fret, but Riil God has the bridle In 
our jaws, and we cannot advance a ftep 
farther then he rerimits us. Why ould 
we thea create torment to our {elves by 
our repinings, which only fers us farther 
iroMmM Our aims. I's Gods declared me- 
taod to cxalt the lowly, and tis obſerva- 
b.e in the firit two Kings of {racl, who 
were of t;od 's immediate cleEon, that he 
lurprip.cd them with that Pignity, when 
they wore about mean and humble em- 
plotments, the one ſearching his Father's 
Alles, the « her keeping his Father's INCeP 3 
and word men honeltly aud diligently 
exerciſe themſelves in the butineſs of 
their proper calling, they might perhaps 
hnd ica more direct road to advancement, 
then ail the ſiniſter Artz by which ambi- 
tious men endeavor toclmb. ySo/omon ſets 
'c cCown asan Aphoritin, yeeſt thou a man 
atligent in his buſineſs, he ſhall land before 
Kin's, he Jjhall nut ffand before mean men, 
Prov.22.29.But whether 1t happen to have 
that effect cr no, 1t will have a better, 
for it will fweeten his preſent condition, 
divert his m ind trom D1UNLOUS reflections 
O! 
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on other mens ; height, and his own low- 
neſs; for tis commonly men who mind 
not their work that are at ſo much leiſure 
to g47e. He that caretully plies his own 
bulineſs, will have his thoughts more con- 
centred : and doubtleſs tis no ſma'l hap- 
pineſs ro have them ſo; for tis their gad- 
ding too much abroad, looking on other 
mens conditious, that ſends rhem back 
(like Dinah deflowred) to put all in up- 
roarat home. The fon of Syrach ſpeaks 
with tranſportation of the ſtate even of 
him that labors and is content, and calls 
it a /weet life, Feclhuil.gqo.18. And certain- 
ly tiz infinitly more fo then that of the 
greateſt Prince whoſe mind ſwells be- 
youd his territories. 

10. Urormn all theſe confiderations it 
cannot but appear very reaſonable that 
we fhould leave God to govern the world, 
not be pucting mn like the fons of Zebedee, 
for the highs it feats, but continually refit 
mr ſelves where he has placed us, till his 
Providence (not our own deſigns) ad- 
vance ui. We can no where be fo oblicure 
as to be Id from his cyes, who as he va- 
lued the Widow's mite above the great 
ovlations of the rich; to he wall no lefs 
graciouily accept the humble endevors 
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of the mean, then the morc eminent fer- 
vices of thc Mighty ; Himſelf having de- 
clared, That he Sccepts, according to what 
a man hath, «nd not according to hes he 
hath nyt, 2 Cor. 18.12. So that in what 
rank foever a man 1s f{et, he has {till the 
opportunity or approving himſeltto God; 
aud tho 1 Wn the eicet the World he be 2 
veliel ot dithonor, yer in the day when 
God comes to make up his Fewels, Mal.s. 
17. there will be another efttimate made 
of him wio regularly moves in his own 
ſphere. And fire he that fics down 1n this 
acquieſcence 15 a2 happier man, then he 
that enjoics the greatelt wordly ſplendor : 
but 1nfinitly more fo then he who impatt- 
ently covets but cannot attain then ; for 
ſuch a mai puts hinſelt upon a perpe 2tual 
rack, keeps ls appetit:s up at the utmolt 
iretch, Fg yet has nothing wherewich 
to fſatiſty them. Let therefore our cale, it 
not our duty promt us ro acqpriofiie 
and a rcady fubmilſion to God s diſpolals, 
to which we have yet a farther induce- 
ment from that «i{tinct care he hath over 
every Man 5 peculiar, by which he propor- 
tions to him, what is really butt tor him; 
of which we arc tarther to couſider in the 
next Section, 
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r. FT is the imperfection of our finite 
nature that we cannot at once at- 

tend to divers things, but the more ve- 
hement our intention 1s upon one, the 
oreater 15 our neglect of the reſt. But 
Gods Infinity cannot be fo buunded ; his 
Eyes at once fce, and his Providence at 
once orders all the moſt diftanr and dif 
parate things in the World, He 1s not 
{ſuch an Epicurcan Deity, as to ſequeſter 
himſelf wholly to the enjoiment of his 
own felicity, and to deſpiſe the concerns 
of poor mortals; but tho he have his 
dwelling ſo high, yet he humbleth himſelf to 
behold the thinss in heaven and earth, Plal, 
112.5. Nor docs his Providence confine 
it ſelf to the more ſplendid and greater 
parts of managery, the conduct of Em- 
pire; an:! Statvs, but it deſcends to the 
loweſt parts of his Creation, to the Fowls 
of the air, to the Lz7/es of tne held, and 
Lien 


mmm re nee er  OOOOIOo_ 


Sect. VII. God's par ticular Providence. 121 


— — ——— 


CCC en R—Een_—_—y oo e—_— 


then ſure our Saviors inference as to man- 
kind is irrefragable, Are ye not much better 
then they? Mat. 6. 26. It a Sparrow (as 
he elſewhere tells his Diſciples) cannot 
tall ro the ground without Gods parti- 
cular notice; ſurely no human creature 
is leſs conhiderable to him; nay 1t our ve- 
ry haires are numbred, ve cannot think 
the excreſcence 1s of more value th2n the 
ftock, but mult conclude that Go. with 2 
particular advertence watches over the 
concerns of every man. 

2. Now God being infimitly goolt , 
cannot thus attend us upon any infidious 
deſign of doing us miſchie! - he watches 
OVCr Us as A guardian, not as a ſpy; and 
dire&s his obſervation to the more ſca- 
ſonable adapting his benefits. And as he 
1s thus gracious 1n delign'ing our advan- 
tage; ſohe is no leſs wile 11 contriving 1t. 
All things faies the w = man are nut pro- 
ftable for all men, ÞE.cclul. 37.29%. Indeed 
nothing is abſolutely good but God : all 
created things arc good or ill 16 reference 
to that to which they arc applied, NMuat 
is good, but to a ſurfeited ftomach tis o'r 
only nauſeous but dangerous. Fire 15 
good, but it put in our boſon wt only 
burns our cloaths but ticih. And as hu- 
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man wiſdom directs the right application 
of theſe and the like, ſo the ſupreme and 
divine orders events according to the dif- 
poſition of the perſon concern'd ; he knows 
our frame, Pal. 103. 14. and diſcerns 
what operation ſuch or ſuch things will 
have upon us, while we who know neither 
our ſelves nor them,can make but random 
gueſſes, and worſe choices. And ſure he 
that do's but thus in the general acknow- 
ledge God's providence, goodneſs and wil- 
dom (which he is no Chriſtian who do's 
not) has a ſufticient amulet againſt all his 
follicitudes, much more his repinings. He 
cannot think he ſuffers unawares to him 
who ſces all things. He cannot think his 
ſufferings are detign'd for ill to him, be- 
cauſe they are diſpos'd by him who intends 
and projects his good. Nor can he fear 
thoſe intentions can miſcarry, which are 
guided by an infinit aud unerring wiſdom, 
and backt by an uncontrolable power, 
And lure this is as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 
6.18. ſtrong conſolation, it we would but 
duely apply it. 

3. YET becauſe general notions do ot: 
ten make but lighr imprefltions on us, 
it may not be amiſs to make a litth 
more inſpection, and to oblerve how ap- 

plicable 
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n | plicable they are to the ſeveral Kinds of 
d | our diſcontents. Now thoſe may be re- 
- | duced to two: for cither we are troubled 
s | atthe wantof ſomthing we defire, or at 
$ | the ſuffering of ſomthing we would a- 
1 | vert; ſo that the two notions or priva- 
r | tive and poſitive, divide between them 
1 | all our affliction. 

C 4. Tre firſt of theſe is uſually the molt 
- | comprehenſive,tor there are few who have 
- | not more torment from the apprehenſion 
s. | of ſomwhat rhey want, thcn from the 
s | ſmart of any thing they feel. And in- 
e | deed whilſt our defires are fo vagrant and 
n | exorbitant, they will be ſurc to furniſh 
5 | matter enough for our diſcontents. But 
- | certainly there is not in the world ſuch 
s | acharm for them, as the conſideration 
r | that God 15 more wiſe to diſcern, and 
e | more carcful to provide what is really 
, | good for us then we our ſelves. We poor 
. | purblind creatures look only on the ſur- 
| face of things, and if we ſee a beautitul 
t.| appearance, ſomwhat that invites our len- 
ſes, we court it with the utmoſt carnelt- 
{- | neſs; but God p2netrates deeper,he fees to 
, | the bottom both of us and thoſe things we 
o | defire, and finds often that tho they may 
- | pleaſe our appetite, they will hurt out 
C Q 2 health : 
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health : and will no more give them to 
us, then a carctul father will to his child 
thoſe Cuilded poiſons he cries for. Per- 
haps ©:15 man 15 taken with the enchanting 
muliic of fame, hkes not his own obſcure 
{tation, but would fain preſent himſelt 
upon a more public Theater, come 1nto 
the oye aid croud of the world ; but how 
little do's he know how he ſhall act his 
part there: whether he ſhall come off with 
a plaudite or a luts> He may render him- 
ſ{elt but the more public ſpectacle of corn; 
or it he do not that, he may by a better 
ſucceſs fee ap his vain glory to ſuch a 
bulk,as mav render him too great a weight 
tor that tottering pinnacle whereon he 
itands: and ſo atter he has made a tow- 
ring circle, he may tall back with more 
1gn0miny to his firlt point. Another 1t 
may be no lels eagerly defires wealth, 
Tims (as once Cro/2s di ) that he that 
abounds in treaſure canot be emty of te- 
licity ; but alas how Knows he how he lhall 
employ it? Jhere are two contrary temta- 
tons that attend riches; riots, and Cco- 
vetouſneſs: and he 1s ſure a little too cons 
ndent, that dares promiſe himſclt that 
when there is ſuch odds againit him, he 
ſhail cercaraly chuſe the one juit mean: 
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and it he do not, he dos only inflame his 
account at the great Audit. Beſide, the 
more wealth he has, the fairer booty he 
is to the avarice of others; and it has bin 
ofron ſeen, that many a man had not di- 
el fo poor, it he had lived lefs rich. Ano- 
ther perhaps thinks not himſelf ſo much 
to want wealth as children to heir it, 
and complains wth Abraham, Lord, what 
wilt thou give me,ſeeing I go childleſs> Gen. 
I5.2. vet how knows he whether that 
child he to much defires jhall be a wiſe man 
or @ fool, .ccle.2.19. a Comfort or a vexa- 
tion to himſelf if he live to fee his proot ? 
and it he do not, he do's but project for 
anaccels to his dying carcs in what hands 
toleave him. Rachel (ollicited this fatif- 
taction with the greateſt impatience, Gzve 
me childrin or 1 ate, Gen.z0.1. and tis ob- 
lervable that the grant of her wilh proved 
the loſs of her lite. 

5. Thus in theſe and innumerable o- 
ther inſtances we drive on blindtold, and 
very often impetuoutly purſue that which 
would ruin us: and were God as ſhort- 
lighted as we, into what precipices ſhould 
we minutely hurry our telves? or were 
he ſo unkind as to conſider our impor- 
tunity more thea our intereft, we ſhould 

quickly 
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quickly fink under the weight of our own 
wiſhes, and as Fuvenal in his tenrh Satyr 
excellently obſerves; periſh by tie ſucceſs 
and grant of our Praiers. 1 ſuppoſe there 
i5 no man' that ſoberly recollects the e- 
vents of his lite, but can experimentally 
lay, he has ſomrimes defired things which 
wou'd have bin to his miſchict it he had 
had them,and that himfelt has atter lookt 
on the denial as a mercy : as on the 0- 
ther ſide when he has proſper d in his aims, 
and had what his ſoul luſted after, it has 
bin but like the quailes to the 1/raelrter, 
a convidtion and puniſhment, rather then 
a ſatisfaction. And now ſurely God may 
complain of us as he did of {/rael, How 
long will it be ere you believe me? Num. 
14.11, Atter all the atteſtations he has 
viven of his care and Providence over us, 
after all the experiments we have had of 
the folly of our own elections, we can- 
not yet be brought either to diſtruſt our 
ſelves, or rely upon him. We will till 
be chuſing, and look on him as no farther 
concernd, then as the executioner of our 
dehgns. 

6. Fn1s 18 certainly a ſtrange perverlſe- 
neſs, and ſuch as no fenfible man would 
be guilty of in any other inſtance. In all 

Our 
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our ſecular affaires we truſt thoſe whom 
we have cauſe to think underſtand them 
better then our ſelves, and rely upon men 
in their own faculty. We put our eftates 
in the Lawyer's hand, our bodies into the 
Phyſicians, and ſubmit to their advice tho 
it be againſt our humor, merely becauſe 
we account them more competent judges, 
Yet this deftcrence we cannot be perſwad- 
cd to pay to God, bur will ftill be pre- 
{cribing to him, and are very angry if 
his diſpenſations do not exactly antwer our 
fancies. And can we offer him a greater 
attront then thus to diſtruſt him? Whas 
is it but interpretatively to deny either 
his wifdom, or his goodreſs, or both Yr 
and ſo derogate trom him in two of his 
efſential attributes, For there can be no 
rational account given by any who be- 
lieve thoſe, why they ſhould nor remit 
their whole concerns to him. So that 
the ſhort account is, that in our diſftruſts 
we either deny him to be God, or our 
elves to be men, by reſiſting the molt 
evident dictates of that reaſon which di- 
ſtinguithes-us from brutes. For certainly 
therc is not in human diſcourſe a more 
irrefragable Maxim, then that we ought 
for our own ſakes to refhgn our ſelves 
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to him, who we are intallibly ſurc, can, 
and will chuſe better for us then we for 
our ſelives. 

7. TH1s was ſo apparent by mere na- 
tural light, that Yocrates advited men to 
pray only for bleflings in general, and 
leave the particular kind of them to Goll's 
election, who beſt knows what is good 


for us. And ſure this is ſuch a picce of 


divinity, as extremely reproches us Chri- 
ſtians, who cannot match a Heathen in 
his implicit faith to God. Nay indecd 
tis the vileſt defamation upon God him- 
ſelt, that we who pretend to know him 
more, ſhould truſt him leſs. So that we 
{ee our repinings do not terminate in their 
own proper gult, bur do in their conſle- 
quences ſwell higher, and our diſcontents 
propagate themſelves into Blaſphemy.For 
while we impatiently complain oft our 
wants, we do tacitly tax God to want el- 
ther that witdom, power, or love, where- 
by he ſhould ſupply us. And ſure he muſt 
be very Athciltical to whom this will not 
give a Competent prejudice againtt this 
fin. 

8. Axnp this very confideration will 
equally prejudge the other branch of our 
diſcontents, I mean thoſe which repine 
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at the ills we ſuffer. And not only our 
privative, but our poſitive affictions may 
by it have their bitterneſs taken oft: tor 
the ſame goodneſs and wildoin which de- 
nies thoſe things we like, becauie they 
are hurtful tor us, do's upon the very lame 
reaſon give us thoſe diſtaſtful t! ings which 
he ſees profitable. A wile Phy fician dos 
not only diet, but if occalion be purge 
his patient alſo, And ſurely there is not 
luch a purifier, ſuch a c leanfer of the foul 
45 arc atfictions, it we do not {like difor- 
derly patients) truſtrate their efficacy by 
the irregular managery of our felves un- 
der them. 
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SECT VIIL 


Of the Advantage of Afiidtions, 


1. | T were the work of a Volume to give 
an exact and minute account of the 
benefit of Aﬀiictions. I ſhall only point 
at ſome of the more general aud obvious, 
And firlt it 15one of the moſt awakening 
calls to repentance ; and to this end it 15 
that God moſt uſually deſigns it. Wee ſee 
the whole ſcene of it, Hoſ.5.15. 1 will go and 
return to my place, tall they acknowleds ther 
offence, and ſceh my face: in ther affliction 
they mill ſeek me early: and in the very 
next verſe we flad this voice of God e- 
choed forth by a penitential note, Come 
and let us return wnto the Lord: for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath {mitten 
and he will bind ns up. Thus we find the 
Brethren of 7o/e/h, tho there had a long 
interval paſſed berwr:t their barbarous us 
ſage of 11m,2n0d his fejonod rior ro them, 
yet when they ſaw themſelves diitreſs d by 
the ouc, then they began to recollect the 
other, 


_ -—— 


ing our brother, Gen. 42.21. Proſperity 
is an intoxicating thing, and there are 
tew brains ſtrong cnough to bear it; it 
laies usa fleep, and amuſes us with plea- 
ſant dreams, whilſt in the mean time Sa- 
tan rifles our treaſures, and ſpoils ns by 
the deceitful charmes of fin of our inno- 
cency and real happineſs. And can there 
be a more friendly office don for a man 
in this condition, then to rouze him, and 
bring him to apprehend the deſigns that 
are laid acainſt him > And this is the er- 
rand on which aMictions are ſent : ſo that 
we have reaſon to look on them as our 
friends and” contederates that intend our 
reſcue, and to take the alarm they give 
us, and diligently ſeck out thoſe inteſtine 
enemies of which they warn us. And he 
that inſtead of this quarrels at their in- 
terpoſing, thinks them his enemzes becauſe 
they tell him the truth, Gal. 4. 16. dos mi- 
lerably pervert the councel of God againſe 
himſelf, Luk. 7. 30. and may at laſt ve- 
rify his own jealouſies; and by fo provok- 
ing an ingratitude, convert thoſe into 
the wounds of an enemy, which were 
originally meant as the corre&ions of 2 
Father. 

R 2 2. AND 


132 The Art of Contentment. 


—— p_ > I — 


2. AND as aflictions do thus in gene- 
ral admonith us of ftus, fo 1t pleales God 
moſt trequently fo to model and frame 
them that they bear the very 1mage and 
impreſs of thoſe particular guilts they are 
to chalt fe, and are the dark ſhadowes that 
attend our gay delights, or flagraut in- 
folencics. ihe wife man obſerves, that 
the turning the Egyptian waters mmto 
Viood was 1 Ma ifot [ AY proot of that Crus 
el cc mail ment for the nuirdering of 
tie Hobrew mntfauts, H:{d. 12.5. And 
{urely we might 1n mott, 1f not all our fut- 
ferings, fco lome tuch correſponding C1F- 


is 


Cumfſtances, as may lead us to the. unmes 
diate provoking; Cauſe or it. God who 


dos all tings 111 number, weight, ang : 


meaſure, do'> in puntlinents allo obſerve 
a ſymmetry anc Proportion, and adapts 
them not only to the heinoutneſs, but 
even the very ſpecific xind of our Crimes. 
The onl fixt immutable rule he has g1VEN 
for [11s Vice-ger Ents ON C -arth to 1 uiilh by, 
1s that in the caſc of murder, which 1s 
we tee grounded on this rule of propor: 
tion. 7 FI that ſheateth man's bloc, by Man 
ſhall his blood be fred, Gen.y.s. And 
tho hc have now retcinded the interior re- 
Farions of the eve jor the cye, the tooth 

{or 
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for the res; Exod.2t .24. ( probably tor 
the harcdne ſx of our han becauilc hc 
ſaw our revengetul —_ wou!td be 100 
much pleaied with 1t ) yet he has nor pre- 
cluded himfelt trom acting by thole mea- 
fures, but we {ce he dos vers often fignatly 
make men feel the {mar of thoſe vioten- 
cies Or 11juftices they i uſed to oihers, 
Ot th 15 the lacred {tory atlords feve val CX-- 
amples (as Aiontbereh, ſudg.1.6. aid f- 
hab, 1 Kings 21. I9. af and Profanc many 
MOTF?, an d d |aly CXPCriCnce and obſerva- 
tion molt of all. And tho this method 
of retaliation is not alwaies ſo evident and 
apparent to the world, becauſe mens 115 
are not alwaies fo; yet I bekeve if men 
would duly recollect, it wenid be for the 
moſt part diſcernable to their own con- 
Iciences, and they would apparently lee, 
that their calamities did but trace the 
footiteps of their fins, 

3- Now it we rightly weigh this, we 
Cannor but think it a very 1dy aitagcous 
circumſtance. We are naturally blind 
when we look inward, an it we have not 
ſome adventitious l1v)it to clear the object, 
will be very apt to overlook it. itheretore 
fince the end of all our atHictions 1s our 


repentance, itis a wile and gracious dil- 
polal, 
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poſal, that they do thus point to us thoſe 
particular ſins of which we are to repent. 
1The body of fin will not be deſtroied in 
the whole catire bulk, but muſt be dif- 
membred, pull'd in peices limb by limb. 
He that attaques it otherwiſe, will be like 
Sertorius's lolilicr, who inctteCtively tugg d 
at the Horſe's tail to get it off at once, 
when he that pull'd it hair by hair, quick- 
ly did it. Therefore as it js a great part of 
our ſpiritual Wiſdom to kaow in what C- 
ſpecial parts the ySampſon-hke ſtrength of 
our corruptions lie,fo it is a great inſtance 
ot God's care of us, thus by his corrections 
to diſcipline and inſtruct ns in it, | 
4. IN all our aftictions therefore 1t 1s 
our concern, nicely and critically to ob- 
ſerve them. 1 mean not to enhance our 
murmurs and complaints, but to learn by 
them what is God's peculiar controverſy 
avainſt us. This 18 11deed to hear the rod, 
and who hath appointed it, Nich.6.9. Let 
him therefore that ſuffers in any of his 
COncerns, cxamine whether he have not 
ſome correſponding guilt which anſwers 
to 1t, as face anſwers face, Prov. 27. 19. 
He that is impoverithed in his eſtate, let 
him confider firit how he acquired it, 
whether there were not ſorathing of fraud 
, OL 
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or injuſtice, which like a cancrous hu- 
mor, mixt 1n his very elements and con- 
ſtitution, and ate out its bowels : or whe- 
ther ſome ſacrilegions prize, ſome coal 
from the altar have not fired his neſt. Or 
it nothing can be charged upon the ac- 
queſt, let him conſider how he has uſed 
it; whether he have not made it the fu- 
cl of his lufts, in riot and exceſfles, or the 
object of his adoration in an inordinate 
value of it. In like manner he who 1s 
afflicted in his body, groans under the 
torment of ſome grievous diſeaſe,may ve- 
ry ſcalonably interrogate himſelt, whether 
it have not bin contracted by his vice, 
whether hs bones be not (ina more literal 
ſenſe then Job meant it) full of the frr1s of his 
youth, Job 29, 11. and his ſurteiting and 
drunkennefs be not the cauſe, that his 
ſoul, as the Plaliniſt ſpeaks, abhors all man» 
ner of meat, and is even hard at death's door, 
Pſal.107.18. or at leaft whether the not 
employing his health and ſtrength to thoſe 
purpoles tor which 'twas given, 15 not the 
reaſon of its being withdrawn. He alſo 
that is invaded in his reputation, that lies 
under ſome great intamy, is to conſider 
whether it be not deſerved ; whether ſome 


part it not the whole guilt of which he 
is 
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15 acculed, bick nor to "My = *, | rith 1C be 
cicar in that particular inſtauce, whether 
ſome anno? er fin oft his would not if it 
were known, Cur as great ſcandal: for 
11 that caſe lie has 1m right torteited 
hi reputation, and God may make the 
{cizure a3 well by an unjuit, as a juſt ac- 
Cuiation. Or it his heart accuſe him not 
here, yet let hum tarther retie&t, whether 
his vain-ciorious purſuits of praiſe and 
h:olscoiiccits of himſelt, have not made 
tis an ap; and neceflary humiliation for 
mim. Cr iaftly let him recolle& how he 
has behaved nimfelf towards Others in 
this Kiad : whether he have had a juſt ten- 
derneis of Its neighbors fame, or hare 
not rather expoſed and proftituted it. In 
theſe and many other 1nſtances ſuch a 
particular ſcrutiny would ( in all proba- 
bility | diſcover the athnity and COgNa- 
tion betwixt our guilts and our punyhe 
ments, and by marking out the ſpring 
and tountain hcoad, direct us how to ſtop 
or divert the CUTrenrt. And he that 
would aihgently employ himiclt in this 
Inquiſition, would fd little leafure and 
Its p64 to cCondole his atiictons, but 
wou!.! divert all his complaints upon him- 
lobe” + accept of the puniſhment of hy Mn1qutr- 
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ty, and thank, the Lord for thus giving him 
warning, Plal. 16.18, 

5. A ſecond benefit which God de- 
figns us 1n our afflictions 1s the weaning 
us trom the world, to diſentangle us trom 
its fetters and charms, and draw us to l1ym- 
felt. We read in the ſtory of the Delvge, 
that ſo long as the earth was covered 
with waters, the very Raven was COn- 
tenred to take jhelter in the Ark, bur 
when all was fair and drv, even the Dye 
hnaliy forſook it, Gen. $.12. And Os 
much ſo with us: the wortt of men will 
commonly in diſtrefſes have recourte to 
God {( the very heathen mariners in a 
{torm couid rebuke Fonah tor not cailing 
upon his God, For. 1.6.) when yet the 
very beſt of us are apt to forget him a- 
midft the blandiſhments and infhinuations 
of proſperity. The kind aſpects of the 
world are very enchanting, apt to in- 
veigle and befot us, and rheretore it 1s 
God's care over us, to let us fomtimes {ce 
her more averting countenance in her 
frowns and ftorms ; that, as children 
frighted by ſome ugly appearance, we 
may run into the arms of our father. A- 
las were all things cxactly fitted ro cur 
humors here, when {hould we thin! or © 
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remove 2. and had not death ſome har- 
bingers to prepare us for him, what a ſur- 
prifing gueſt would he be to us? Tis ſto- 
ricd of Antizonus, that ſeeing a ſoldier in 
his camp of ſo daring a courage, that he al- 
waies courted the molt hazardous attemts, 
and obſerving him alſo of a very infirm 
ſickly habit, he took a particular care of 
him, and by medicines and good atten- 
dance recovercd him ; which no ſooner he 
had don,but tke man grew more cautious, 
and would no longer expole himſelt as for- 
merly ; and gave this reaſon tor it, that 
now he was healthy his lite was of ſome 
value to him, and not to be hazarded at 
the ſame rate, as when it was only a bur- 
den. And ſhould God cure all our com- 
plaints, render us perfectly at eaſe, I fear 
too many of us would be of the ſoldiers 
mind, think our lives too good to reſign 
to him, much more to hazard for him, 
as our Chriſtianity in many caſes obliges 
us. The ſon of Syrach obſerves how dread- 
ful death is to a man that ts at reſt in his 
poſſefſrons, that hath abundance of all things, 
and hath nothing to vex him: nay he de- 
ſcends much lower; and puts in him who 
7s yet able to recerve meat, Ecclus. 41. 1. 
The truth is we do ſo paſhonately dote 
upon 
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trot C—— ets 


| upon the world, that like beſotted lovers, 


wecan bear a great deal of ill ulage,before 
we quit our purſuit. Any little ſlight fa- 
voratones us after multiplied attronts, and 
we muſt be diſciplined by repeted diſap- 
pointments, ere we Can withdraw our con- 
ftidence. But how fatally ſecure ſhould 
we be, it God ſhould permit this Syrez al- 
wales to entertain us with her mulic, and 
ſhould not by ſome diſcordant grating 
notes interrupt our raptures, and recall us 
to ſober thoughts. 

6. INDEED tis one of the higheſt 1n- 
ſtances of God's love, and of his clemen- 
cy alſo, thus to project our reducement. 
We were all in our Baptiſm afthancd to 
him, with a particular abrenunciation of 
the world, ſo that we cannot without the 
greateſt difloialty caſt our ſelves into 1ts 
embraces; and yet when we have thus 
broken the covenant of God, Prov. 2. 17. 
he do's not purſue us with a jealous rage, 
with the ſeverity which an abus'd rival'd 
kindneſs would ſuggeſt; doth not give us 
a bill of divorce and diſclame his relation; 
but contrives how he may reclame and 
bring us back to himſelf, The tranſcen- 
dency of this lenity God excellently de- 
ſcribes by the Prophet in the caſe of //raet, 

Sg 2 They 
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They [ay if a man put away his 7 wife, and 
ſhe becomes another man s, ſhall he return 
unto her again? but thou haſt plaied the 
harlet nith many lovers, yet return unto me, 
faith the Tora, Jer. 3.1. And this tho 
a great height of indulgence, 1s no more 
then he daily i anna to us. Afﬀter we 
have baivly adulterated with rhe world, 
Converted our aticctions from God to it, 
he do's avi LIVE Us over, abandon us to 
our lend courte, and confoquent ruin, but 
{t1h} invites curreturi; and lelt that may 
not ferve, he do's with a great deal of 
holy artilice eflay to break that accurſed 
League iuto which we are enter d, pulls 
oft the di guiſe in which the world court- 
ed us, and makes us fee itas it is 1n Its ſeit, 
a icene of vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 
Eccles. 1. 14. 

6. Anvp as he do's this in general, fo 
alſo with a particular application to thoſe 
temporal fatis.actions wherewith we were 
molt tranſport: d. The things to which we 
arc more inditterent do not ſo much en- 
danger us: tis thole upon which we have 
more vehemgantly ſet our hearts which be- 
come our ſaares, and awake our jealouſy; 
and acco: dingly we treque:itly ſee that 
ts 12 fhule he Cituſes to croſs us. How 

often 
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often dos it happen thar thoſe which arc 
enamoured of themſelves, dote upon their 
own features,do meet with ſome diſeale or 
accident which blaſts their beauty,withers 
that fair fiower, and makes their winter 0- 
vertake their ſpring? Soin our friends and. 
relations tis uſually ſeen, we ſooneſt loſe 
thoſe tor whom we have the greateſt, the 
molt immoderate paſſion. If there be one 
fondling among our children,tis odds but 
that is taken away, or made as much the 
object of our griet and ſorrow, as ever it 
was of our joy and love. When God ſees 
our hearts fo exceſlively cleave to any 
tranſitory thing, he knows tis neceflary to 
ſever them : for whilſt we have ſuch clogs 
upon us, ovr ſouls will cleave to the duſt, 
Pſal. 119. 25. will not be able to ſoar up 
to the higher region tor which they arc 
defign'd. 

2. IN a word, God fo loves us, that 
he removes what ever he ſees will obſtruct 
that intimate union which he deſires with 
us: and ſure this is ſo obliging, that tho 
he ſhould bid us to our loſs, tho he could 
not recompence us for what he takes from 
us, yet we mult be very ill naturd it we 
can be angryat ſo much kindneſs. But 
when to this is added that all this is priu- 

cipally, 
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cipally, nay ſolely detignd for our ad- 
vantage, that God takes from us all theſe 
emty deluſfory contentments merely that 
he may inſtate us in ſolid and durable 
joies; we betray as much ignorance of 
our intereſt, as inſenfibleneſs of our ob- 
ligation,if we repine that God makes us ſv 
much his care. 'Fis true ind-c:] the things 
to which we have ſo inordinatly adhered, 
do ſtick fo clole that they cannot be pulld 
away without ſome pain: yet for our cor- 
poral ſecurity we can endure the ſundring 
of parts that do not only cleave, but grow 
to us, He that has a gangren'd member 
ſuffers it to be cut off to ſave his whole 
body ; and do's not revile, but thank and 
reward the Chirurgion. Yet where our 
fouls are concern'd and where the things 
have no native union with us, but are only 
cemented by our paſſions, we are 1mpa- 
tient of the method, and think God deals 
very hardly with us, not to let us periſh 
with what we love. The ſum of all is 
this: God tho he be abundantly conde- 
{cending, yet he will never ſtoop ſo low as 
co ſhare his intereſt with us in the world: 
it we will devote our ſelves to it, tis not 
all our emty forms of ſervice will ſatisfy 


him: it he cannot divorce our hearts from 
it, 
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it, he will divorce himſelt eternally from 
us. And the caſe being thus, we are ſure 
very ill adviſed if we do not contentedly 
reſign our ſelves to his methods,and cheer- 
fully endure them how ſharp ſoever. The 
only expedient we have tor our own eaſe, 
is to ſhorten the cure by giving oar aſhi- 
ſtance, and not by ſtruglings to render 
it more difficult and paintul. Let us en- 
tirely ſurrender our wills to him, and when 
we have don that, we may without much 
pain let him take any thing elſe. Bu: 
the more dithcult we find ir to be dilen- 
tangled trom the world,the greater lnould 
our caution be againſt all tuture engage- 
ments to it. It our eſcape hath bin, as 
the Apoſtle ſaies, /o as by fire, Jude 23. 
with much ſmartand hazard, let us at leaſt 
have ſo much wit, as the common pro- 
verb allows children, and not again ex- 
pole our ſelves: let us never glue our hearts 
to any cxternal thing, bur let all the con- 
cerns of the world hang looſe about us: by 
that means we ſhall be able ro put them ofi 
inſenſibly when ever God calls tor them; 
or perhaps we {hall prevent hiscalling for 
them at all, it being for the molt part our 
roo cloſe adheſion to them which promts 
him to it, 

8, A 
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8. A third advantage of athictions is, 
that it isa mark and 11gnature of our ad- 
option, a witneſs of our legitimarion, 
H hat ſon is he (faith the Apoltle ) whom 
the Father chaſtiſeth not? but if ye be with- 
out chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye baſtards and not ſons, Heb.r2, 
7,8. Jacob clad his dearling 7Jo/-ph in a 
party-coloured Coat, and God's favorites 
do here wear a Livery inter-woven with 
a mixture of dark and gloomy colours; 
their /ong white robes are laid up tor them 
againſt they come to the manrriaye of the 
Lamb, Rev.19.7. Indecd we much mir 
ſtake the deſign of Chriſtianity ,it we think 
it calls us to a condition of caſe and fe- 
curity. It might ſuit well enough with 
the votarics of the Golden Calt, to jt 
down to eat and drink, and riſe up to play, 
Exod.32.6. But the diſciples of the cru- 
Cified Savior are trained to another dilci- 
pline. Our profeſſion enters us into a ſtate 
of warfare: and accordingly our very Bap- 
tiſmal engagement runs all in military 
terms, and we are not only ſervants of 
Chrilt Ss family, but ſoldiers of his camp. 
Now we know in a war men mult not ex- 
pect to paſs their time in caſe and foft- 


ncfs, but beſides all the dangers and dit- 
ficul- 
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iculties of the combar, have many other 
hard{hips to endure; hunger and thirſt, 
heat and cold, har: | Iodoings and weary 
marches: and he that is too nice for thoſe, 
will not long ſtick to his colours. And 
it is the ſame in our ſpiritual warfare : ma- 
ny prefſures and ſufterings are annexed to 
it, and our paſlive valor is no lefs tricd 
then our active. In reſpc of this it 15 
that our Savior ad moniſhes his Proſelytes 
to compute firſt the difiicultics incident 
to their profeſſion, and that he may not 
enſnare us by propoſing too caly terms, 
ne bids us reckon up the worlt, and 
tells us, that he tha 2t for(akes not all that he 
hath, jball n:t be h5 diſciple, Luke 14.26. 
and that we muſt thra much tribulation enter 
into the Fn of God, Acts 14-22. In- 
deed, twere very abſurd for us to expect 
eaficr as when theſe are the ſame 
to which our Leader has ſubmitted. The 
Captain of var Salvation was perfetted by 
ſufferings, Heb. 2.10, and if it behoved 
Chrift to ſuffer before he enter d into his glo- 
ry, Luke 24.46. it were in{olent madneſs 
for us to look to be carried thither upon 
cur beds of Ivory, or irom the noiſe oi 
our Harps and Viols, be immediatly rapt 
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s Tris has bin fo much confider'd 
by pious men, that they have lookt upon 
their ſecular profperities with tear and jea- 
fou'y, and mauy have ſolemnly petition d 
{or crofles, as thinking them che neceſſary 
atteltation of their "Sai ſhip, and means of 
allimulation to their elder brother. Why 
then thould thar which was ſo deſirable 
to them, appear fo formidable to us? or: 
why ſhould we fo evenly deprecate, 
what they !o earneitly invited 2 If we in- 
deed thin. it a privilege to be the ſons 
of God, ani feilow-heirs with Chriſt, why 
do we grudy at the condition? The Ro- 
man Captain tells St. Pant that he ob- 
tained the immunities of a Roman with n 
great ſum, Acts 22.28. an! tall we ex- 
p2C ſo much a nobler and more advan- 
rag2ous adoption pertectiy gratis? look 
that God {hould ct ange his whole Oeco- 
nomy tor our cale,give wu 21 Eternal In- 
heritanc?, diſcharged of thoic T emporal 
Incumbrances himſelt has anncxed toit ? 
This were lure as unjult a hope, as it would 
eavainone When Dawdhad that cn- 
ſnared propoſal made him, of being the 
Kinz2s ſon 1n Law, 18Sam. 18.21. he ſet 
ſuch a —_ Upon the dignity, chat he de- 
ſpited the difliculcy of the condition : and 
ſure 
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ſure we mult have very low abject fouls, 
it when ſo infinitly a higher advancemenr 
is fincerely offer d us, we can ſutter any 
apprehenſion of hard hip to divert us. Ina 
word, let us remember that of the Apo- 
ſtle, {f we ſuffer,we ſhall alſo reign with him, 
2 Tim. 2.12. And tho our atflictions be 
in themſelves not ;oious but grievous, vet 
when they are conhider'd as the earneſt of 
our future inheritance, tlicy put on an- 
other face, and may rather enamor then 

fright us. | 
9. A fourth advantage o! afflictions is, 
that they excite our compaſſions towards 
others : there is nothing qualifies us ſo 
rightly to eſtimate the ſuffering of others, 
as the having our ſelves felt chem: with- 
out this our apprehenfions of them are as 
dull and confuſed, as a blind man's of co- 
lours, or a deaf man of ſounds. They that 
ſtretch themſelves upon their couches, that 
eat the lambs out of the jiech, and the calves 
out of the miciſl of the ſtall: that chaunt to 
the ſound of the viol, drink wine tn bowls, and 
anoint themſelves with the chief ointments, 
will not much be prieved with the affl:tions 
of Foſeph, Amos 6.4. Nay {o neceflary 1s 
our experience towards our COmmilerati- 
on, that we ſce 'twas thought a requiſite 
2 gc- 
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accompl! ſmear of our. high Prieft (that 
higheit example ot unbounded compal- 
fion ) and therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, 
It behoved um in all things ts be made 
like his brethren; that he might be a merciful 
ant faithſu! l1nh Prieft m things hertamning 
to God, to Ni ake reconciliation for the fins 
of the people : for in that he himſclſ hat 
ſuffer d being temicd, he is able alſ9 to 
uccor them that are temted, Heb.2.17,18, 
Eur it ho whoſe mcre ſenfe of our miſe- 
r1es brought him down to us, choſe this 
_— ac to advance his pity, how ne- 
ceflary 13 if to our petritied bowels? And 
ſince God has atiivn d our mercies to our 
Brethren, as the itandard by which he 
will proportion Þ1s to us, tis more Ours 
then therr advantage to have them enlar- 
ged : fothat when by making us taſt of 
their cup, acquainting us with the bitter 
relith of their ſufferings, he prepares us 
to a Chriſtian ſy mpathy with them, tis 
bur a remoter way of obliging and quali- 
fying us for a more ample portion of his 
mercy. Nay beſides the profit, there 15 
honor accrucs to w by it, Compaſtion 1s 
One ot the beſt properties of our nature, 
and we unman our telves when w2 pur It 
off; nav more, tis an attribute of the Di- 
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vinity, and the more we advance in it, the 
cloſer approches we make to him. And 
therefore we have all reaſon: to bleis him 
for that diſcipline by which he promotes 
us 11 fo excellent, ſo neceflary a grace. 
Io. A fith benefit of affliction, is, that 
It 15 an 1mprovement of Devotion, lets 
us with more heartineſs to our Praiers. 
Whil'ft Proiperity flows in upon us, we 
bath our ſelves in its ſtreams, but are very 
apt to forget its ſource; ſo that God is 
tain to {top the current, leave us dry and 
parched, that our needs may make us do 
what our gratitude would nor, trace our 
bicſings up to the original ſpring, and 
both acknowlc.lge and invoke him as the 
Author of all our good. This effect ot 
afflictions is obſerv'd by the Prophet, 
Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee, they 
poured out a prater when thy chaſtning wes 
upon them, Tia. 26.16, And I believe I 
may appcal to every mans experience, 
whether his Praicrs be not more frequent 
and more hearty too, when he is under 
ſome diſtreſs. Then how importunate are 
we 11 our petitions 2 how protuſe in our 
Vows and Promiſes? ſaying with {/rael, 
Deliver us only we pray thee this day: and they 


put away the ſtrange Gods from among mm 
an 


TE 
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and ſerved the Lord, ſudg.1o0.1g. I con- 
feſs, tis no good indication of our temper, 
that we nced thus to be pur in the preſs 
ere we will yield any thing. Yet ſince we 
are ſo diſingenuous, tis a mercy in God to 
adapt his methods to us, to extort when 
we will not give; and if he can have no 
free-will-offerings, yet at leaſt to exact his 
tribute. Nor do's he delign the cttect of 
this ſhould ceaſe with the calamity that 
raisd it, but expects our compelld ad- 
drefles ſhould bring us into the way of 
voluntary ones, and happily cnſnare us 
into Picty. And indeed herein we are 
worſe then brutiſh if ir do not. We think 
it a barbarous rudeneſs to engage a man in 
our affairs, and as ſoon as we have ſerved 
our own turns, never take farther notice 
of him. Nay indeed the very beaſts may 
lecture us in this piece of Morality, ma- 
ny of them paying a ſignal gratitude 
where they have received benefits: and 
ſhall we not come up at leaſt to their 
pitch ? ſhall not the endearment of our de- 
liverance bring our deliverer into ſome re- 
pate and conſideration with us, and make 
us defire to keep up an acquaintance and 
entercourſe with him? Yet if ingenuity 
work not with us, let intercit at leaſt . 
vail, 
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vail, and the remembrance how ſoon 
we may need him again, admoniſh us not 
to make our ſelves ſtrangers to him. God 
complaiis of J/rael, Wherefore ſay my peo- 
ple, we arc lords ? re will come no more at 
thee, Jer. 2.31. A very infolent folly to 


' renounce that dependance by which a- 
{ lone they ſubſfiſted, and no leſs will it be 


in any of us it we ſtop our recourſe to him 
becauſe we have had advantage by it. We 


' have no aflurance that the ſame occaſion 
| hall not recur, but with what face can 
ve then reſume that entercourſe which 
in the interval we deſpiſed 5 So that it 
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we have but aiy ordinary Providence 
we ſhall {till fo celebrate palt reſcues, as 
to continue in a Capacity of begging 


' more, and then we cannot but alſo con- 


teſls the benchr of thoſe firlt calamities 
which inſpirited our devotion, and taught 
us to pray 1n earneſt, and will be alhamed 
that our Thanks {hould be utter'd in a 
iainter accent thon our Petitions; Or Our 
daily Spiritual Concerns lnould be more 


| coldly ſolicited then our Temporal ac- 
; cidental oncs. 


11. Nok 15 it only our devotion that is 
thus improved by our diftrcfies, but many 
other Graces ; o'r Faith, our Hope, our 

Patience, 
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Patience, our Chriitjian Suttcrance and 
Fortitude. It is no triumph of Faith to 
truſt God for thoſe good things which 
he gives us in hand ; this is rather to walk 
by ſenſe then Vaith : but to rely on him in 
the greateſt deſtitution, ard againſt hope 
+0 believe in hope, this is the Faith of a a true 
child of Abraham, and will be zmputcd to 
us (as it was to him) for T1ghteouſneſs, 
Rom. 4.23. So alto our Patience owes 
all its Htwemties oft exerciſe to our 
Afﬀtiictions, and Cc romguratiy owes alſo a 
great part of its being to them, for we 
know deſuctule will loſe habirs. What 
imaginable uſe is there of Patience , 
where there is nothing to ſuffer > In our 
proipgrous ſtate, we may indecd imploy 
our Temperanc?z, our Humi ity , our Can- 


tion ; bur Patience ſeems then a uſcelefs 


Vertue : nay indeed, for ought we know, 
may be count-rfeir, till adverſity bring it 
to the teſt. And yet this 15 the moſt glo- 
rious accompliſhment of a Chriſtian, that 
which moſt cminently conforms him to 
the Image of his Savior, whoſe whole life 
was a perp-tual exerciſe of this grace; and 
therefore we love our cafe too well if .we 

are unwilling to buy this Pearl ar any 
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12 LasSTLyY our thankfulneſs is (at 
lealt ought to be) increaſt by our di- 


ſtreſſes. Tis very natural for us to refle& 
' with valuc and eſteem upon thoſe bleſ\- 


fings we have loſt, and we too often do 


it toaggravate our diſcontent : bur fure 


the more rational uſe of it is to raiſe our 


' thankfulneſs for the time wherein we cn- 
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joyed them. Nay not only our former en- 
jyments, but even our preſent depriva- 
tions deſerve out gratitude, if we con- 
der the happy advantages we may reap 
trom them. If we will perverily catt 
them away, that unworthy contempt 
paies no ſcores, for we {till (ſtand anſwera- 
ble in God'saccount for the good he de- 


{fignd and we might have had by it, and 
've become liable to a new charge for our 


ingratitude in thus deſþ:/ing the chaſti/e- 


ment of the 1 ord, Heb. 12. 5. 


13. AND now it all theſe benetits of 
afAictions ( which are yet but imperfectly 
recited) may be thought worth conf1- 
dering, it cannot bat reconcile us to 
the ſharpelt of God's methods ; unleſs we 
will own our {elves {uch mere animals. 
as to have no other apprehenſions then 
what our bodily ſenſes convey tous ; for 
lare he that bas reafon enouch ro under- 

Y 2 atand 
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{tand that he has an immortal ſoul, can- 
not bur aſſent that its intereſts ſhould be 
ſerved, tho with the diſplacency of his 
fleſh. Yer even in regard of that, our 
murmPerings are oft very unjuſt, tor we 
do many times ignorantly prejudg God's 
deſigns towards us even in temporat;, 
who trequently makes a little tranſient 
neck the paſlage to ſecular felicities. 
Aſo/es when he tled out of Egypri, proba- 
bly little thought that he ſhould return 
thither a God unto Pharaoh, Exod. 4. 16. 
and as little did 7o/eph when he was 
brougit thither a flave, that he was to be 
a ruler there : yet as diſtant as thoſe (tates 
were, the divine providence had ſo con- 
need them, that the one depends upon 
theo ther. And certainly we may often 
obſerve the like over-ruling hand in our 
own diſtreſſes, that thoſe events which 
we haveentertained with the greateſt re- 
gret, have in the conſequences bin very 
beneacial to us. 

14. To conclude, we have certainly 
both trom ſpeculation and experience a- 
bundant matter to calm all our diſquicts, 
to ſatisfy our diſtruſts, and to fix in us an 
entire reſignation to God's diſpolals, who 
has deſigus which we cannot penetrate, 
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but none which we need fear, unleſs we 
our ſelves pervert them. We have our 
Savicrs word for it, that he w?ll not grove vs 
a ſtone when we ack bread, nor a ſcorpion 
when we ask a fiſh, Mat. 7 9. Nay his 
love ſecures ns yet farther from the crrors 


of our own wild choice, and do's not give 


us thole ſtones and {corpions which we 
importune for, [et us then leave our 
concerns to him who beſt knows them, 
and make it'our ſole care to entertain his 
diſpenfations with as m1: ci ſubmiſſion 
and duty, as he diſpences them with. love 
and wiſdom. And it we can but do fo, we 
may dare all the power of earth and hell 


' too, ro make us miſerable : for be our at- 


fictions what they can, we are ſure they 
Ire but what we in ſome reſpector other 
need ; be they privative or poſitive, the 
want of what we wiſh, or the ſuffering of 
; what we wiſh not, they are the diſpoſals 
of him who cannot err, and we lhall fi- 
nally have cauſe to ſay withthe Plalmilt, 
' It zs good for me that Thave bin afjiited , 

Pal, 119, 71, 
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Of our Misfortun*s compared with 
other mens. 


x Lf E come now to impreſs an equally 
jult and uſeful confideration, the 
comparing our misfortunes with thoſe of 
other mens : and he that dos that, will 
ccriainly fee to little cauſe to think him- 
ſeltfingular, that he will not find himſelf 
ſuperlative in calamity; for there is no 
man living that can with reaſon aftirm 
himſclft robe the very unhappieſt man, 
there being innumerable diſtreſles of 0- 
thers which he knows not of, and conſe- 
quently cannot bring them in balance 
with his own. Amultitude of men there 
are whoſe perſons he knows not, and even 
of thoſe he do's,he may be much a ſtranger 
to their diſtreſſes; many ſorrows may lie 
at the heart of him who carries a ſmiling 
face, and many a man has bin an obje&t 
of envy to thoſe who look but on the fſur- 
tacc of his ſtate, who yet to thole who 
Know his private griefs appears more WOr- 
thy of compaſſion, And ſure this confuſed 
Uncers 
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uncertain eſtimate of other mens aflicti- 
ons, may divert us from all loud out-cries 
of our own. Solon ſecing a friend much op- 
preſt with grief, carried him up to a town 
that over-lookt the city of Athens, and 
ſhewing him all the buildings,faid to him, 
Conſider how many ſorrows have,do, and 
ſhall in future Ages inhabit under all 
thoſe roots, and do not vex thy ſelf with 
thoſe inconveniencies which are common 
to mortality, as it they were only yours. 


And ſure twas good advice : for ſuftering 


is almoſt as inſeparable an adjund& of our 
nature, as dying is: yet we do not ſee men 
very apt to imbitter their whole lives by 
the fore-fight that they muſt dic, but ſee- 
ing it a thing as univerſal as inevitable, 
they are more forward to take up the F- 
picures reſolution, Let us cat and drink, 
for to morrow we die, 1 Cor. 15.32. And 
why ſhould we not look upon aMiictions 
alſo as the common lot of humanity, and 
as we take the advantages, ſo be content 
to bear the incumbrances of that ſtate ? 

2, BUT beſides that implicite allow- 
ance that is thus to be made for the un- 
known calamities of others, if we ſurvey 
but thoſe that lie open and viſible to us, 
the moſt of us ſhall find enough to dif- 


COUl- 


there that when he has moit itudioully re- 
colle&ed his miſeries, may not find ſome 
or other that apparently equals, it not ex- 
ceedshim 7 He that ftomacs his own be- 
ing contemned and flighted, may ſec an- 
other perſecuted and oppreſt. He that 
groans under ſome ſharp pain, may ſee 
another afflicted with ſharper: and even 
he that has the moſt acute torments 1n his 
body, may ſee another more ſadly cruci- 
ated by the agonies of his mind. So that 
if we would but look about us, we lhould 
ſee ſo many foreign occaſions of our pi- 
ty, that we ſhould be atham'd to confine 
it wholly to our ſelves. 

3.IT will perhaps be ſaid that this can- 
not be univerſally true, for that there 
muſt in comparative degrees be ſome 
loweſt ſtate of miſery : I grant it, but ſtill 
that ſtate conſiſts not in ſuch an indivih- 
ble point, that any one perſon can have 
the incloſure ; or if it do, twill be ſo hard 
for any to diſcern who that one perſon 1s, 
that1 need deſire no fairer a compoſition, 
then to have every man ſuſpend his repi- 
nings,till he can evince his title. But alas 
there are but few that can make any ap- 


proaches to ſuch a pretence : for tho if we 
advert 


SECT. IN. Misfortunes compard. 159 


DOC 


vert to mens complaints, we ſhould think 
all degrees of compariſon were contound- 
ed,and every man were equally the great- 
eſt ſufferer ; yet certainly in the truth of 
things tis nothing ſo: for ( not to repete 
what was before mention'd, that proba- 
bly no man 1s miſcrable in any propor- 
tion to the utmoſt degree of poſhibility ) 
the remarkably unhappy are very far the 
leſs number. And how paſhonatly ſo- 
ever men exaggerate their calamities, yea 
perhaps in their ſober mood, they will 
{ſcarce change {tates with thoſe whom 
they profeſs to think more happy then 
themſelves. It was the ſaying of Socrates, 
that it there were a common bank made 
of all mens troubles, moſt men would ra- 
ther chuſe to take thoſe they brought, 
then to venter upon a new dividend. And 
indeed he had reaſon for his ſuppoſition ; 
for conſidering how great a part of many 
mens afflictions are of their own making, 
fictitious and imaginary, they may ultly 
fear leaſt they ſhould exchange feathers 
torlead, their own emty ſhadows for the 
real and preſſing calamities of others, and 
cannot but think itbelt to fit down with 
their own,which ſerves their declamations 
as well, and their eaſe much better, We oft 
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ſee men ata lirtle miſ-ſhaping of a gar- 
ment, a ſcarce diſcernable error in their 
cook, or their ſhorteſt interruption in 


their ſports, in ſuch tranſports of trouble, ' 


as if they were the molt unfortunate men 
in the world ; yet for all that you ſhall 
hardly perſwade them tochange with 
him whole courſe clothings ſuperſedes 
all care of the falhion , whoſe appetite 
was never diſappointed fot want of fawce, 
and whoſe perpetual toil makes him 1n- 
ſenfible what the defeat of ſport ſignifies. 
4. Nar even where the exchange ſeems 
more equal, where the affictions are on 
both fides folid and ſubſtantial, yet a 
prudent man would fcarce venture upon 
the barter. Tis no ſmall advantage to 
know what we have to conteſt with, to 
have experimented the worſt of its atta- 
ques, by which we become better able to 
guard our felves: but a new cvil comes 
with the torce of a ſurpriſe, and finds us 
open and difarmed. Ir is indeed almoſt a 
miraculons power that cuſtom has in re- 
conciling us to things otherwiſe diſplea- 
ſing; all qurſenſes are taught to remir 
of their averhon by familiarity with un- 
gratetul objects - that ugly form which 
at firit makes ſtart, by uſe develts its 
ter- 
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terror, and we reconcile our ſelves to 
harſh ſounds and ill reliſhes by long cuf- 
rom. And ſure it has the very ſame effect 
upon our minds: the molt fierce calami- 
ties do by acquaintance grow more tracta- 
ble; ſo that he that exchanges an old one 
tor a new, dos but bring a wild Lion into 
his houſe inſtead of a tame: it may ſor 
ought he knows immediately tear him in 
pieces but at Icaſt muſt coſt him a great 
deal of pains to render it gentle and 
familiar: and certainly no wiſe man 
would wiſh to make ſuch a bargain, 

5. Þr all this it appears that, how extra- 
vagantly ſoever we aggravate our own 
calamities and extcnuate other mens, we 
dare not upon recollection ſtand to our 
own eſtimate: aud what can be ſaid more 
in prejudice of our diſcontents? Tis a 
granted maxim,that every man mult have 


- afflictions. Man that ts born of a woman, 


; 
| 


laics Job, is of few years, and full of trouble 
Job 13. 4. and we muſt reverſe God's tun- 
damental law, betore we can hope fora 
total exemtion. All that any man can af- 
pire to, is to liave but an cqual {hare with 
others, and the generality oft men have 
ſo, atleaſt none can prove he has not ſo; 
and till he can, his murmur; will ſure be 


X Very 


- $4 «xv => 


162 The Art of Contentment, 


very unjuſtifable, eſpecially when they 
have this convincing circumſtance a- 
gainlt them, that he dares not upon ſober 
thoughts change his a(flictions with moſt 
of his neighbors. He 13an ill member of 
a community, who in public afſetIments 
would {hutHe oft all paiments : and he is 
no better who in this common tax God 
has laid vpon our nature, is not content 
to bear his tharc. 

6. ANvp truly would we bur conſider 
that in all our fulterings nothing befals us 
bur what i3 common to our kind, nay 
which is extremely exceeded by many 
within the verge of our own obfervation, 
we mult be fen{eiclsly partial to be 11mpa- 
tient, The Apoſtle thought it a compe- 
tent conlolation for the firſt Chriſtians, 
that there had no temtation befallen then 
but what was common to men, 1 Cor. 10. 
T2. and we betray very extravagauet Opi- 
nions of our felves it it be not fo to us. 
Indeed twas ſcarce pollible for us to be 
fo unfattsfe!, as the greateſt part of us 
are, Uid weintho comparing our ſelves 
with others, proceed with any to!erable 
Ingenuity. 

7. PUTalas we are very fallacious and 
deceitful in the point, we do not com- 
| pare 


: 
: 
f 

j 
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pare the good of others with our good, 
nor their evil with our cvil; but with an 
cavious curiohty we amats together ail 
the defireable circumſto nce «oli notghe 


' bors condition, and with as prying Gcit- 


content we ranſack all our grievances , 
and confront to them. "115 is fo unfin- 
cere a way of proceeding, as the mott or- 
__ underſt anding can detect. 1; 1 
ſhould wager that my arm Were longer 
"ie inceber Mans, and tor trial mcture 
my arm with his finrer, he muit be ftu- 
pidly filly, that ſhould award for me ; 
and yet this were not a grofler cheat,then 
that which we put upon our ſelves In O1 IC 
compariſons with others. And tis a litle 
Itrang to obſerve unto what various pur- 
poles we Can apply this one thin piece Or 
yophiſtry : for when woe compare our 
ncighbors and our felves in point of mo- 
rality, we do but reyerlc the fallacy, and 
preſently make his vices az much exceed 
Ours, as our calamitics did his 1n the o0- 
ther inſtance. They are indeed both great 
violences to reaſon and jultice, yet the Ia- 
ter 1s ſure the plealanter kind of deccit. 
A man has ſome joy in thinking himfelt 
leſs wicked then his neighbor, but what 
imaginable comfort can he take in think- 
& 2 119 
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ing himſelf more miſerable? Certainly he 
that would ſubmit to a couſenage, had 
much better ſhift the ſcene, and think 
his ſufferings leſs then they are, rather 
then more; tor ſince opinion is the thing 
that uſually ſets an edg upon our calami- 
tics, it might be a profitable deceit that 
could ſteal thar from us. | 
8. BuT we need not blindftold our 
{clves it we would but uſc our cycs aright, 
and fee things in their trac ſhapes ; and if 
we did thus, what a ſtrange turn would 
there be in the common eſtimates of the 
world 2 How many of the gilded troubles 
of greatnefs, which men at a diſtance 
look on with ſo much admiration and de- 
fire, would then be as much contemned 
as now they are courted 2 A competency 
would then get the better of abundance, 
and the now envied pomp of princes , 
when balanced with the cares and hazards 
annext, would be ſo far from a bait,that 
men like Sazl, r Sam. 10. 22. would hide 
themſelves from the preferment ; and he 
that underſtood the weight, would rather 
chulſe to weild a Flaile then a Scepter ; 
yet ſo childiſhly arc we beſotred with the 
glittering appearance of things, that we 
conclude telicity muſt necds dwell where 
there 
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there isa magnificent Portico, and being 
poſſeſt with this tancy we over-look her 
inour own humbler Cottages, where ſhe 
would more conſtantly reſide, if ſhe could 
bur find us at home: but we are common- 
ly engagd ina rambling purſuit of her 


where ſhe is feldomett to be found, and 1n 


the interim miſs of her at our own doors. 

9. IxpEeD there is ſcarce a greater 
folly or unhappineſs incident to mans na- 
ture, then this fond admiration of other 
mens enjoimeuts, and contemt of our 
own. And whilſt we have that humour, it 
will ſupplant not only our preſent, but all 
poſſibilities of our tuture content. For tho 
we could draw to our ſelves all thoſe 


\ things for which we envy others, we ſhould 


have no ſooner made them our own, then 
they will grow deſpicable and nauſeous 
to us. This is a ſpeculation which has 
bin atteſted by innumerable experiments; 


| there being nothing more frequent, then 


to ſee men with impatient eagerneſs, nay 
often with extreme hazards purſue thoſc 
acquelſts, which when they have them , 
they are immediately {ick of. There 15 
{carce any man that may not give him- 
ſelf inſtances of this in his own particular: 
and yet fo fatally ftupid are we, that w 
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deteats will diſcipline us, or take us off 


from thele falſe eltimates of other mens 
happineſſces. And truly while we ſtate our 
compariſons ſo urcqually,they are as mil- 
chievous as the common proverb ſpeaks 
them odious: but if we could begin at 
the riphtend, and look with as much 
compaſſion on the adverhitics of our bre- 
thren, as we do with envy On their pro- 
iperitics, every man would find cauſe to lic 
cown contentedly with lis own burden , 
and confeſs that he beacs but the propor- 
tonable ſhare of his common uature, un- 
leſs perhaps it be where ſfoine extraordi- 
nary demerits of his own have added to 
the weight; and in that caſe he has more 
reaſon to admire his athictions are fo tew, 
then ſo many. ' And certainly every malt 
knows ſo many more ills by himſelf, then 
it 15 poſhble for him to do by another, 
that he that really ſces himfſelt exceed o- 
chers in his ſuftering:, will find cauſe e- 
nough to think he do's in fins allo. 

10 BUT it we ftretch the compariſon 
beyond our contemporaries, and look 
back to the generations of old, we ſhall 
have yet tarther cauſe to acknowledge 
Gods preat indulgence to us. Abraham 
tho the triend of God was uot exemted 
from 
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trom ſeverc trials; he was firſt made to 
wander from his Countrey, and betake 
himſelf toa kind of vagrantlite, was a 
long time ſuſpended from the bleſſing ot 
his deſired oft-ſpring ; and when atlaſt his 
beloved /ſaac was obtained,it Cauſed a do- 
meſtic jarre, which he was fainto compoſe 
by the expulſion of mae! tho his fon al- 
{o. But what a conteſt may we think there 
was in his own” bowels when that rigorous 
task was impoſed on him of ſacrificing his 
 Haac > and tho his faith gloroully rri- 
umpht over it, yet ſure there could not be 
a greater preſſure upon human nature, 
David the man after God s own heart 15 no 
leſs fignal tor his afflictions then tor his 
piety : he was for a great while an exile 
trom his Countrey, and ( which he mott 
bewailed) trom the Sanctuary by the per- 
ſecutions of Saul: and atter he was fetled 
in that throne to which God's immediate 
afſlignation had 1intitled hun, what a ſuc- 
ceflion of calamities had he 1n his own 
tamily ? the inceltuous rape of his Daugh- 
ter,the retaliation of that by the as unna- 
tural murder of {mnor,and that feconuded 
by another no leſs barbarous conſpiracy 
of Abſalom againſt himlielt, his expultion 
from Feruſalem, the bale revilings of 
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Shimei, and finally the lofſe o! that dear- 
ling ſon in the act ol his fin. A cluſter of 
afflictions, in compariſon whereof the 
moſt of ours are but like the g/canngs ( as 
the Prophet ſpeaks ) after the vintage 7s 
don. It werc indeed cndicis to inftance in 
all the ſeveral Fore-fathers of our Faith 
before Chriſt's incarnation : the Apoitle 
gives usa brict, but very comprehenfive 
compendium of their ſufferings, They had 
trial of cruel mockengs and /courgings ; yea 
moreover, of bonds andimpriſenments : they 
were ſtoned, were ſawn aſunder, were temt- 
od, were ſlain with the ſword: they wans 
dred about in ſheep-skins, and goat-shins, 
being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented: they 
wanared in deſerts, and in mountains, and 
in dens, and caves of the earth, Heb. 11, 
36, 37, 38- And if we look on the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, we ſhall ce them per- 
tectly the counterpart to them, their pri- 
viledges conſiſted not in any immunities 
from calamitics; tor their whole lives 
were {cenes of {utterings. St. Paul gives 
us an account of his own, in labors more-a- 
bundant, in ſtripes above meſure, in priſons 
more frequent, in deaths oft : of the Fews 
ve times received { forty jiripes ſave one, 
Thrice was { beaten with rods, once was 1 


ſt 07ze 


m———_ 


ing often, &C, 2 Cor. 11, 23. and it his 
fingle hardſhips role thus high, what may 
we think the whole ſum of all his fellow- 
laborers amounted to together,with that 
noble Army of martyrs who ſealed their 
taith with their blood; of whoſe {utter- 
ings Eccleſraſitc hiſtory gives us luch aſto- 
nilhing relations, 

11. AND now being compaſſed about 
with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, the Apo- 
ſtles inference is very irrefragable, /-# vs 
run with patience the race which ts (et be- 
fore us, Heb. 12, 1, 2. But yet it 1s more 
ſo, if we proceed on to that confideration 
he adjoins, Looking unto Feſus the Author 


' and finiſher of our faith, who for the joy 


that was ſit before him, endur d the croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame, verſe 3. Indeed it we 
contemplate him in the whole courſe of 
his life, we ſhall find him rightly itiled 
by the Prophet a mar of ſorrows; Hai. 53.3, 
And as if he had charged hnnfelt with 
all our griets as well as our fins, there 1s 
icarceany human calamity which we ;nay 
not find exemplified in him. Dos any 
complain of the lownceis anc DOVEerty T9 
his condition ? Alas his whole lite was a 
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{tate of indigence: he was forced to be an 
inmate with the beatts, he laid in a ſtable 
at his birth, and after himſelt profefles 
that he Had not where to lay his head, Luk. 
9. 58. I8anv opprelt with 1nfamy and re- 
proach ? h: may fee his Savior accusd as 
a oluiton and a wine-bibber , Luke 7. 34. 
a Blajph: mer, Joh. 10.32. a Jorcerer, Mat, 
12. 24. a p:rverter of thenation, Luke 2} 
2. yea to fuch a fordid lownels had they 
{unk 115 repute, that a (editious thief and 
murderer was thought the more eligible 
perſon, not this man but Barabbas, John 
18. 40. And finally all this ſcene © tf indig- 
nities clos'd with the ſpighttul pageantry 
oft mochery acted by the {oldiers, Mat. 27. 
28, anc the yet more batbarous 1nfult- 
1n2> of Pricits an Scribes, verſe 41.1s any 
man deſpiſed or deterted by his triends 2 
he was contemnct by his countrey-men , 
thought traatc by his triend berraicd by 
one of his diſciples, abaudon'd by all, un- 
leſs that one who followed him longeſt, 
to rerounce him the moſt ſhametully by 
a three-told abjuration. Nay what is ijn- 
fhinitly more then this, he ſeem'd delert- 
ed by Gol allo, as 15 witneſſed by that 
toletul exclamation, My God, my God, why 
aj thou forſaken me> Nat, 27.64. Is a- 
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ny diffatisfied with his hard- ſhips or labo- 
riouſneſs of his life ? let him remember his 
Saviors was not a lite of _— or eaſe : 
he was never entr d in thoſe Academies 
of luxury, where men are gorocovfly nþj - 
rel d and live delicatly, Luke 7. 25. but 
he was brought under the mean root of a 
Carpenter, and conſequently ſubjected 
to all the lowneſs of ſich an education. 
His initiation to his Prophetic office was 
with the miraculous ſeverity of a 40. 
daies fait, and in his diſcharge ot it, We 
hind 1m mn perpetual labors, £072” about 
dons wood, Act. 10. 38. and that notin 
triumph, like a prince . b:ttowing his 
largefles, but in wegry peres, rinations, 
never riding but once, 2m that oy up- 
on a borrow'd beaſt, and 2 fulfil a pro- 
phecy, Mar. 2.4. Dos any main groan un- 
der ſharp and acute pains ? Jet him con- 
ider what his redeomer enilured, how in 
nis infancy at his c:rcumciton he otter d 
the firit truits,as an earneſt of that bloody 
vintage when he trod the wine preſs alone, 
I{aiah 63. 3. Let him attend him tnro 
all the ſtages of his diretul paſſion. and be- 
hold his arms pinion'd with rough cor. 
his head {more with a reed, and toru wi! C 
41S CCOWn of thorns, his back ploughe:! 
F 2 wil! 
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with thoſe /ong furrows ( Plal. x29, nd 
the {courges had made; his macerared 
{ceble body oppreft with the weight of 
his croſs, and at laſt rackt and extended 
onit; his hands and feet, thoſe nervous 
and conſeque nrly moit fenſible parts, 
transfixt with nailes, his whole body taſt- 
_ to that accuried tree, and expoſed 
taked to the air in a cold ſeaſon ; his 
tw parched with thirit, and yet more 
afflicted with that vinegar and call witcre- 
with they pretended to relieve tim and 
finally his lite expiring amidit the full 
lenle of theſe accurate tormeits. Laſtly 
dos 1:y inan fabor under the bittereſt of 
all ſorrows, importugate remtations to,or 
2 wounded ſpirit for fin? even here alſo 
ne may find that he has an /zgh Preejt who 
reath bin touched with the ſenſe of his anfir- 
ritties, Heb. 4. is. ile was violently af- 
ſaulred with a fſucccilion of temtations, 
Alat. 4.and we cannot doubt but Satan 
would on him employ the utmolt of his 
SKil |. Nor was he leſs oppreft wich the bur- 
Con of in, ours l mean, tho not his own. 
WH JQLLaly We think were his apprehen- 
16:5 11 the Garden, when he focarneſtly 
derrecated that which was his whole cr- 
:2vd into the world? What a dreadtul 
prel- 


O—— - —- ---- - 
© — SCI 


SECT, IX. Mirſertones compar d, 173 


— 


preſſure was that which wrung from hin; 
that bluod dy {weat, and caſt him into that 
inexpl:cable agony, the horror whereot 
WAS beyond the c: >mprehe 1{h0ns of any 
but his who felt it And finally how a- 
mazing was the ſenſe of divine wrath, 
which extorted that fſtupenclous com - 
plainr, that Zrons cry on the crots, Fe. 5. 
7, the ſharp accent whereo!t, it 1t do a- 
rioht found in our kearts, mult certainly 
quite overwhelm our loudeſt groans? And 
now certainly 1 may ſay witn Pilate, Fcce 
homo, bejzold the man ; or rather with a 
more divine Author, Behold 7tf ever there 


_ were ſorrows like unto his forrows Lam... 


12. ANbp lure it were but a reaſonable 
interence, that wliich we tind made by 
Chriſt himſelt, f theje things be don 1 a 
green treeaphat ball be dun in the dry © Luk. 
23.31. If an imputative vault could nu- 
riſh ſo ſcorchiny a flame, pull down 1o 
ſevere a wrath, what can we expyct who 
are mcrely made up of combuſtible mat- 
ter ; whoſe proper perfoual fits cry for 
vengeance? Sure were we to juidg by hu- 
man meſlures, we ihould reckon to have 
more then a double portion of our SaVIors 
lutterings entail d upon us : yet ſuchis the 


efficacy of his, that they have commuted 
for 
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for ours, & havelefr us only ſuch a ſhare, 
as may evidence our relation to our cru- 
cifed Lord : ſuch as may ſerve only tor 
badges aud cognizances to whom we re- 
tain. For alas, let the moft a{llicted or us 
weiph our lorrows with lis, how abſurdly 
uncqual will the compariſon appear? And 
therctore as the beſt c xpedient to baftic 
Our Mutliiics, to ſhame us out of our re- 
PInings, ter us often draw this uneven Pa- 
rallel, con'rout our petty uncaſinetles 
with his unipeakable rorments ; and fure 
ti51mpothible but our admiration and gra- 
titude mult ſupplant our 1mpaticncies. 
t2. This 15 indeed the method to 
Wil! ch the Apoitie directs us, Conſider ”_ 
that endared _—_ contradiition of finnc 
anaimj f him ef, leſt ye be weary Fn 11 
Jour minds : ve have not yet reſiſted unto 
blood, Heb. 12. 34. Was he contradicted, 
and thall we expect to be humor d and 
complid with f Did he reftilt to blood, and 
!hall we think thoſe preſſures intoler able, 
which force only a tew tears from us? This 
1s fuch an unmanly nicenels, as utterly 
niakes us unfit to follow the Captain of 
our Salvation. What a foldicr is he like 
ro make, that will take no lhare of the 
hazards and hardſhips of his General? Hu- 
nett 
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nelt Uriah would not take the lawful ſo- 
laces of his own houle, upon the confider- 
ation that his Lord Foab (tho but his fellow 
ſubject) /ay zncamped in the open felds , 
2 Sam. I1. i1.yca tho he was ſent by him 
from the Camp. And hall we baſcly for- 
ſake ours in purſuit of oureaſe? He is of 
a degenerons ſprrit, whom the example of 
his ſuperior will not animate. Plutarch 
tells us that Cato marching thro the de- 
ſerts, was fo diflreſt for water, that a fmall 
quantity was brought to him 1n a helmet 
as a great prize, which he refuſing becaule 
he could not help his foldiers to the like, 
they were ſo traufported with that gene- 
rolity, that it extinguiſh the tenſe of their 
thirlt,and they were alhamed to complain 
ot what their Leader voluntarily eudur d 
for their ſakes. And ſurcly we extremly 
diſcredit our inſtitution, il we Cannot e- 
qual their ingenuity, and follow ours with 
as great alacrity thro all the GAO 
he has traced betoreus, and for 1 

14. Nok let us think to excuſe our 
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who not ouly patiently, bur oy tully en- 
dnurd all tribulations ; by which it appears 
it is not impoſſible to our nature, with 
choſe a1ds of grace which are common to 
us with chem : for certainly the ditierence 
b-tween them and us is not fo much in 
the degrecs of the aids, as in the diligence 
of employing them. Let us therefore, as 
the Apoſtle adviſes, {it up the hands which 
hang down,and the ſceble knees, Heb. 12.12, 
and with a noble emulation tollow thoſe 
heroic patterns they have ſet us. And fince 
we ſec that even thoſe Favorites of hea- 
ven have finarted ſo ſeverely,let us never 
dream of animmunity ; but when ever we 
tind our ſelves 1nclining to any ſuch flat- 
rering hope, let evcry one of us upbraid 
our ſelves in thole terms the Jews did our 
Savior, Art thou greater then Airaham,and 
the Prophets, whom makeſt thou thy ſelf > 
foh. 8.52. Nay we may deſcend lower 
and take in not only all the interior Saints 
o' former times, but all thoſe our con- 
cemporariecs in ſufferings, which are moſt 

within our view, and may ask the Apo- 
itles gueftion, what then? are we better then 
7hry > Rom, 3. 9. It we think we are, tis 
certain weare fo much worſe by that 1in- 

folence; aud it we confels we are not,up- 
ON 
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on what {core Can we pretend to be better 
treated > To conclude, let us not pore 
only upon our peculiar evils, but atren- 
tively look about us, and conſider what 
others endure : and fince in frolics we 
can ſport our ſelves with many uneaſi- 
nefſes for company ſake, let us not be 
more puſillanimous in our foberer moods, 
but every man cheerfully take his turn in 
bearing the common burden of morta- 
lity, till we pur off both it and its appen= 
dages together, when this mortal ſhall 
put on immortality, x COT. 15. 54+ 
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Of particular Aids for the gaining 
of Contentment. 


I, WE have now paſt thro all thoſe 

conſiderations we at firſt pro- 
poſed,and may trutt the conſidering Rea- 
der to make his own collections: yet be- 
caule impatience is the vice that has bin 
all this while arraigned, I am to fore-ſec 
if poſhble, that thoſe who have the 
greateſt degree of that, may be theleaſt 
willing to attend the whole proceſs; and 
theretore 1 think it may notbe amiſs, for 
their eaie to ſuit and reduce all into ſome 
ſhort directions and rules for the acqui- 
ring contentment. 

2, T HE firſt and moſt fundamental is, 
the mortifying our pride, which as it is 
the ſeminary of moſt fins, fo cſpecially 
this of repining. Men thatare highly o- 
pinion'd of themſelves are commonly un- 
ſatisfiable : for how well ſoever they are 
treated, they (till think it ſhort of their 
merits. Princes have often experimented 
this 
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this in thoſe who have don them ſignal 
ſervices; but God finds it in thoſe who 
have don him none,and we expect he ſhall 
diſpenſe to us according to thoſe falſe 
eſtimates we put upon our ſelves. There- 
tore he that aſpires to Content, muſt firſt 
take truer meſures of himſclf, and conſi- 
derthat as he was nothing till God gave 
hima being, ſo all that he can produce 
from that being,is God's by original right, 
and therefore can pretend to nothing'of 
reward; ſo that whatever he receives, 15 
{till upon the account of a new bounty 3 
and to complain that he has no more, is 
like the murmurs of an unthankful debtor, 
who would ſtill encreaſe thoſe ſcores 
which he knows he can never pay. 

3. In the ſecond place, Iet every man 
conſider how many blcflings ( notwith- 
ſtanding his no claim to any) he daily en- 
jies:and whether thole hc ſo impatiently 
raves after be not much inferior to them. 
Nay let them ask his own heart, whether 
he would quit all thoſe he has, tor them 
he wants; andif he would not ( a3 1 lup- 
poſe no man in his wits would, thuleg wits 
being part of the barter) let him then 
judg how unreaſonable his repinings are, 
when himſeſf confeſſes he has the better 
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part of worldly happinels, and never any 
man living had all. 

4. TI N the third place therefore let him 
ſecure his duty of thankfulneſs for thoſe 
good things he hath, and that will inſen- 
fibly undermine his impatiencies for the 
reſt, it bcing impoſlible to be at once 
thankful and murmuring. To this pur- 
pole it were very well, it he would keep 
a ſolemn catalogue ot all the bounries , 
protections, and dehverances he has re- 
ceivd from God's hand, and every night 
examin what acceſſions that day has 
brought to the ſum : and he that did this, 
would undoubtedly find ſo many incita- 
tions to gratitude, thar all thoſe to dif- 
content would be ſtifled in the croud. 
And fince acknowledgment of God's mer- 
Cics is all the tribute he exaas for them, 
we mult certainly look on that as an 1n- 
diſpenſable duty : and therefore he that 
finds that God ſhortens his hand, ſtops 
the efflux of his bouuty towards him, 
ſhould reflect on himſelf, whether he be 
not behind in that homage by which he 
holds, and hath not by his unthankful- 
neſs turn d away good things from him, Jer. 
7.25. And it he find it fo (as who alas 
is there rhat 1inay not?) he cannot ſure 
for 
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for ſhame complain, but muſt in pru- 
dence reinforce his gratitude for what is 
left as the beit means to recover what he 
has loſt. 

5. BuT his murmurs will yet be more 
amazingly filenc'd, it 1n the fourth placc 
he compares the good things he cnjoics 
with the ill he has don. Certainly this is 4 
molt infaliible curc tor our 1mpatiencics, 
the holicſt man living being able to ac- 
cuſe himſelt of ſuch fins, as would ac- 
cording to all human meſures of equity 
forteit all bleſſings, and pull down a 
greater weight of judgment then the 
moſt miſerable groan under. Therefore 
as before I adviſed to keep a catalogue 
of benefits receiv'd, ſo here it would be 
of ule to draw up one of fins committed. 
And doubtleſs he that contronts rhe one 
with the other, cannot but be aſtoniſhed to 
find them both ſo numerous, cqually won- 
dring at God's mercy in contingang his 
bleſſings, in deſpight of all his provocati- 
ons,and at his own baſeneſs in continuing 
his provocations, in deſpight of all thoſe 
bleſſings. Indeed tis nothing but our affe- 
ted ignorance of our own demerits, that 
makes it poſſible for us to repine under 


the ſevercſt of God 5 diſpenſations, Would 
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we but ranſack our hearts, and ſee all the 
abominations that lie there, nay would 
the moſt of us but recollet thoſe bare- 
ftac'd crimes which even the world can 
witneſs againit us, we ſhould find more 
then enough to balance the heavielt of 
our preſſures. When therefore by our im- 
patient ſtruglings we fret and gall our 
ſelves under our burdens,letus interrogate 
our ſouls in the words of the Prophet, 1/hy 
aoth a living man complain, a man for the 
puniſhment of his ſin? Let us not ſpend our 
breath in murmurs and out-cries, which 
will only ſerve to provoke more {tripes : 
but /et us ſearsh and try our wates, and 
turn again to the Lord, Lam. 3. 39,40. dili- 
gently ſcek out that accurſed thing which 
has cauled our diſcomfeiture, ol. 6.18.& 
by the removal of that, prepare the way 
for the acceſs of mercy. But alas how 
prepoſterous a method do we take in our 
afflitigns? We accuſe cvery thing but 
what we ought, furiouſly fly atall the ſe- 
cond cauſes of our calamity, nay too of- 
ten at the firſt by impious diſputes of pro- 
vidence, and in the mean time, as Job 
ſpeaks, the root of the matter is found in us, 
Job 19. 28. We ſhelter and prote@& in 
our boſoms the real Author of our miſe- 
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ries. The true way then to allay the ſenſe 
of our ſufferings, is to ſharpen that of: our 
fins. The prodigal thought the meaneſt 
condition 1n his fathers tamily a prefer» 
ment, Make me one of thy hired ſervants , 
Luk. x5. 19. And it we have his penitence, 
we ſhall have his ſubmiſlton alſo, and 
calmly attend God's diſpoſals of us. 

6. As every man in his aMiction is to 
look inward on his own heart, fo alſo up- 
ward, and conſider by whoſe providence 
all events are orderd. 4s there any evil 
(7.e. ot puniſhment ) 2r the city, and the 
Lord hath not don it ? Am. 3. 6. and what 
are we worms that we ſhould diſpute with 
him ? Shall a man contend with his Mak- 
er? Let the potſherd jtrive with the potſherds 
of the earth, Wa. 45. 9. And as his power is 
not to be control d, fo neither 1s hjs ju- 
ſtice to be impeach d. Shall not the judg of 
all the earth do right? Gen. 8. 25. And 
where we can neither reſiſt nor appeal, 
what have we to do but humbly to tſub- 
mit ? Nor are we only compell'd to it by 
neceflity, but induced and invited by in- 
tereſt, fince his diſpenſations are directed 
not barely to afſert his dominion, but to 
evidence his paternal care over us. He 
diſcerns our needs, and accordingly _ 
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plies to us. The benignity of his nature 
permits him not to take delight in our di- 
ſtreſſes, he doth not affliet willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men, Lam. 3. 33-and 
theretore when ever he adminiſters to us 
a bitter cup, we may be ſure the ingredi- 
ents are medicinal, and fuch as our infir- 
mities require. Hz dares not truſt our in- 
remperate appetites with unmixt-proſpe- 
ritics, the luſhiouſneſs whereof tho it 
may pleaſe our palats, yet like St. Fohn's 
book, Rev. 10.9. that hony in the mouth 
may prove gall in the bowels, ingender the 
molt fatal diſeaſes. Let us therefore in 
our Calamitics not conſult with fleſh and 
blood, Gal. 1. 16. ( which the more it is 
bemoan'd, the more it complains) bur 
look to the hand tizat ftrikes; and affure 
our ſelves, that the ſtripes are not more 
ſevere, then he ſees neceflary in order to 
our good : and fince they are fo, they 
ought 1n reaſon to be our choices as well 
as his; and not only Religion, but ſelf-love 
will promt us to ſay, with old Ely, /t is the 
Lord, let hum do what ſeemeth him good, 
I Sim. 3. 11. But alas we do not underſtand 
what 15 our intereſt; becauſe we do not 
rightly underſtand what we are our ſelves. 
We conhder our telves mercly in our _ 
Ma 
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mal being, our bodies and thole ſenſitive 
faculties veſted in them,and when we are 
invaded there, we think we are undon, 
tho that breach be made only to relieve 
that diviner part within us, beſieged and 
opprelt with the fleth abour it ( for ſo God 
knows it too often 1s; ) or if wedo not 
conſider it in that notion of an enemy,yet 
at the utmoſt eſtimate, the body is to the 
{oul but as the garment to the body, a 
decent caſe or cover : now what man (not 
ſtark trantic ) would not rather have his 
clothes cut then his fleſh and then by the 
rate of proportion, we may well queſtion 
our own ſobriety, when we repine that 
our ſouls are ſecur'd at the colt of our bo- 
dies, and that is certainly the wortt, the 
unkindeſt deſign, that God has upon us; 
and our impatient reſiſtances ſerve only 
to fruſtrate the kind, and medicinal part 
of afflictions, but will not at all reſcue us 
from the ſevere. Our murmurings may 
ruine our ſouls, but will never avert any 
of our outward calamities. 

7. A ſcventh help to contentment is to 
have a right eſtimate of the world, and 
the common ſtate of humanity - to conlt- 
der the world bur as a itagec and our ſelves 
but as actors, and to reſolve that it is very 
A a SI» 
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little material what part we play ſowe do 
it well. A Comedian may get as much ap- 
plauſle by acting the ilave as the conque- 
ror,and he thar acts the one to day,may to 
morrow reverſe the part, and perſonate 
the other. So great are the viciſhtudes of 
the world, that there is no building any 
firm hopes upon it. All the certainty we 
have of 1t, 1>,that in every condition it has 
its uncatinetles : fo that when we court a 
change, we rather ſeek to vary then end 
our miſeries. And certainly he that has 
well imprett upon his mind the vanity and 
vVexation of the world, cannot be much 
{urprited at any thing that betalls lim in 
it. We expect no more of any thing 
but to do its kind, and we may as well be 
angry that we cannot bring the lions to 
our Cribs, or hx the wind to a certain 
Pont, as that we cannot ſecure our ſelves 
trom dangers and diſappointments in this 

rough and mutable world. We are there- 

forc to lay it asan infallible maxim, that 

in th1s vale of tears every manu muſt meet 

with forrows and diſaſters : and then ſure 

we may take our peculiar with evenneſs 

of temper, as being but the natural con- 

lequent of our being men. And tho pol- 

tibly we may every one think himſelt co 

have 
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have a double portion, yet that is uſually 
from the deceitful compariſons we 1nake 
of our ſelves with others. We take the 
magnitying glaſſes of diſcontent and en- 
vy when we view our own mileries and o0- 
thers felicities,but look on our enjoiments 
and their ſufferings thro the contracting 
optics of ingratitude and incompaliton : 
and whilſt we do thus, tis impoſiible but 
we muſt toment our own ditlatistactions. 
He that will compare to good purpole , 
mult do it honeſtly and figcerely , and 
view his neighbors calamities with the 
ſame attention he dos his own, and his 
own comforts with the lame he dos his 
neighbors; and then many of the great 
ſeeming inequalities would come pretty 

near a level. 
8.BuT cven where they do nor, it in 
the 8" place deſerves however to be con- 
hderd how ill naturd a thing it 18, for 
any manto think himleli more miſerable 
becauſe another is happy : an yer this 15 
the very thins, by which alone many men 
have made themſelves wretched : tor ma- 
ny have created wants, merely trom the 
envious contemplation of other mens a- 
bundance. And indeed there 13 nothing 
more aihingenuous,or (to go lygher) more 
Aa 2 112: 
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Diabolical. Lucifer was happy enough 
in his original ſtate, yet conld not think 
himſelf ſo becauſe he was net the the moſt 
high, Ta. 14. 14. And when by that inſo- 
lent ambition he had forfeited bliſs, it has 
ever fince bin an aggravation of his tor- 
ment,that mankind is aſſumed to a capa- 
city of it; and. accordingly he makes it 
the deſign of his envious induſtry to de- 
feat him. Now how pericaly are the two 
firit parts of this copy tranſcrib'd, by thoſe 
who fkrit cannot be ſatisfied with any in- 
terior degree of proſperity,and then whet 
their impatiencies with other mens enjol- 
ments oft what they cannot attain? And 
t13 much to be doubted, that they who go 
thus far may compleat the parallel, and 
endeavor when they have opportunity to 
undermine that happineſs they envy. 
Therefore fince Satan is ſo apt to impreſs 
his whole 1mage, where he has drawn any 
of his lineameats, it concerns us warily to 
guard our ſelves, and by a Chriſtian ſym- 
pathy with our Brethren, rejoyce with them 
that do rejoyre, Rom, 12. 15. make the 
comforts of others an allay, not an im- 
yrovement of our own miſeries. Chari- 
ty has a ſtrange magnetic power, and at- 
tracts the concerns of our brethren to ws 
anc 
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and he thar has that in his breaſt can nc- 
ver want refreſhment, whilſt any about 
him are happy ; for by adopting their in- 
tereſt, he ſhares jn their joics. Fethro tho 
an alien rejoyced for all the good God had 
don to Iſrael, F.x0d. 18. 9. and why ſhould 
not we have as ſenſible a concurrence 
with our fellow Chriſtians? And he that 
has ſo, will (till find ſomthing to balance 
his own ſufferings. 

9. LE r him that aſpires to content- 
ment ſet bounds to his defire. Tis our 
common fault in this aflair, we uſually 
begin at the wrong end,we enlarge our de- 
fires as hell, and cannot be ſatisfied. Hab. 2. 
5. and then think God uſes us ill,if he dos 
not fill our inſatiable appetites : where- 
as if we would confine our expeCtations to 
thoſe things which we need,or he has pro- 
mis'd, there are few of us who would not 
hind them abundantly anſwer'd. Alas how 
few things are there which our nature ( if 
not ſtimulated by fancy and luxury ) re- 
quires > And how rare is it to find them 
who want thoſe? Nay who have not many 
additionals for delight and pleaſure? And 
yet Gods promiſe under the Goſpel ex- 
tends only to thoſe neceſſarics : tor where 


Chriſt aſſures his diſciples that #heſe things 
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ſhall he added unto them, Mat. 6. 22. the 
context apparently reftrains theſe things 
to meat and drink andclotiing. There- 
fore take no thought for the life what yo 
ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink, nor yer TAR 
the body what you /i,all put on, ver. 25, Now 
what prerence have we to claim more 
then our Charter gives us 2 God never ar- 
ticled with the ambitious to give him ho- 
nors, or with the covetous to fill his bags, 
or with the voluptuous to feed his luxuries, 
Let us theretore, it we expect to be ſatisfi- 
ed,modeſtly continc our delires within the 
Iimits he has ſet us: and then every accel- 
fion which he ſuperadds will appear(what 
it 15) a largeſ(s and bounty. Put whilſt our 
appetites arc boundleſs, & rather {tretcht 
then filled with our acquetts, what poſit- 
bility is there of their ſatisfaction 2 And 
when we importiine God for it, we do 
bur aſſign him ſuch a task the Poets made 
a repreſentation of their Hell, the filling 
a heve with water, or the rolling a {tone 
up a Precipice. 

10, A great cxpedient for content- 
meat, 15 to confine our thoughts to the 
preſent, and notto let them looſe to tu- 
cure events. Would we but do this, we 
mig ht ſhake oft a great part of our bur- 

den: 
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den: for we often heap fantaſtic loads 
upon our ſelves by anxious prefages of 
things which perhaps will never happen, 
and yet fink more under them, then under 
the real weight that is actual upon us. 
And this is certainly one of the greateſt 
tollies imaginable : tor either the evil will 
come or it will not: if it will, tis fure no 
{uch dclirable gueſt that we ſhould go out 
to meet it, we ſhall feel it time enough 
when it falis on us, we need not project 
to anticipate our ſenſe of it: butif it will 
not, what extreme madneſs 13 1t for a man 
to torment himfſelt with that which wall 
never be, to create engines of tortures , 
and by ſuch acrial aMictions, make him- 
ſelt as milerable as the molt real ones 
could do>\ud truly this is all that we ul- 
ually get by our fore-fights. Previfion 1s 
one of God's attributes, and he mocks at 
all our pretences to it, by a frequent de- 
eating of all our fore-caſfts. He dos it of- 
ten in our hopes : ſome little croſs circum- 
ftance many times demoliſhes thoſe good- 
ly machins we raiſe to our ſelves : and he 
do's it noleſs in our tears : thoſe ills we fo- 
lemnly expected often baulk us, and o- 
thers from an unexpected coaſt ſuddenly 
invade us, Aud lince we are fo blind, ſo 
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thort-fighted, let us never take upon us to 
be ſcouts, to diſcover danger at a diſtance; 
( tot tis manifold odds we ſhall only bring 
home falſe alarms) but let us relt our ſelves 


upon that moſt admirable Aphoriſm of 


our blefled Lord, Suffcient unto the day is 
the evil thereof, Mat.s. 34. apply our ſelves 
with Chriſtian courage to bear the pre- 
ſent, and leave God either to augment or 
diminiſh,as he ſces fit, for the tuture. Or it 
we will necds be looking forward,let it be 
in obedience not contradiction to our 
duty; let us entertain our ſelves with thoſe 
futuritics which we are ſure arc not Chi- 
mera s, death and judgment, heaven and 
hell. The nearer we draw theſe things to 
our view,the more inſenhible will all inter- 
medial objects be; they will deceive our 
ſenſe of preſent, and much more fore-ſtall 
the apprehenſion of future evils : for tis 
our neglect of things eternal, that leaves 
us thus at leaſure for the tranſitory. 

11. INthe laſt place let us in all our 
diſtreſſes ſuperſede our anxieties and fo- 
licitudes by that molt effeftual remedy 
the Apoltle perſcribes,{s any man affiitted, 
let him pray, Jam. 5. 14. And this ſure 
isa moſt rational preſcription : for alas 
what elſe can we do towards the _— 
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of our griets. We who are fo impotenr, 
that we have not power over the moſt 
deſpicable excreſcence of our own body, 
caunot make one hazr white or black, Mat. 
5. 36. what can we do towards the new 
moulding our condition, or modelling 
things without us? Our ſollicitudes ferv<: 
only to bind our burdens taſter upon us, 
but this expedient of Prajer will certain!y 
relieve us. Call upon me, faies God, 27 
the time of trouble, and [ will hear thee, 
and thou ſhalt pratſe me, Plalm yo. 15. 
\W hen ever therefore we are {inking in the 
tloods of affliction, let us thus fupporc 
our ſelves by repreſenting our wants unto 
our gracious Lord, cry unto him as St. 
Peter did, Mat. 14. 3o. and he will take 
us by the hand, and be the winds never 10 
borſterous or contrary , preſerve us from 
ſinking : the waves or billows ot this trou- 
bleſome world will ſerve but to toſs us 
cloſer into his arms, who cau with a word 
appeaſe the roughelt tempeſt, or reſcue 
from it. Olet us not then be fo unkind 
to our ſelves, as to neglect this infallible 
means of our deliverance! but with the 
Plalmiſt take our refuge under the shadow 
of the divine wings till the calamity be »9- 
ver-paſt, Plal. 57. 1. And as this 1s 4 fure 
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expedient in all our real important affii- 
Etions, ſoitis a good teſt by which to 
try what are ſo. We are often peevilh 
and diſquietcd at trifles, nay we take up 
the quarrels of our luſts and vices,and are 
diſcontented when they want their wilhr 
ſupplies. Now in cither of theſe caſes, 
no man that at all conſiders who he praies 
to, will dare to inſert theſe in his praiers, 
itbeinga contemt of God to invoke him 
in things fo {light as the one, or 1mpious 
as the other. It will theretorc be good 
for cvery man when he goes to addreſs 
for relief, to conſider which of his preſ- 
{ures they are, that are worthy of that ſo- 
lemn deprecation: and when he has fin- 
gled thoſe out, let him reflect, and he will 
tind he has in that prejudg d all his other 
diicontents as trivolous or wicked. And 
then ſure he cannot think fit to harbour 
them, but muſt for ſhame diſmiſs them, 
ſince they are ſuch, as he dares nut avow 
to him, from whom alone he can expect 
relief. God alwaies pitics our real mile- 
ries, but our imaginary ones dare not de- 
mand it. Let us not then create ſuch dil- 
eales to our ſelves,as we cannot declare to 
our Phyſician : and when thole are pre- 
cluded, tor all the relt Sc, Pauls recipe is a 
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Catholicon, Be. careful for nothing, but in 
every thing by praters and ſupplications, 
with thanksgiving , let your requeſts be 
made known to God, Phil. 4. 6. 
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CSE. Xt 
Of Relrrnation, 


i. A ND row ainidit ſuch varicty of 
4 a reccits, twill be hard to inſtance 
one fort of calamity which can eicape 
£NCIF CACY, it chey be but duly applid. 
BUT 1ndeed we have generally a Compen- 
'2us way of fruſtrating all remedies by 
never making uſe of chem : like fantaſtic 
Patients we are well enough content to 
rave ourdiſeale d:{courſt, and medicines 
preſcribd, but when the Phyſic comes, 
ave {till ſome pretence or other to pro- 
tract the taking it. But I |hall beſecch the 
Reader to conſider, that counſels are not 
charmes,to work without any cooperation 
of the concern d perſon : they mult be ad- 
verted ro,they muit be ponder'd and con- 
derd : and finally they muſt be practiſ'd, 
orelſe the utrmoit good they can do us, 
13 tO gve us2 few hours divertiſment mn 
tnereading!: but they do us a miſchief 
aatinfiiitly out-eweighs it, for they im- 
prove 
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prove our guilts by the inftective tencer 
they make of reſcuing us from them, and 
leave us accountable not only for the or1- 
ginal crimes, but our obſtinate adheſion 
toticm in ipight of admonition. 

2. I fay this becaule it 1s a little too 
notorious, that many take up books only 
as they do cards or dice, as an inſtrument 
ot diverſion. Tis a good entertainment 
ot their curiolity to ſce what can be ſaid 
upon any ſubject, and be it well or ill 
handled, they can pleaſe themſelves e- 
qually with the ingenuity or ridiculoul- 
neſs of the compoſure, and when they 
have don this, they have don all they 
deſfignd. This indeed may be tolerable 
in Romances and Play-books, but ſure 
it 1] betits Divinity. And yet I fear it 
ottneſt happens there: for in the former 
ſome do project tor ſome trivial improve- 
ments, as the embelliſhing of their ſtile, 
the inſpiriting of their fancies ; and ſome 
men would {carce be able to drive their 
pedling trade of wit, did they not thus 
tweep the ſtage: but alas how many books 
of picty are read, oft which one cannot 
diſcern the leaſt tincture in mens conver- 
ſations! which ſure do's in a great meſure 


proceed from the want ofa determinate 
de- 
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deſign in their reading, mens practice be” 
ing not apt to be leſs rovers then their ſpe- 
culation. He that takes a practical ſub- 
ject in hand, muſt do it with a deſign to 
conform his practice to what he ſhall chere 
be convincd to be his duty, and he that 
comes not with this probity of mind, 
is not like to be much bencfited by his 
reading. 

3. BUT one would think this ſhould 
be an unneceſſary caution at this time,for 
ſince the intent of this tract, is only to 
ſhew men the way to Contentment, tis to 
be ſupposd the Readers will be as much 
in carneſt as the writer can be, it being 
every mans proper and moſt important 
intercſt, the inſtating him in the higheſt 
and moſt ſupreme felicity that this world 
can admit : yer for all this fair probabi- 
lity, 1 doubt many will 1n this inſtance 
have the ſame indiffer-nce they have in 
their other ſpiritual concerns. 

4- T 15s true indeed that a querulous 
repining humor is onc of the moſt per- 
nicious, the moſt ugly habits incident to 
mankind, but yet as deformed people are 
oft the moſt in love with themſelves, ſo 
this crooked piece of our temper is of all 
others the inolt indulgent to it felf, Me- 
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lancholy is the molt {tubborn and untra- 
Cable ot all humors; and diſcontent be- 
ing the oftspring of that, partakes of that 
inflexibility : and accordingly we fee how 
impregnable it often 15,againſt all aſſaults 
of reaſon and Religion too. Forah in a 
ſullen mood would juſtify his diſcontent 
even to God himſelt,and in ſpight of that 
calm reproot, aoſt thou well to be angry ? 
Jon. 4. 9. averhe did well to be angry ever 
to death, And do we not frequently 
ſee menupon an 1mpatience of {ome dil- 
appointment, grow angry even at their 
comforts 2 Their friends, their children, 
their meat, their drink, every thing grows 
nauſcous to them, and in a frantic diſcon- 
rent, they often fling away thoſe things 
which they molt value. Befides this pec- 
viſh impatience is of ſo aerial a diet, that 
tis ſcarce poſhible to ſtarve it. Twill nurilh 
it ſelf with Phantaſins and Chimera's, {1- 
born a thouſand ſurmiſes and imaginary 
diſtreſſes to aber its pretences - and tho 
every one of us can remonitrate to one 
another the unreaſonableneſs of this dil- 
content ; yet {Carce any of us will draw 
the argument home, or ſutter our ſelves 
to be convincd by what we urge as irre- 
iragable ro others, Nay farther this hu- 
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mor 15 impatient ot any diverſion, loves to 
converle only with it ſelt.In bodily pains, 


men that deſpair of cure. are yet glad of 


allaies and mitigations, and ttrive by all 


arts to divert and deceive the ſenſe of 


theiranguiſh; but in this dilcale of the 
mind, men cheriſh and improve their tor- 
ment,roll and chew the bitter pill 11 their 
mouths, that they may bc ſure to have 1ts 
urmolt flavor ; and by devoting all their 
thoughts to the ſubject of their griel, keep 
up an uninterrupted ſenſe of it: as 11 they 
had the fame Tyranny for themfclves 
which Calizula had for others, and loved 
ro feel themſelves die. Ladecd there is not 
a more abſurd contradiction in the worl, 
then to hear men cry out of the weight, 
the intolerableneſs of their burden, and 
yet graſpit as falt as it their life were 
bound up in it ; will not depoſite it, no not 
for the ſmalleſt breathing time. A ſtrange 
faſcination ſure, and yet ſo frequent, that 
it ought to be the tundamental care of 
him that would cure men of their diſcon- 
tents, to bring them to a hearty willing- 
neſs of being cured. 

5.1 T may be this will look like para- 
dox, and every man will be apt to ſay he 


wiſhes nothing more in earneſt, then to 
| be 
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be cured ol his preſent diſcontent. He that 
1s poor would be cured by wealth, he that 
is low and obſcure by honor and great- 
neſs: but ſo an Hydropic perſon may ſay 
he deſires to have his thirſt cur'd by aper- 
petual ſupply of drink; yet all ſober 
people know, that that is the way only 
to increaſe jt : but let the whole habit of 
the body be rectified, and then the 
thirſt will ccaſe of it felt. And certainiy 
tis the very ſame in the preſent caſe : no 
outward acceſtions will ever fatisfy our 
cravings, our appetites muſt be tam d 
and reduc'd, and then they will never be 
able to raiſe tumults, or put us 1nto mu- 
tiny and diſcontent : and he { and none 
but he ) that ſubmits ro this method, can 
truly be ſaid to dofire a cure. 

6. BuT he thar thus atreſts the reali- 
ty of his deſires, and ſeeks contentment 
in its proper ſphere, may ſurely arrive to 
ſome confiderable degrees of it. We find 
inall ages men thar only by the dire- 
ction of natural light have calmed their 
diſquiets, and reaſon d themſelves into 
coutentment, even under great and ſen- 
ible prefſures ; men who amidſt the acu- 
teſt torments, have {till prcſervd a fe- 
renity of mind, and have truſtrated con- 
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temts and reproaches by diſregarding 
them : and ſure we give a very ill account 
of our Chriſtianity, if we caiinor do as 
much with it as they did withour it. 

7. I do not here propoſe ſuch a Stoical 
inſenſibility as makes no diſtinction of e- 
vents,which,tho it has bin vainly pretend- 
ed to by many,yet ſure was never attain d 
by any upon the ſtrength of diſcourſe. 
Some natural qulnefſs or caſual ſtupeta- 
ction mult concur to that, and perhaps 
by QJoing fo, has had the luck to be ca- 
nonizd tor vertue. I mean only ſuch a 
ſuperiority of mind as raiſes us above our 
ſullerings, tho it exemt us not from the 
ſenſe of them. We cannot propole to 
our ſclves a higher pattern in any vertue 
then our bleſſed Lord : yet we ſee he not 
only felt that load under which he lay, 
but had the molt pungent and quick 
{enſe of it, ſuch as promted thoſe earneſt 
deprecations, Father, if at be poſſible let 
this cup paſs: yet all thoſe diſplacencies 
of his fleſh were ſurmounted by the re- 
ſfignation of his ſpirit, nevertheleſs not 
what I will but what thoy wilt, Mat.26.39. 
And certainly he that in imitation of this 
pattern, dos 1n ſpight of all the reluctan- 
cies of his ſenſe, thus entirely ſubmit his 
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will, however he may be ſad, yet he is not 
impatient ; nor is he like to be ſad long; 
for to him that is thus refign'd, /;ght wl! 


ſpring up, Pal. g7. 11. ſome good Angel 


will be ſent like that to our Savior to re- 
lieve his diſconſolation. God will ſend 
either ſome outward allajes, or give fuch 
interior comforts and ſupports, as ſhall 
counterpoile thoſe atfictions he takes not 
oft. | 
8. INvEeDd the grand deſign of God 
in correcting us is (the ſame with that 
of a prudent parent towards his child) to 
break our wills. That ſtubborn faculty will 
icarce bend with eaſy touches, and there- 
fore do's require ſome force : and when 
vy that rougher handling, he has brought 
it to a pliantneſs, the work is don. 11s 
therefore our interett to cooperate with 
chis deſign, to afbit as much as we are able 
towards the ſubjugating this unruly part 
ot our ſelves. This is that Shebe 2 Sam.20. 
the furrendring of whom is God 5 expecta- 
tion in all the cloſe fieges he laies to us. 
Let us then be ſo wiſe, as by an early re- 
ſigning it to divert his farther hoſtilities, 
and buy our peace with him. 
9. Axp truly this is the way not ouly 
to gain peace with him, but our telve: 
CE roQ 
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too: tis the uſurpation of our will over 
our reaſon which breeds all the contuſi- 
on and tumults within our own breaſts, 8 
there is no poſhbility of curbing its inſo- 
lence, but by putring it into ſate cuſtody, 
commuttiug it to him who ( as our Church 
teaches us) alone can order the unruly 
wills Oo! fintul men. Indeed nothing but 
experience can fully inform us of the 
ſerenity and calm of that foul , who has 
refign d his will ro God. All care of chu- 
ing tor himſelf is happily ſuperſeded, he 
15 temted to no anxious forecaſts for fu- 
ture cvents, for he knows nothing can 
happen in contradiction of that ſupreme 
will, in which he hath ſanctuary : which 
will certainly chuſe for him with that 
tenderneſs and regard, that a faithful 
Guardian would for his pupil, an jndul- 
gent father tor his child that caſts its felf 
into his arms. Certainly there is not in 
the world ſuch a holy ſort of artifice, fo 
Divine a charm to tie our God to us, as 
this of reſigning our ſelves to him. We find 
the Gibeonites by yielding themſelves va- 
flalsro the 1fraelites,had their whole army 
at their beck toreſcue them in their dan- 
ger,70/.10.6. and can we think God is lels 
:onliderate of his homavgers &dependents? 


No 
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No certafnly,his honor as well as his com- 
paſſion is concern in the relief of thoſe 
who have ſurrendred themſelves to him. 
10. FAR THER yet, when by reſig- 
nation we have united our wills to God, 
we have quite changed the ſcene, and 
we who when our wills ſtood ſingle were 
[liable to perpetual defeats, in this bleſſed 
combination can never be croft. When 
our will is twiſted & involved withGod's, 
the ſame omnipotence which backs his 
will, dos allo attend ours. God's will, we 
are ſure, admits of no controle, can never 
be reſiſted, and we have the ſame ſecuri- 
ty for ours, ſo long as It concurs with it. 
By this means all calamities are unſting'd, 
and even thoſe things w!:ich are molt re- 
pugnant to our ſenſitive natures, are yet 
very agreeable to our ſpirits, when we 
conſider they are implicitly our own 
choice, fince they are certainly his, whom 
we have deputed to clect for us. Indeed 
there can be no tace of adverſity ſo aver- 
ting and tormidable, which fer in this 
light will not look amiable. We fec daily 
how many uneaſineſfſes and prejudices 
men wil] contcatedly ſufler 1n purſuit of 
their wills: and it we have really efpou- 


ſed God's, made his will ours, we ſhall 
with 
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with as great { nay far greater ) alacrity 
embrace its diltributions, how uneaſy 
{oevertc ou ſenſe; our ſouls will more 
acquieſce jn the accompliſhment of the 
Divine witil, then our ficſh can reluct to 
any ſevere etects of it. 

11. HEE then 15 that footing of 
firm ground, on which whoſoever can 
{tand, may indeed do that which Archi- 
medes boaſted, move the whole world. 
He may as to himſelt ſubvert the whole 
courſe of ſublunary things, uuvenom all 
thoie calamities which are to others the 
call of Aſp,; and in a farther ſenſe ve- 
rity that Evangelical prophecy , of beat- 
ins ſwords into plough-ſhares, and ſpears 
into pruning hooks, lai. 2.4. the moſt 
hoſtile weapons, the moſt adverſe events, 
thall be by him converted 1nto 1nſtru- 
ments of tertility, {hall only advance his 
ipiritual growth, 

12. ANÞ now whocan chuſe but con- 
te: this a much more cligible ſtate, then 
to be alwaics harraſſed with ſolicitudes 
and cares, perpetually either tearing tu- 
ture deteats, or bewailing the paſt. And 
then what can we call it leG then mad- 
nels or enchantment, for men to act fo 
contrary to their own dictates, yea to 

their 


SECT. XI. Of Reſignation. 207 


their very {enle and EXPCTICNCe, ro lice 
and acknowledge the inexpticable felicity 
of a reſigned will, and yer perverlely to 
hold out "theirs, cho they can get nothing 
by it, but the ſullen pleaſure of oppoſing 
God, and tormenting themſelves? Let 
us therefore if not for our duty or caſe, 
yet at lealt for our reputation, the aft- 
ſerting our ſelves men of ſobriety and 
common ienſe, do that which upon all 
theſe intereſts we are obliged to;ler us bur 
give up our wills, and wh them we jhall 
certainly divelt our ſelves of all our truit- 
leſs anxieties, and caſt our burdens upon 
him who invites us to do ſo. He who bears 
all our (11s, will bear all our ſorrows 
our griets too: if we will but be content 
to depotite them, he will relieve us trom 
all choſe oppreſhng weights, which make 
our ſouls cleave to the duſt, Plal. 119. 25. 
and will in exchange give us only his //ght, 
his pleaſant burden, Mar. 11. 3o. In a 
word,therc will be no care lett tor us, bur 
that of keeping our ſelves in a capacity 
of his: let us but ſecure our love to him, 
and weare alcertain'dthat a!l thimgs /hall 
work together for our good, Rom. 8. 28. 
13. To conclude, Reſignation and Con- 
tentment are vertues not only of a near 
COONA:- 
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cognation and reſemblan ce, but they are 
linked as the Cauſe and the Effet. Let 
us but make ſure of Reſignation, and 
Content will flow into us without our 
farther induſtry - as on the contrary whilft 
our wills are at defiance with God's, we 
ſhall alwaies find things at as great defi- 
ance with ours. All our fſubtilties or in- 
duftries will never mould them to our ſa- 
tisfactions, till we have moulded our 
ſelves into that pliant temper that we can 
cordially ſay, ts the Lord, let him do 
what ſeemeth him good , 1 Sam. 3.18. 
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tr. {& 15S ſnort inftitution of the Art 

of Contentment,cannot more na- 
ruraily, or tore defirably draw tO a CoOn- 
clutton tl.ea in the reſort we 'tave IVE! 
it, in the boſoin of divine Piers ence. 


The Roman conquerors as the lait pitch 


of all their triumphs, went ro the Capi- 


rol, and laid their Garlands in the lap ot 
Jupiter : but the Chriſtian has an eater 
way to Triumph, co put his crown of 
thorns ( for that is the trophy of h1s v1- 
Ctories) within the arms of his gracious 
God; there -lodg his fears, his wants : 
his ſorrows, and himſelt too, as iv the 
beſt repoſitory. 

2. TnE Goſpel command of not ca- 
ring for the morrow,Nlat. 6. 34.and being 
carrful for nething , Phil, 4.6. nakedly 
propos d, might Teem the abandoning of 
us to all the calamities of lite: but when 
we are directed to caft a/! our cars upon 
a gracious and all-powertul Parent, and 
are aſlurd that he cares for us,n Pet. fe 7. 
that tho a woman may forvet her ſuching 
child, that jhe ſhould no? have con:haſfior 
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of the ſon of her womb, yet will he not for- 
get his children, Ifa. 49. 15. this will 
abundantly ſuperſede all cavil and obje- 
ction. Whillt worldly men trult in an 
arm of fleſh, lay up treſure on earth, a prey 
for rj: and moth, Mat.6 19. and @ tor- 
ment tothemielves, Jam. 5. 3. the Chri- 
{tian has Oimniporence for his ſupport, 
and a treſure in heaven, where no thief 
approaches, nor moth corrupts, Mat. 6. 20, 
Whilſt bold inqurers call in queſtion 
Gail s ſecret will, oblige hin to their ſub 
or ſupralaplarian ſchemes, their abſolute 
or Conditional decrees, their grace fore- 
ſeen or predetermind; the pious man 
wit awetul acquieſcence ſubmits to that 
wiich 1s reveal d:refolves forever to vbey, 
but never to diſpute; as knowing that 
the belov'd Diſciple leand on Is Maſters 
bolome ; bur tis the thiets and traitors 
part to £0 abovut to rifle it, 
3. 11s ſurely a modeſt demand in the 
behalt or God Almighty, that we thoultd 
allow him as muck priviiedye in hs 
Wor:d,a every Peſant claime: 1n ſis Cot- 
tage ; to be Malto r there, and diſpoſe of 
s houſe ho!das he thinks buſt: toſay ts 
hi s man, Go, and he poeth: and ty anuther, 
Come, ana he cometh: and to his ſervant, 
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Do this, and he doeth it, Mat. $8.9. And if we 
would attord him this liberty, there would 
be an immediate end put to all clamor 
and complaint. 

4. WE make 1t our daily praier that 
the will of God may be don inearth as it is 
in heaven, with a ready, ſwift, and un- 
Interrupted conſtancy. As tis Giant-like 
rebellion to ſet up our will again{t his, 
ſo is it mad perverſeneſs to ſet it up a- 
gainſt our own ; be diſpleas'd that our re- 
queſts are granted, and repine that his, 
and therewith our will is don. It were 
indeed not only good manners, but good 
policy, to obſerve the direction of the 
Heathen, and fo/low God; not prejudg 
his determination by ours; but in a mo+ 
deft ſuſpenſion of our thoughts, hearker 
what the Lord God will ſay concerning us , 
for he will [peak peace unto his people, and 
to his Saints that they turn not again, 
Pſal. $5. $. 

5. Ok however upon ſurpriſe we may 
indulge to a paſſionate aftection,and dote 
upon our illegitimate off-ipring , our 
dearling guilts or follies, as Dav/d did ups 
on that Child, who was the price of Mur- 
der and adultery : yet when the brat is 
taken from us, when the Chuld 2s dead, it 
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will become ns rodo as he did, rife from 
our {ullen poſture on the earth, and wer- 
fp in the houſe of the Lord, 2 Sam. 12. 20, 
It will behove us, as he faics in another 
place, to /ay our bends ul on our mouth, be- 
cauſe it was his anms, Vial. 30.10. and 
with holy Feb Chap. 40. 4. when chargd 
with his murmurinss, Beho/d Fam wie, 

what fhall tanjwer ? Cnce have [ {{ ohen, 
but I will not anſwer : yea twice, but 1 wall 
proceed no farther, 

6. Socrates rightly ſaid of Content- 
ment, oppoſing It to the riches ft for- 
tune and opinion, that tis the wealth of 
nature; for it gives every thing that we 
have learnt to wart,and realy need : but 
Reſignation 15 the riches of Grace, be- 
itowing all things that a Chriſtian not 
only nceds but can defire, exen Almighty 
Gol himfelf. He indeed, as the Schole- 
men teach, 1s the ob:eftive happineſs of 
the Creature ; He who 1s the fountain of 
being, mult be alſo of bleſledneſs: and 
tho this be only communicable to us, 
when we have put oft that fleſh ninch can- 
not enter tnto te kingdom of God, and laid 
aide tha t corriuptron which cannot 2nherzt 
encorruption, 1 Cor. is. yet even in this 


Itic, we may make approches to that dlet- 
fed 
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ſed ſtate, by acts of Reſignation and de- 
nial of our felves. It was the generous 
ſaying of Socrates being about to dic un- 
to his friend; O Crzzo, fince it is the will 
of God, ſoletit be: Afnytus and Melztus 
may k1li me, but cannor hurt me. But 
ſuch a reftunation as tis infinitly a greater 
duty to a Chriſtian, fo jt is allo a more 
firm ſecurity. In that cate tis not the 
Martyr , buc Feſus of Nazareth who 1s 
thus perſecuted, and he who attaques him 
will find zt hard to k1c2 agarnſl the pricks, 
Act. 9g. x. 

7. THERE could not be a greater 
inſtance ot the profligate ſenſuality of the 
ſ[ſraelttes, then that they murmured for 
want of leeks and ontens, Numb. 11. F. 
when they ate Angels tood, and had 
bread rain'd down from heaven. Tis im- 
poſtible for the foul that is ſenſible of God 
Almighties favor, to repine at any earth- 
ly pretlure. The Lord is my j;.epherd, 'aith 
David, therefore can I lack nothing, Pla. 
23. 1 And, thou haſt put gladnejs into 
my heart, more then when ther corn. and 
wine, and oil encreaſed, Pla. 4.7.and in 
paſſionate rapture he cries out, Pal. ;7.25. 
Hlhom have I in heaven but thee : and thee 


7s none upon earth that I dejire in compa: t- 
fan 
j s & 


wi ddd ths hots. ts. ts. 44 he = 
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ſon of thee ? my fleſh and my heart faileth : 

but God i the ſtrength of my heart, and my 

portion for ever. And likewiſe Pſa. 46. r. 

Godts our hope and ſtrength, a very preſent 
help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, 

tho the earth be moved: and tho the hills be 

carried into the mid{t of the ſea. Tho the wa- 

ters thereof rage and ſwell, and tho the 

mountains ſhake at the tempeſt of the ſame, 

It God be in the midſt of us, we ſhall not be 
removed, he will help us, and that right ear- 
ly. Let us therefore poſleſs our ſelves of 
this ſupport, and as the Prophet adviſes, 
Iſa. 8. 12. nezther fear,nor be afraid,in any 
exigence how great ſoever ; but be ſtill and 
quiet, and ſ{anttify the Lord of boſts himſelf, 
and let him be our fear, and let him he our 
dread. 
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